— % K 7 
- . d - 0 . S — 
— — * n „J DOS. = — 1 7 n g : , 
a — ö « . j 4 
n 


R EAT 18 1 


ON THE 


MPROVEMENT 


0 F 
MIDWIFERY, 
Chiefly with regard to the 
OPERATION. 


To which are added 


| Fifty-ſeven CASES, ſelected from 


upwards of T wenty-ſeyer" Years, 


DA fo cd; 


The SECOND EDI 110 ill large 
Additions and Improvements. 


— — + 


By EDMUND CHAPMAN, SURGEON. 


En 


LON DO N: 


Printed for Joun BxIxDI EX, at the King's Arms 
in New Bond- Street; Joun CLARKE, under the 
Royal Exchange; and CHarRLEs Cox BET, at 


Addiſon's Head againſt St, Dunſtan's Church in 
Hleeſſtreet. 1735. 


mY 


Practice. & enn 


54 — 3 ö by 2 * 


FI" 


3 . U <P 
. ——— 
— * * * 


you was pleaſed 
to allow me the 
Liberty of pay- 
ing You my Re- 
ſpects in this Manner, on 
the Publication of my Per- 
formance, when only an 
Eſſay, and conſequently lets 
worthy 
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DEDICATION. 


I now take the ſame Liber- 
ty of preſenting it to You 


a ſecond Time, and hope I 1 
may venture to ſay, I now | 
offer You a complete Trea- 
tt/e on the Subject. | 


I x would be ungenerous 
and unjuſt to deſire a Wor- 
thy and Learned Friend 
ſhould be anſwerable for 
the Miftakes and Faults of 

a Writer; as well as vain 

and highly unreaſonable to 

expect any Name ſhould! 

{creen him from Cenſure. 

But, while I ſubmit my 

N. Per- 
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worthy of the Name, which 
appeared at the Head of it; 


DEDICATION. 


Performance to the Judg- 


ment of the World, give 


„ 49. AY wc SS... 


me Leave, SIR, to make 
this Publick Acknowledg- 
ment of your many Fa- 
vours; and particularly that 
J invaluable one of, under 
1 God, preſerving Mine and 


my Son's Life. I am, 


STR, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Mot Humble Servant, 


Ed. Chapman. 


1) Orange: Street, Red- 
Lion-Square, 1735. 
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. f : £ S all the Books hitherto 
a th publiſhed on this Sub- 


Y 
JS e ject have been calcula- 
ted chiefly for the In- 

ſtruction of my own Sex, I was 
induced to write this Treatiſe 
principally for the Uſe of the o- 
ther, to whom the Majority of 
Practice in this important and 
difficult Profeſſion is committed, 
24 that 


„IAE 


ſend for Aſſiſtance, when neceſſa- 
ry. I flatter my ſelf, however, that 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who are 
engaged in it, but have not yet 
had ſufficient Experience of that 
great Variety of Caſes which 
daily occur, will not find the fol- 
lowing Pages entirely uſeleſs. 


IHA v frequently, during the 
Space of above twenty ſeven Years 
Practice, ſeen many fatal Miſtakes 
committed by Midwives, which I 
think could never have happened, 
had they ever read a Treatiſe fo 


well adapted to their Capacities, 


and at the ſame time ſo full and 
plain, as J hope, the following is. 


My 


that they may be cautioned to 
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Mx greateſt Aim in it, is, 


I aithfully to inſtru, not ſuch as 


Jare quite ignorant, but ſuch as 


have already made ſome Progrels 


Jin the Science, and to point out 
to them thoſe dangerous Rocks on 
which many have been loſt; that 
they may either be able to give 
better Aſſiſtance themſelves, or 
| at leaſt to ſee the Danger time e- 
1 nough to call in ſuperior Advice. 
Lr E is a Jewel, in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, of the greateſt 
Value; and thoſe to whoſe Care 
this weighty Truſt is committed, 
cannot poſſibly diſcharge it with 
too much Circumſpection and Di- 
ligence. 


I an 


p R E FAC E. 


I an far from attempting or 
deſiring, with ſome of my Bre- 
thren, that the Practice of Mid- 
wifery ſhould be confin'd only to 


my own Sex, and this for ſeveral 


quired, than we alone could poſ- 


ſibly give. Beſides, where the 


Labour is natural, as it happens 
with moſt Women, there is ſel- 


dom any greater Aſſiſtance neceſ- | 
ſary than what thoſe of their 
own Sex, who have been bred up 
to it, are capable of affording; 


eſpecially in this Metropolis, where 
1 


n 


Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe among 
ſo great a Number of Child-bear- 
ing Women, of all Degrees, a 
much greater Attendance is re- 
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TJ have met with ſeveral extreme- 
3 y well qualified. However, I 
muſt beg leave to give them this 
one piece of Advice, viz, That 


here any Difficulty occurs, they 
ould readily in time call in our 


Aſſiſtance; as when a Child pre- 
ſents with its Head, but does not, 
after a ſufficient Tryal, fall any 
lower; when the Poſture happens 
| to be Wrong, and conſequently 
the Child requires Turning; but 
more eſpecially that they would 
not delay to ſend for a Man of 
Character and Experience in caſe 
of Floodings, or other Threaten- 
ing Symptoms. By this, both the 
Patient's Life and their own Re- 
| putation will be the more ſecure. 


I deny 
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I deny not, but that many Wo- 
men-Midwives may know how 


to turn a Child, nor that they 


may, in ſome Subjects, perform it 
with Succeſs: But then conſider- 
ing the many unforeſeen Diffi- 
culties that may happen, eſpecial- 
ly the Head's ſticking againſt the 
Bones of the Pelvis, and that in 
ſpite of the greateſt Care, and | 
the moſt exact Poſition : I be- 
lieve this Advice will not be 
thought impertinent by the moſt | 
experienced among them, whom, 
by the by, I have ever found 
moſt ready to call in ſuperior 
Aſſiſtance. And indeed they 
find their own Account in it, as 
it greatly advances heir Charac- 
ter; 
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ter; whilſt it is far otherwiſe 
with thoſe, who conceiving too 
2 favourable an Opinion of their 
7 own Judgment and Abilities, run 
j great Hazards, or, at the beſt, call 
7 us in too late, and thus loſe their 
| Reputation and Practice. 


MIDWIFERY is certainly 


: one of the moſt noble and uſeful 
| Chirurgical Operations in being ; 
for all Operations receive their 
Weight from the Good they pro- 
cure; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
from the Evil they prevent: By 
this, when judiciouſly performed, 
| there is generally one, and often 
tuo Lives ſnatched as it were 
| from the Jaws of Death; as in 


A 


eee. 

a violent Flooding for Inſtance, 
where the Mother, or Child, or 
both, would be inevitably loſt in 
a few Minutes, without Delivery: 3 
or where the Infant les in a bad 
Poſture, and ſo could never have 
been extracted but by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Art. 
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I x is indeed poſſible to fave a 
Child by the Cæſarian Operation, 
or cutting it out of the Womb 
of its Mother juſt expired; but 
what Man in his Senſes would 
put his Character upon this Foot- 
ing? It would be natural for the 
malicious World to ſay, that to 
ſave the Child, he kill'd the Mo- 
ther; and the Friends and others 

about 
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about the Deceaſed, either out of 
Fondneſs or Ignorance, might poſ- 


1 fibly imagine, that ſhe was not 
quite dead before the Operation 
4 Jas performed. But to return 
I I fay that by ſpeedy Delivery two 
. 1 Lives are oftentimes ſaved, as in 

the Inftances above-mentioned, 

where the Womb being releaſed 

Jof its Burden, its Fibres are a- 
Ml gain contracted, and fo the Flux 
b tops; or where the Child is 
N brought away by Art, and thus 


1d the Date of its own, as well as 


of its Mother's Life is prolonged. 


- 

he | Many other Inſtances might 
hy be given, where both Lives are 
40 actually ſaved. But the Dignity 
ers | 


and 


PREFACE. 


x 
and eminent Uſefulneſs of this 


Art will appear to every Perſon 


in a much more advantageous 


Light, if we reflect on the Learn- 
ing and Ab:lities of the Profeſſors 


of it. England and France have 
produced many great and famous 


Men, who have made the Im- 
provement of this Science the 
principal Buſineſs of their Lives; 


and we have ſome at this time 
living, who are perhaps ſuperior | 


to the Deceaſed, without any 


Detraction from their Characters, 
or the leaſt Indignity offered to 
their Aſbes. 0 


TAE Improvements theſe great 
Men have made in Midwifery, 
the 
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the Tenderneſs, the Compaſſion 
1 and Succeſs with which they 
k performed their Duty, have ef- 
fectually removed that Load of 


q feſſiion was formerly branded. 


{fince, an Account given me by a 


eat Ity, then preſent, that a poor Wo- 


ry 


the 
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Ignominy, with which this Pro- 


Ir muſt be acknowled ged, 
there have been ſome who, being 
ignorant of the Method of turn- 
| ing a Child, made frequent uſe of 
the Hook and Knife, and ſeveral 
other ſhocking and barbarous In- 
ſtruments, even while the Child 
was /iving ; and I had, not long 


Perſon of unqueſtionable Veraci- 


Iman died under the Hands of 
the Operator after ſome of the 
| b Limbs 


Hi PREFACE. 
Limbs and Ribs of the Child 
were brought away. 


FR O M ſuch Operators as theſe 
{cruel in their Behaviour, indecent 
in their Expreſſions, and breaking 
in upon the Modeſy and Tender- 
neſs peculiar to the Sex) the O- 
dium caſt upon this Art had its 
firſt Riſe. And hence it proceeds, 
that many unhappy Women have 
choſen to die, or at leaſt to ſtay ; 
till the very laſt Extremity, rather 
than call for our Affiſtance. 


Bor the Caſe is now far & | 
therwiſe : The beſt Midwive 
commonly fend for Advice * | 
the Appearance of Danger ; th 
Suffering Fair readily conſent td 
i 
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1 it, and by this Means both the 


* Child's and Mother's Lives are 


7 aved, the Midwife's Character 


ſecured, and ours advanced, by 
the Succeſs that uſually attends 
our being called in time. 


I HAVE in this Treatiſe pur- 


ö poſely omitted the Deſcription of 
the Parts concerned in Genera- 


tion, becauſe it has already been 
ſo well given by others, that I 


could do but little more than 
copy them. Beſides, I think that 
ſuch as never ſaw the Di ſſection 
of a Human Body, will not be 
much improved by a bare De- 
ſcription of thoſe Parts; much 
leſs would they receive any Ad- 
vantage from the Cuts and Fi- 


b 2 gures 


AE. 
gures uſually prefixed to Books 
of this Kind, which are generally 
but very indifferently done, and 
ſerve to raiſe and encourage im- 
pure Thoughts in the Reader's 


Mind, rather than to convey any 
real Inſiruction. 


TE Authors on this Subject 


already extant in our Language 


have, in my Opinion, written in 
a very improper Style, and their 
Works ſeem to be calculated at 
leaſt, as much to pleaſe the Rea- 
ders Fancy, as to improve the 
Operation. My Deſign, on the 
contrary, was to compoſe ſuch a 
Treatiſe as one of either Sex 
might read without a Bluſh,and to 
expreſs myſelf in ſuch a manner 

as 


I rave ſtudiouſly declined 


N giving any Pre/criptions, or Forms 
, Medicines in the following 
Tyeatiſe, becauſe it would be an 

| Affront to ſuch as are regularly 
educated in the Profeſſion of Phy- 
ic; as it would look like putting 
my ſelf on a Level with the Gen. 
tlemen of the Faculty. I think it 
ſufficient for one Man to act well 
bn one Capacity ; and I have 
confined my ſelf to the Operation 

| of midwifery only, becauſe I would 
not willingly at any time take 
the whole Weight upon my ſelf, 
when it is in my Power to divide 


it. Beſides, I would carefully a- 


1 void 


| PREFACHS wm 
gas would not give the leaſt Of- 
7 fence to the moſt modeſt Reader. 


— — = = dn 
- a vo ow 0 > p 4 — —_— - — "Is o . 
1 Pra — TIT = 4 + #6 — — — 2 —_— 4 42 : a 2. wy SY —_— — > . N — * "Y . <-> — 
- 4p. —— — n _—_ — . 1 2 * — * a = os . — * wt — — 
— a ” — * er 2 — — 8 = — — — — - * ul 
* _— — * * 4 4 — dw N — 1 2 — —_ _ , ON t ». — * 

: — — = — Ms - > "— * 1 | x N © 2 — — 4 ” — 8 5 — 

n _ Pg "a3 n „ — n —. + _ _ a A 4 

| — 42 3 - JV * 6 4 : P 2 — . "4 8 * 2 
8 - — = 1 * __ P — 32 * 8 * 
* — a ” go 7 * Pu - l 
— p - on — . , 
K * p * 


” * 4 _ 8 , a - pg, = — — 
N 1 8 24. = 
r IR x” SC.” + RS - 


fo ERECT 
- - 
£ vx. 
% — | 


—g̃— —— 
_— * 


ym 


— — - * — — 
- W. 8 ——ů — 5 * MN 1 
Hr ns - 2 
7 0 Y 9 1 ng 


| 


* 
K 
1 
1 1 
bs + 
x5 
th 
ET. 
10 
1 


WE 
if 


13 — * — 


n 
- 2 
PR; r 


xi PREFACE. 


void making any ſuch Encroach- 
ments on others, as I ſhould not 
like to have made on my ſelf. It 
has always been, and ever ſhall 
be, my conſtant Practice to call 
in proper Advice in Caſes of Dan- 
ger; and after Delivery, which is 
my proper Province, I have con- 
ſtantly left ſuch as could afford | 
it, to the Care of their reſpective 
Phyficians. As to the Poor, who | 
are not able to give a Fee, I think 
my ſelf in Charity bound to aſ 
fiſt them; and certainly it i 
much better for them to have bu 
inferiour Aſſiſtance, than to periſſſ 
for Want of any. 


N 


THE Uſe of Hooks and ſom: ; 


8 4 
p - 
. 
* * 
7 


other Inſtruments, by which Iv j 
ing 
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ing Children, preſenting with the 


| 4 Head, are deſtroyed, when they 


ms 


one of my Brethren was called in 


might very eaſily have been ex- 
tracted in a few Minutes by the 
Fillet or Forceps, 18, in my Opi- 
nion, a moſt cruel and unwarrant- 
able Practice. But yet, however 


inhuman, it is, to my certain 
Knowledge by ſome kept up to 
this Day. A fond Mother in this 


| City lately told me, with a Flood 


of Tears, that this was her un- 


happy Caſe : T he Child had lain 
long with its Head in the Vagina, 
and ſo low that the Midwife then 
attending had expected it every 
Pain for ſome Hours; at length 
but not underſtanding the Uſe 
either of the Forceps or Fillet, 


b 4 and 


xvii PREFACE | 
and unwilling to kill the Child, | 
he for ſome time forbore to be 
concerned ; but the poor Woman's ; 


Torture and Danger increaſing, 
he at length fixed his Hook in the | 
Head; and fo extracted it, but, 4 
to the great Surprize of the O- LC 
perator, and Sorrow of the Mo- | 
ther, it was living before that At- \ 
tempt. 


T 
| I caNNoT forbear, now I am ff. 
| on this Subject, to mention the Þ 
| following Account, which I re- | c 
| ceived from the Surgeon who|Y 
| was conſulted, one of good Cha- ' 
racer in his Profeſſion, and now 4 
living in this City. He told me 
he had been lately called to aff: 
Gentlewoman in the Country, 


Where] 
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k here the Child fell with its 
Head into the V. agina very low, 
and there continued after a con- 
N f iderable time paſſed in great 
. | ain, without the leaſt Advan- 
„ Rage. A Man-Midwife upon this 
4 as ſent for, who knowing the 
, ſe of the Hook only, and being 
Fery unwilling to deſtroy the 


hild, let it remain in this Con- 


Hition for ſeveral Days; refuſing 
to perform the Operation, or to 
do any thing more for her than 


to preſcribe a few forcing Me- 
ho Wicines. At length a Woman- 
idwiſe delivered her of a dead 
Child; but the Parts were, by 
nefithe violent Inflammation, and the 
long continued Preſſure, ſo far 
mortified, that my Friend told 


ere 3 


xx eee 


me he had not the leaſt Hopes 
of the Gentlewoman's Recovery 


when he firſt ſaw her. 


/ 


How neceſſary is it then, 
that Men, who profeſs Midwi fer) | 
ſhould make themſelves Maſter 
of either the Forceps or Fillet ? | 
For I now once for all declare, | | 
have no Defign of putting then | 
into the Hands of Female Prac [ 
titioners ; the former of which | 
prefer : becauſe I can pals it wit! 
more Eaſe to the Woman; and 
the Compreſſion cauſed by it 
Uſe, makes the Bones of the Hef 
ride one over the other, and thiſ 
reduces it to a ſmaller Compalſ 
To which may be added, that tip! 
Forceps gives me a much ſtrong 
Ho 
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1 old of the Child, and enables 
me to draw it with more Eaſe 

land Security. But here I muſt 

Jobſerve, that as there are ſeveral 

different Sorts of Forceps, ſo they 

| gare far from being all equally 
proper; and great Regard is to be 

had to their Form. I once ſaw a 

f Pair at a noted Inſtrument-Ma- 

„ ker's, which I thought very faul- 

| ty; and was ſhewn a Pair by 

nt a Brother Practitioner in the 

Country, which could not be u- 

ſed with either Succeſs or Ad- 

| vantage; the Diameter of the 
| Curve being too large, and its 

Bows too ſhort. 


I nave in this Piece given a 
great Variety of ſelect Caſes, 
which 
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5 which may ſerve as Directions for ? 
E others to proceed by in the like f 
5 Circumſtances. Indeed I have 
= been the ſhorter in the Body of g 
the Treati/e it ſelf, that I might 
| have more Room to enlarge in 

| the Caſes; for it is my Opinion, 

; that a Caſe, where all the Inci- 

| dents are minutely related, will 

| affect the Reader's Memory more 

c than the moſt exact Deſcription 

of the ſame thing in the Body of 

the Work. 


WEN I publiſhed the firſt | 1 
Edition of this Work, I thought | 
my ſelf, at leaſt, the ſecond Eu- 
gliſhman, who had written pro- 
feſſedly on the Subject. I have 


ſince found I was miſtaken ; for 
Dr. 
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Dr. John Mowbray has given the 
| 1 1 a large Treatiſe, entituled 
9 2 Female Phyſician, &c. with 
q ſrhat he calls the whole Art of 
ew improved Midwifery, &c. 
[i That ingenious and laborious Au- 
.Y {bor declares ſtrongly againſt the 
Uſe of frightful Inſtruments ; and 
in this I heartily join him; but 
tannot think the Forceps a 
| hat Appellation. As it 1s not 
arper than the Hand, it may be 
introduced with all imaginable 
Bafety, according to the Direc- 
tions given in the Body of this 
Book. I can, from my own Ex- 
perience, affirm it to be a moſt 
excellent Inſtrument, and ſo far 
| rom Hurting or Deſtroying, that 
it frequently faves the Mother's 
4 Life, 


xy PR EFA C E. | 
Life, and that of the Child, as 
will appear in the Courſe of thi: | 
Treatiſe. 


Ir, by ſubmitting my {elf to 
the Cenſure of others, I ſhould 
have the good Fortune to excite 
ſome more maſterly Pen to im- 
prove this Art, it would much 
2ugment my Pleaſure and Satis- 
faction, as I ſhall thereby be in 
ſome Meaſure inſtrumental in | 
conveying a greater Good to m) | 
Fellow-Creatures. 
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TAE good Reception the firlf | 
Edition of this Work met wit! 
from the beſt Judges has encou| | 
raged me to publiſh a /econd, witl| 
confderable Additions and Im | 
provements 
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provements. Some Perſons, who 


thought they did Juſtice to the 
Performance itſelf, by allowing it 


very good and uſeful, have taken 
the Liberty to inſinuate it was 
| not my own. 
be amiſs to ask thoſe candid Gen- 


Now it might not 


tleman whence they can reaſon- 


, Jably ſuppoſe I borrowed the Mat- 
ter here dehverd. 
| Fleaſt probable, that the ableſt Pro- 
feſſors of the Art would comph- 
| | ment me with the Fruits of their 
Labours, and ſubmit to ſee their 
| Sentiments and Inſtructions u- 
ſher'd into the World under the 
IName of a Perſon, incapable of 
producing any Thing of his own? 
And that I have not this Obli- 


Is it in the 


gation to any inferior Practition- 


er; 
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er, is in a manner acknowledged 
by the Commendations beſtowed 


on this Piece by my very Ene- 
mies; ſo that on the whole, I am 
in no real Apprehenſion of being 
diſpoſſeſſed of my Title to the 
Performance. I own I had ſome 
Aſſiſtance in regard to the Dicti- 
on; and did not ſend my Papers to 
the Preſs till that was reviſed and 


unuſual Thing; and if that be a 
Fault, I am ſo far from repenting | 
of, and amending it, that I have} 
been guilty of it in a much great- . 
er Degree, before this ſecond EI 
dition went out of my Hands. 
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= £4 ſome Shs in the Art 
_ of Midwifery, with regard to 
the Operation, Pag. I. 


FI HE Author's Intention in this 


He omits the Deſcription of the Parts 
concerned in Generation, together with 


the Signs of Conception, &c. pi. 2. 


C He 
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He leaves the Diſeaſes which Child-bear- 
ing Women are ſubject to, to Phyſici- 
ans, whoſe Province it is to treat of 
them, 2.4, 4; 


Men- Midwives, the great Service they do 
to Mankind, P. 4. 


The Want of a better Treatiſe than any 
we have on the Subject of Midwifery, 
the Motive that induced our Author to 
publiſh this; which is founded upon 
upwards of twenty-five Years Prac- 
tice, Pp. 4, 5. 


It is generally believed, that the great Se. 
cret which the late Dr. CHAMBERLEXIU 
mentioned, by which he could ſave ſucl 
Children as preſented with the Head 
but could not be born by Natural Pains, 
was the FORCEPs, p. | 
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De Doctor applies this Secret both to a 
* Child coming right, or with its Arm, 
as equally ſerviceable to either ; which 
cannot be, and why, P. 6. 


7 he Head when it falls down into the 
Pelvis, but cannot be brought any lower 
0 the Force of the ſtrongeſt Pains, 

may oftentimes be extracted with the 


4 | orceps, which DAVENTER does not 
, give any Hint of, p- 7* 
n The Practice of drawing out living Chil_ 
c- | dren with the Crotchet condemn'd, p. 8. 
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| his Cruelty 75 the Reaſon why Women 
Ge | | forbear to make uſe of Men-Mid- 


1 It is the Author's Endeavour in theſe 
Pages to ſhew that moſt Births may be 
my 


| performed by the HAND only, cr, if 
p. | Inſtruments miſt he had recourſe to, 
The | by the Foxcers or FILLET, which 
are very ſafe, P- 8, 9. 
E 2 The 


/a Child preſenting its Hxab. 
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The Obliquity and lateral Pointing of the 
Womb, on which DAVENTER 2?n/i/ts fe 
much, ſuiſpected, P. 9. 


The Author thinks, with D1oNn1s, that it 
is needleſs to enumerate all thoſe dif- 
ferent Poſtures of Infants in the Womb, | 
which other Writers have done, ans 
why, p. 10. 


A Child either preſents with its Head, or 
it does not; if with its Head, what is 
to be done, 12:4, | # 


If it offers any other Part, what Courſe | | 
muſt then be taken, p. II.! 


CHAP. I. 
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HE Author condemm the Method 2 
of putting the Head back whenit Þþ by 
bears againſt the Os Pubis, and then F 


leaving h. 
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leaving it again to Nature; he thinks 
when the Hand is once in the Uterus, 
that it would be better to have Re- 
courſe to the Feet, Þ.-12, 


The Head may ſometimes be returned, 
even when it is fallen low in the Va- 


h to know when the Child in the 
Womb is dead, p. 14, 15. 
«| i 


| hat is to be done when the Head of 
the Child bears forcibly down, and the 
ſe | 1 Os Tince is but little dilated, p. 15. 


Arn Inſtance of a poor Woman delivered 


jo this Circumſtance, P. 10. 
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D. 


Men a Child preſents its Head, and lies 
hod fixed in the Pelvis, it can be extracted 
nit N but two ways, either by the Fillet or 
hen F Forceps ; though neither of them can be 
ing Ned if the Head does not lie low, p. 17. 
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The Author begs leave to be filent as to 
the uſe of the Fillet, and why, p. 17, 


Directions for the Uſe of the Forceps, p. 18. | 
| 


It is better that the Forceps ſhould nt 
be fixed together by the Screw, and [ 
why, p. 19, 26,| 

How the Author came by this Improve. 
ment, p- 21 

A Letter from a Practitioner in the Cour | 
try, inſtructed by the Author, conceri| * 
ing the ſucceſsful Uſe of the Forceps, þ 

P: 237124 F 


Dr. Mowbray miſrepreſents the ForcepÞ 
p. 25, 20 P 


—— [5 againſt all Inſtruments, p. 26, 2, N 


Honourable Mention of this Work by « 


ciety at Edinburgh, p-; 2 
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The Make of the Forceps uſed by the 


. Author, juſtified, p- 28. 
. a hen a Child is actually dead, it is beſt 
extracted with the Hook, ibid. 
R 3 | 
Directions how to uſe the Hook, p. 29. 
„ 
The Author ſometimes makes uſe of a blunt 
Je" 3% "—_— 
1 Hook, ibid. 
, The Operator ought to be exceedingly cau- 
"Þ ious in enquiring whether the Infant in 
TH 4 | 
the Womb be really dead or not, p. 30. 
1 | 
244 3 
An Inſtance of DAvENTER'Ss being mi- 
ey ſtaben in this Point, ibid. 


'4 good Maxim of Dr. CHAMBERLEN'S 
in this Caſe, p. 30, 31- 
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CHAP IL 


Of the Method of Turning a 
Cbild. 


HEN a Child is to be turned, 
P- 32. 


Tf the Artiſt finds the Face of the Chill 
lie towards the Os Pubis, the Author 
thinks it better to turn the Infant, and 


bring it out by its Feet, than leave it to 
Nature, p. 33 


Which way ſoever the Face lies, if the 


Head does not fall down by the Pain, 


but preſſes upon any Part, the Child 


to be extracted by the Feet, ibid, 


When the Head has fallen down, even in- 
to the Vagina, but has not advance 


farther by the Mother's Pains, the Au- 
thor has bappily returned it, and how, 


P- 34 


At 
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- An Inſtance of a Woman that was thus 


Caution in relation to this Practice, 


delivered, 


P. 35. 


ibid. 


Some Particulars in reſpect to the Mo- 


ther, which often occaſion much Diff- 
culty in turning of Children, p. 36. 


ö The unhappy Make of ſome Women for 
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Child-Bearing, the Cauſe of many ter- 


rible Labours, P. 37. 
The common Cauſe of bad Labour, what, 
p.38. 


Some Particulars in regard to the Infant, 
which render it difficult to be turned, 


P- 38, 39. 


The Poſture a Woman ought to be laid in, to 
have a Child turned, p. 39, 40. 


When you have got the Child's Legs, how 


vou muſt proceed, P 41, 42, 43. 
The 
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The Uſe of the FoNTANELLE, or opening 
F the Sutures in Infants, p 43. 


What Method muſt be taken when the 
Child is advanced as far as the Arm- 


pits, P. 44. 
The Turning of Children not equally eajj 


in all Poſtures, P. 45, 40. 


What is to be done when an Infant pre- 
ſents its Arm, p. 46. 


The old Practice of cutting and twiſting © 


off an Arm, when advanced, condemn-| © 


= 2 p- 47. 


The Folly of applying cold Water or Ice to 
an Infant's Arm thus hanging out of the 


Womb, cenſured, | ibid. 


The Method which ſome Writers adviſe of 
fetching a Child away, in this Caſe, by 
the Head, exploded, P- 48. 
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7 ; An Inſtance of a poor Woman delivered 
, 3 wobere the Child's Arm had been eighteen 
* Hours out of the Womb, p. 49. 


50 I 0peratars in Midwifery eannot be too cau- 
„ FF rious in the Uſe of Inſiruments, nor 
* can they take tos much care in inform- 

y 3 wing themſelves whether the Infants they 
5. are going to exerciſe them upon be dead 
br not, ibid. 


| | A deplorable I nſtance of an Infant's be- 
ing ſuppoſed to be dead, who had its 


, Arm cut of, and yet lived to be a Man, 
7 | P. 49,50. 
| PAVENTER's Practice of leaving the 
| Arms 70 be extracted with the Head, 
1 cenſured, and why, P- 50, 51. 
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of | 417 nſtance of the bad Succeſs of this Pra- 
by | ctice, Y p- 52, 53. 
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When you have got one Foot, how to ſecure = 
5 p.54. 

The Author has ſometimes extracted a 
Child by one Leg only, ibid, 


A Caution in relation to this Method, 
P- 55: 


W hen it is requiſite a Child ſhould be 
turned, the ſooner it is done the better, 


ana why, p, 56, 


When the Operation of turning a Child 
will prove difficult, and when not, 


p. 56, 57. 


Though the Author ſometimes mentions the I 
Turning of Children which preſent with 1 
the Head, yet he would not be thought 
to mean this of true Natural Labours, 


p. 58. Þ 


I henthere are two or three Children at 
once in the Womb, the Author, after 
{he 
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the Birth of the Firſt, is not for wait- 


ing the Courſe of Nature, but for 


Lugins away the reſi by the Feet, 
P- 58, 59. 


; r. MowBRAY agrees with the Author in 


this Point, p-. 59, 60. 


e Diſadvantages of the contrary Me- 


2 — —————— 


thod, p. 60, 61, 


hen the Navel-String 7s twiſted tavice 
round the Child's Neck, what muſt be 
done then, p- 62, 


The Author does not ſuffer the Infant 


Jo be wholly born in this Caſe, before the 
| Swing be cut, and why, ibid. 


1 dividing of the String, as mentioned, 
cannot be of any ill Conſequence, p 63. 


1 101 Midwives tie the Navel- String af foo 
* a Diſtance from the Belly, ibid- 
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The Author thinks this the Cauſe of ſome 
Umbilical Rupture, p. % 
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Of the PLACENTA, or AFTER. 
BIRTH. 


HE Placenta, or After-Birth, i; 
never to be left behind in the Womb, 
p- 65, 66. 


The Advantages of extracting the Placen- 
ta immediately after the Birth of the 
Child p. 66 


An Inſtance of a Woman at Halſted 
who had an emaciated Child and its Pla- 
centa taken away by this Method, whit) 
might otherwiſe have been left behind 

bid, 

The Author's Method of performing this, 

p- 07: 
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Proxrs cenſured for adviſing the After- 
' V Birth, in an Abortion, to be left to 
come away of its own accord, p. 68. 


The Diſadvantages that ariſe from Mid- 
wives not paſſing their Hand, as here 


directed, p. 68, 69. 
' Ho to ſeparate and draw away the 
Placenta, p. 69, 70. 
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b. One common Cauſe of bad Labour is, the 
* Woman's being put upon it too early, 
P.. 71, 7 


„ No Woman ſhould be put upon Labour, 
| before the Os Tincæ dilates itſelf, 


ed | p. 7. 73 
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s, | HENCE they proceed, p. 74. 


Whenever a Woman is taten 


with Floodings, provided they flow to 


any 
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any great Degreee, ſhe muſt be immedi- 
ately delivered, 1 
Floodings after Delivery, whence they 
ar ſe > P. 75» 7 6. 


Tf by more than ordinary Pain there ſeems 
to be any thing remaining, what muſt be 
done then, p. 77. 


The Author's Practice in caſe of violent 


Floodings, p. 77, 78. 


The Delivery of a Fœtus in Caſe of vio- 


lent and dangerous Fluxes, the proper | 


Buſineſs of a Man, according to Dro- 
NIS and MOWBRAY, Pp. 78, 79. 
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| | N untimely Dilation of the Os Tin- 
4 A ce reſtored, p. 80, 81. 
4 CASE II. 
— 4 Couple of Infants loſt by delaying De- 
17 livery, p- $1, 82, 83. 
N CASE III. 


A Child preſenting with its HE ap, ex- 
tracted by Art, after à long and fruit- 
leſs Waiting for the Force of Natural 
Pains, p. 83, 84. 


b. CASE IV 


An Infant advancing with its Head, and 
born as far as the Shoulders, but flick- 
ing there, extracted, p. 85. 
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CASE V. 


A Woman with ber Belly hanging down 
fo far, as to hinder the Hand from * 
being paſſed into the Womb, how de. 

livered, p. 85, 86, 87, 


CASE VI. 
Another Inſtance of the ſame, p. 87. 
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A Gentlewoman who dy'd by Flooding 
occaſion d by her Delivery being di. 
layed, p. 88, 89, 90, 91. 
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Ve Meaſure and Dimenſions of 
the Forceps, as inſerted in this 


Edition, after Page 28. are 
as follow : 


HETR Length in a Right Line, 

Fifteen Inches. The Length of 
e Bows from the Joint, where the two 
| Parts croſs, to the Upper Extremity, in a 
| Right Line, Nine Inches and one Quar- 
fer. The Girt of the Bows, when ſhut 
'| in the wideſt Part, Eight Inches. 


N. B. Fig. I. Repreſents one Part of 
7 Forceps, Fig. II. the Whole, not quite 
Put. Fi ig. III. On the Plate, inſerted 
her Page 180, Repreſents the Peſſary. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Y Defign in this Treatiſe, is to 
"JF V5 ; make ſome Advances or Im- 
provements in the great and 
#3 uſeful Art of DETIVIE RING 
OMEN, with reſpect to the Operation it 


ſelf and to point out thoſe Rocks on 
A which 


ain 
"I W W . 31 
- N 2 D - 
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| which many of the Fair-Sex are loſt, and 

0 cut off in the Bloom of Life, amidſt the 

| joyful hopes of an approaching Offspring, 

d 

j As to the Anatomy or Deſcription of 

# the Parts deſtin'd to Generation, the Sign 

_ = of Conception or Pregnancy, and thoſe of 

4 | Labour; the manner how a Woman is to 
| maaanage herſelf when with Child; how | 

| ſhe is to be ordered after her Delivery, | 
i the proper Qualifications requir'd in Mid. 
1 fes; how Nurſes are to order the Neu- 
| born Infants, and many other Particular 
4 + ll of the like nature, mentioned by Doctor] 
| Chamberlen, Daventer, Dionis, and others þ % 
[ I ſhall purpoſely omit them; referring 
iq the Readers, who want Information there- 

ö in, to the Authors here mentioned. 

1 

3 THE Diſeaſes to which Women are 

4 ſubject, both before and after Delivery, 

0 | as Vomitings, Diarrbæd's, Coughs and Dif- 

| ficulty of Breathing ; Pains in the Back 

| * Reins, Hips, and Breaſts; Difficulty of 

| Urin, 
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ine, Hemorrhoids, Pains and J. aricoſe 


1 ſenſtruous Fl UX, Dropſy of the Womb, 
ematous Swellings in the Labia Pu- 
5 ndi, Bearing down of the Womb; Coſtive- 
; ;, ariſing from the Fætus compreſſing 
e Inteſtines ; Prolapſus Ani, or Falling 
| dwn of the Fundament; Suppreſſion, or 
ho great a Flux of the Lochia; Contuſions 
and Dilacerations in the Perinæum and 
Eternal Parts of the Padendum; Con- 
| wlſions, Hyſteric Diſorders, Fevers, In- 
| f@mmation in the Uterus, or Vagina; 
| Abſceſſes in the Groin, Hips, or Thighs ; 
„ Cancers and Schirrhoſities in the Womb; 
| Rupcures, Inflammations or Apoſtems in 
the Breaſts, Curdling of the Milk, &c, 
of theſe, I ſay, with many other that 
wight be named, I ſhall take no No- 
tice, but leave them to Phy/icians, whoſe 
Province It is to treat of them. My Aim 
WD this Piece being not ſo much to inform 
boſe who are :1together ignorant, by giv- 
pg them Inſtructions for their firſt ſetting 
; A 2 out 
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vellings in the Thighs and Legs; the 
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out in Practice, as to add fomething to i 
what is already publiſhed, chiefly with 
regard to the Operation; which, I hope 
may conduce to the Benefit of the le 
knowing, and not prove altogether un. 
worthy the Notice of thoſe, who, being 
already arrived to the higheſt Pitch of 
Knowledge and Art, do Honour to ther 
Profeſſion, and Service to the World, by 
proving the happy Inſtruments (unde! 
Providence) of aſſiſting and preſervinyf 
the FAIR in the Time of their greatel 
Danger; and by that Means, of faving} F 
many great and eminent Men, who other 
wiſe could never have appeared on tht F 
Stage of Life, to do Service to their Xii 
and Country. 


I 6H 0ULD not have taken this Tas 
upon myſelf, had thoſe Gentlemen, who " 
are better qualified for it, been pleaſed u q 
favour the World with a Treatiſe M 
this kind; the want of which was tb 


only Motive that induced me to unde: 
cakW 


INTRODUCTION. « 


Eke the Publication of this; which is 
; | upon upwards of Twenty five 
Far, Practice and Experience, at South 
T-/tod in Efex, and the adjacent Coun- 
ies, and which I therefore hope will be 
viceable, at leaſt to every young Prac- 


ſioner . 


Ir, E chief Books on this Subject, 


| c tant in our Language, are Dr. Cham- 
ies Tranſlation of Mauriceau, and 
; e Tranſlations of Dionis, Daventer, &c. 
ich I ſhall have occaſion to mention 


Hreafter; and ſhall only obſerve here, 
* 'F the Secret mentioned by Dr. Cham- 
enk, by which his Father, two Bro- 
ters, and himſelf ſaved ſuch Children as 
eſented with the Head, but could not 
born by natural Pains, was, as is ge- 
| rally believed, if not paſt all Diſpute, 
ch 1 Uſe of the Forceps, now well known 
d U ? all the principal Men of the Profeſſion, 


| h in Town and Country. 
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Forceps or Fillet, and by them extract 
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Ix his Note (5. 176.) ſpeaking of th 
great Precaution that ought to be uſed f 


knowing whether the Infant be alive « 


dead, he ſays, That it is not ſo neceſ}, 
ce ry to thoſe Practitioners who can fett 
« a Child coming right, or with th 
« Arm, without Hooks, or ſharp Inſtn. | 


te ments; as the Tranſlator of this Bod! 


et his Father and Brothers can. 


HE RE is ſomething very odd m 
thinks, in applying this Secret to 


theſe Caſes, as equally ſerviceable ind g 


ther; the Caſes differing- ſo very wide 


and requiring a quite different Metha 
For the Head preſenting and far ady 
ced, is to be taken hold of either by t 


whereas a Child, which preſents an 4 
is to be turned, and fo brought away 
its Feet, 


DAVENT!E p 


* 


ä | 
ra 


ö 00 
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DAVENTER ſets out with the 
1 Wſpecious Pretence of performing all by 
Ithe Hand only, and profeſſes in no Caſe to 
uſe an Inſtrument. This he all along car- 


4 ries on, till at length, in the Appendix, he 
Tells us, © That if the Pelvis be propor- 
' k« tionably too ſmall for the Child, or if 
p . the Head of the Infant falls down into 


e the narrow Cavity of the Pelvis, and 
& is there ſo ſtreightned along with the 
J Shoulders, that the leaſt Deſcent is 
. not perceived upon the Force of the 
Ie ſtrongeſt Pains, and all Remedies have 
| ; © been tried in vain; for the Safety of 
„ the Mother, the Infant is to be hand- 
led, and drawn out as a dead one 


TH 1s indeed, is a Caſe which very 
rarely happens, and almoſt the only one 
chat requires an Inſtrument; tho? even 
: | here, the Head may for the moſt part be 
| commanded by the Forceps, of which he 
= does not give the leaſt Hint, 

A 4 
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THz Practice of drawing living Chil. 
dren with the Crotebhet when the Head of- 
fers, but cannot, by reaſon of its Bigneſs, or 
ſome Difficulty inthe Paſſage, be brought 
away, which is ſtill the Cuſtom of ſome 
raſh, pretending Artiſts (who know no. 
thing either of Returning the Infant, or 
of the Uſe of the Forceps or Fillet) ought 
to be utterly condemned and exploded by 
all fair and honeſt Practitioners. Ti 
doubtleſs this barbarous Cruelty in ſfomeÞ 
Operators, that, (as Dr. Chamberlen well 
obſerves *) has cauſed that malicious, bu 
falſe Report, That where-ever a MA 
comes, the MOTHER, or CHILD, v ; 
both, muſt neceſſarily die; and is the Res- 
ſon, many times, of Women's forbearin} 
to ſend till the Child is dead, or the Mo. 

ther dying. It ſhall be my Endeavour in 
the following Pages, to prove, That mol 
Births may be performed without 2 
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1 yents, by the Aſſiſtance of the Hand on- 
h ; or, where Inſtruments are really re- 
Juired, by the Help of the Forceps or 
Fillet, which are not only perfectly ſafe 
Ind innocent, but extremely uſeful, and 
ſome Caſes abſolutely neceſſary. 


8 
«Ss, 
* L 
$ 
4 
in 


By T toreturn: As to the Ole "op 
Þ1 Situation of the Womb, which Da- 
enter makes ſo much mention of =. I 
| Frankly declare, I have never found it to 
be any other than what follows; v2, 
Fat either the Mouth of the Womb 
uſies high, and opens backwards, againſt 
me Os Sacrum, or Vertebræ, or elſe for- 
8 dvards, towards the Os Pubis. I have ne- 


ver yet diſcovered a lateral Pointing, and 
| am ſurprized to find this Author inſiſt fo 
much upon it; though it muſt be ac- 
knowledged he does not ſtand alone in this 
Point. Dr. Moꝛobray not only aſſerts this 
oblique Situation with an equal Poſitive- 


* Chap. XI. 


nels, 
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neſs, but is pleaſed to beſtow ſome very f 
rough Words on ſuch as do not admit it * 3 


IsH ALL not here undertake to eny. 
merate the many different Poſtures diſ 


played in Chamberlen, Daventer, and o. 
thers, for I cannot but think, with Dzonis+, 


that thoſe Cuts which repreſent the dit. 


ferent Situations of Infants in the Womb 
in the Books of Guillemau, Mauriceai 
and others, are of very little uſe, eſpeci 
ally ſince tis not by the Eye, as he ob 
ſerves, but the Touch only, that an Artif 


muſt judge of the Poſture: I ſhall only 


obſerve that a Child either preſents with] 


its Head, or it does not ; if with its Head, 
Notice is to be taken whether the Poſtur: 
be perfectly natural; i. e. whether the 
Face of the Child lies towards the 0: 
Sacrum, or removed from that Figure 
either fideways, or to the Os Pubrs ; fo 
this, according to the Make of the Wo 


* Sect. IV. Chap. XIII. + Preface, p. 7: 
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man (not as to the Figuration of the 
zonb, but the Structure and Conforma- 
ton of the Bones) is much to be regard- 
Jed, and, accordingly, the Child is to be 
returned and drawn out by the Feet, or 
elſe allowed to advance in the Poſture it 
lies in, and fo be born with its Head 
T firſt. 


3 ls the Child offers any other Parr 
chan the Head, the Hand is to be paſſed 


N gently into the Womb, the Feet to be 
| ſearched for, the Child to be turned, and 
chat way to be brought forth without 
i 3 farther Delay. 

| 

|? Bur there is one Caſe to be excepted; 


vis. when the Child preſents the Buttocks, 

and is advanced in that Poſture even be- 
$ | yond the Labia; it is then to be extracted 
as it lies: which I ſhould chuſe to per- 
"| | form by paſſing a Finger or two of one 
Hand, or, if poſſible, of both Hands, to 
the Groin, and thus bring the Child away, 
rather 
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rather than attempt the Feet. This, 
however, can be done only when the 
Child is ſmall, or the Woman large. O- 
therwiſe the Woman is to be laid on her 
Back, with her Hips raiſed, and her 
Shoulders low, and then the Child to be | 
returned ſo as the Feet may be command. | 


ed. 


To the Firſt of theſe then, viz, A 
Child preſenting with its Head. 


Wf 4 Child preſenting its H x av. 


FE 2 F, after a ſufficient Tryal of 
natural Pains, the Head ſtill 
lies high, bearing againſt the 
Fe USSR Os Pubis; ſome Authors ad- 
2 when the Head preſſes upon that 
Bone, and cannot be ſtirred or returned 
by a Finger or two, that the Hand may 
be paſſed, the Head in ſome meaſure put 
back, and then left again to Nature. But 
cannot ſee why the Hand once in the 
Nonb, the Feet ſhould not at the ſame 
time rather be ſought for, than to hazard 
a needleſs Experiment, and at laſt be for- 
Iced to make uſe of that Method. 


men, be returned with much Eaſe and ; 
Safety both to the Mother and Child, a; | | 


Vice, and the Child ſtill living; to bring 
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Nay, if the Head be really fallen 


into the Vagina, it may, in many Wo. | | 


have often experienced. But when 
the Head has lain for ſome time low, 
when the Pelvis is ſmall (whether the | 
Poſition of the Face be right or wrong) | 
when the Parts are cloſe compreſſed, and 
the Head is not to be returned, when there 
is no Room for the Hand to paſs, when 
the natural Pains are of little or no Ser- 


it away, I ſay, in this Caſe, is a Matter of | 
the greateſt Nicety and Difficulty. 


INDEED there can be no Certainty Þ j 
of the Child's being Dead, whilſt the. Skin 
of the Head is whole and firm, and no 
Putrefaction or cadaverous Smell perceiv- Þ ; 
ed. But by paſſing the Hand to the Ne- 
vel String, as near the Navel as poſſible, Þ g 
if that has loſt its Pulſe, and you feel not 


the beating of the Umbilicsl Arteries, i 
the [ 


On M1DWIFERY, 15 
he Navel String be diminiſh'd in its 
| Fizoch, and is become ſmall and flabby, 
you feel no Motion of the Heart be- 
een the Ribs, if the Tongue be ſoft, 
Id without Motion, if the Bones of the 
Jead move to and fro, and the Sutures 
Ne, or wrap over one another, the Child 
chen dead beyond all Diſpute. But 
this is not always to be known ; and the 
Loom requiſite for doing this will gene- 
Any allow of taking the Child by the 


Peet. 


[ SOMETIMES there ſhall be all the 
val Symptoms of Labour, the Pains 
Fong and true, the Head of the Child 
7 ry low, and bearing forcibly down every 
) Þ Bain; yet the Os Tincæ ſhall be but very 
tle dilated, and that after many Hours 
ong Pain. Here nothing more 1s to be 
ne, than with the Finger to dilate, and 
ruſt back the Ring or Circle, if I may 
ih ſpeak, which the Os Tince, now very 
hin, makes upon the Head of the Child. 
This 
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This was the Caſe of a poor Woman ſoy. 1 
Years paſt, to whom I was called; ſ.fü 
had been many Hours in Labour, in th 
Beginning of which the Waters brok| 
the Head of the Child lay in the Yagin 
ſo low in the Pains, that the unskilfi 
Midwife (who had never touched thf 
Mouth of the Womb, which, as it ge 
nerally does in this Caſe, lay more tha? 
ordinary backwards) had given Hopes off 4 
Delivery the very next Pain. Here Idi 
no more than with my Finger dilate ani 1 
caſt back the Ring of the Os Tincæ, auf 
ſo in a few Minutes releaſed the poor Ir 
fant, which was near ſpent by its fruickih 
Efforts and ſtreightned Lodging ; GM 
Waters having been long loſt, and ci 
Preſſure on the Infant very great, eſpe 
cially in the Pains. 


Bor to return to the Method of far 
ing a Child whoſe Head preſents, and 1 
fixed in the Pelvis, and muſt of Neceſi! 


ty be born that way, 


1 
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TE Is can be done but two Ways, 

Either by ſliping a Fillet over the 
cad, in ſuch a manner as to extract the 
hild thereby (which I have oftentimes 
one with great Succeſs) or by taking 
Hold of the Head with the Forceps. It is to 
Pe obſerved, that neither of theſe can be u- 
led, if the Head does not lie very low, nor 
s their Uſe to be otherwiſe attempted. 


| T x former of theſe I mult beg leave 
o be filent in, as being entirely an In- 
| vention of my own; not but that I have 
been told fince the firſt Publication of 
This Treatiſe, that this is ſo far from being 
Bn Invention of mine, that the Filet is 
Weecnerally, or at leaſt, very frequently em- 

Iployed. I own indeed, that it may be 

i ommonly uſed in turning a Child, by ſe- 

JW uring one Foot with it, as I have directed; 

put do not believe the Manner of paſſing 

t over the Head to be ſo univerſally 

| nown and practiſed, 


B As 
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As to the Forceps, which, I think, ng | 
Perſon has yet any more than barely men- 
tioned, it is a noble Inſtrument, to which | 
many now living owe their Lives, as I can 3 
aſſert from my own Knowledge and long ; 
ſucceſsful Practice. 


THIS Inſtrument, tho' not pointed, 
mult yet be uſed with Caution: You are 
firſt to paſs one Part thereof above, gently 
introducing it, and guarding and directing Þþ 
the Bow as far as you can, with all the | 
Fingers of the left Hand (the Inſtrument : 
lying in the Hollow of the Hand) bein Þ F* 

- careful that no Fold or Part of the Yag:- 
na get between the Inſtrument and the 
Head of the Child, which would at once 
hinder any Hold of the Head (and con- 
ſequently foil you in the Attempt) and 
bruiſe the Part that intervenes. Bur a lit 
tle Care will eaſily prevent this. 


| ON Part thus paſſed over the Head, 


and under the Os Pubis, the other is to be 
paſſed 


47 
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ed over the Os Sacrum; and thus a 
Peeration will be avoided. When thoſe 
& paſſed, they are then to be brought 
q pe together, and, if you pleaſe, the 
2 rw may be put through and faſtened 

Sh the Button, tho” there is no occaſion 
| 0 the Loſs of ſo much Time; for with- 
Ir doing this, the Hand will prove ſuf- 
Fienc to keep them together; and thus 
zu may extract the Head, by drawing 
9 Ti down. 


IT is much better, as I have juſt obſer- 
7 d, that the two Parts of the Forceps 
puld not be joined or fixed by a Screw, 
tk Hand being ſufficient, and that for 
" ſe Reaſons. Firſi, becauſe when they 
an [crew'd together, tho' they ſhould not 
ppen to be exactly oppoſite to each o- 
Wer, yet they will turn ſo as to take faſt 

bld of the Infant's Head, and readily 
ad it. Secondly, In caſe one of the 
1 ſhould flip, it is then eaſily returned 
, | 1t9 proper Poſt, without being raken 
| B 2 wholly 


E. 


xd, 
be 
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wholly away: Whereas when they ar: 

ſcrewed together, and then flip off on one 

Side (which I have often experienced, 1]! 
ſpite of the greateſt Care I could uſe) th ( 
Inſtrument is to be repaſſed, and ſcrewel$ 
as at firſt, They have oftentimes ſlipped Þ % 
and when I expected the Head of th: 

Child, I have been deceived, and found 
the Handle Part come cloſe, the Inſtru. 
ment only in my Hands, and the Wort 
all to do over again. I have always found 
the Inſtrument far leſs apt to flip ſince 
omitted faſtning the Parts together ; ani 
with more Eaſe to the Patient as well a 
myſelf, and in much leſs Time than be 
before, have found the Head of the Child 
fairly fixt in the Inſtrument; that is, be 
tween the two Parts or Bows: fo that in! 
few Seconds of a Minute, I have had the 
Child's Head with the Inſtrument, aft 
which little or no Difficulty remains. Thi 
have I delivered ſeveral Women ſince m 
coming to Town, ſome of whom you vi 
find mentioned in the CAs Es at the En 
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or chis TREATISE; and Mr. Gifford, in 
| Caſe XIV, and elſewhere frequently com- 
plains that his Extractor ſlipt, which I 
, am fully perſuaded it would not have 
Lone, if the Parts had been left unjoined, 
as I now uſe them. 


I do ingenuouſly confeſs,that I came by 
this Hint and Improvement by mere Acci- 
Went, as, I believe, is frequently the Caſe in 
Diſcoveries of the greateſt Importance. 
| f or many Years my Forceps happen'd to 
be made of ſo ſoft a Metal as to bend or 
i dive way, or ſuffer ſome Alteration in their 
ure. They were made, as uſual, with 
ui | he Screw fixed ro one Part or Side of 
x em. Theſe I uſed for ſome Years ; but 
ey often happening to ſlip off fideways 
the before mentioned) my Opinion of the 
fteſhnſtrument was ſo much leſſened, that for 
huWany Years after I uſed it but ſeldom, 
md even not once in the Space of Ten 


cars, During which Time, when the 
nl B 3 Child 


— 


Aris 


Child could not be turned, I employed 
the Fillet only. This I freely commu- 
nicated to a very ingenious Practitione, 1 
now living in the Country, who wil! 
doubt not, readily remember it upon | 
reading this. At length I cauſed ano ſt © 
ther Pair to be made me, of better Me.! 
tal, and ſome other Improvements; the] 
Screw Part being contrived to take out, 
and not fixed, as in the former. Thü! 
Screw I happened to loſe in the Ch 
at the Delivery of a Woman, who, with 
her Child, is now living and in Health 
in Town; and being ſent for to another | 
preſently after, and being indeed forced u 
make the Trial, found that the Inſtrument 
did its Office much better without the 
Screw, or the two Parts being fixt. 


ALL I can ſay in Praiſe of this nobl: 
Inſtrument, muſt neceſſarily fall ſhort o e 
what it juſtly demands. Thoſe only, who «. 
have uſed ir, and experienced the Excel 
lency of it to their own Advantage, ane 
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| the Security of their Offspring, can be 
I truly ſenſible of irs real Worth. As I think 
my ſelf in Duty bound to recommend it 
ſtrongly to the Gentlemen of my Profeſ- 
1Þ ſion, I ſhall omit no Opportunity of en- 
deavouring to do it Juſtice. The follow- 
1 ing Letter was ſent me by a Gentleman, 
e who had been recommended to me for 
„ 7 Information in the Art, by a Surgeon of 
z the firſt Rank and Eminence; and has 
| ſince practiſed with great Succeſs and Ap- 
plauſe. 


ny. SIR, 

IF you pleaſe to remember, about 
| « a Week after I came into the 
Country, I acquainted you that I was 
called to a Woman in Labour, where the 


Nt 


9 
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Child preſented with the Head far ad- 
be vanced in the Vagina, with the Os Uteri 
1 attending. I deliver'd her with the For- 
7 © © ceps; and neither the Mother nor the 
cel- (e 


Child received the leaſt Injury. Since 
that Time, I am come into ſuch Cre- 
B 4 dit, 
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cc 


ce or thrice a Week; and I thank God, I 
have not as yet met with the leaſt Mi. þ } 
hap. Our Midwifes here are pretty! 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ee 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 


c 


* 


a 


c 


dit, that I am frequently called in twice 


dexterous; but when the Head falls ſo 
as to require the Uſe of the Forceps 
they are at a Loſs. I do not wonder 
that Dr. Chamberlen became ſo eminent 


in Midwifery, when he had ſo uſeful Þ 


and ſo ſafe an Inſtrument to practiſe 
with, : 


cc J have had two Caſes, in which | 
was obliged to deliver feetways; the 
Heads of the Infants not offering di- 
realy right for the Inſtrument. [ 
therefore thought it the beſt Way to 
ſearch for the Feet, and ſucceeded very 
well. All the reſt I delivered with the 
Forceps. I muſt once more beg leave 
to expreſs my Gratitude for the candid 
and ingenuous Directions you gave me, 


* 
1 
* 
b 


during the Time I had the Pleaſure of 


being your Pupil, I heartily congra- 
« tulate 
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ce tulate you on your Succeſs, thank you 
4 for the two Caſes you ſent me, and am, 


STR, 
Your moſt obliged 
1 Humble Servant, 
1 Lutterworth 
04. zo. 1734. Joun Pace. 


Ap here I cannot forbear teſtifying 
an uncommon Surprize at Dr. Mowbray's 
Method of treating this admirable Inſtru- 
ment, which he takes the Liberty of re- 
| preſenting as a barbarous Invention for 
ſacrificing the Child, in Order to fave the 

Mother's Life +; and ranks it with the 
| Hool, and other really barbarous Tools, 
calculated for extracting the Infant dead 
bor alive, whole or in Pieces. His Pathe- 
deal Exclamations, which make fo pretty 
| Figure on this Occaſion, might have 


+ Set, V. Chap. XIX. 


been 
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been ſpared, had he been acquainted with 
the true Manner of uſing the Forceps 
I am not afraid to ſay he was really igno- 
rant in this Particular; when I find him 
talking of braining the Child *, and they 
drawing it forth with the Forceps; where. 
as it is evident, from the Directions here 
laid down for its Application, that it i; 
to compreſs the Parts of the Head ſo as to 
extract the Infant with Eaſe and Safety, 
and that no Uſe can be made of it when 
the Child is brain d, as he elegantly word 
it; but that when it can be introduced, 
it effectually prevents that diſmal Acci- 


* = 2 2 2 9 ID * Tz FE "— 0p .. l __— * w7 - ed __ 
LORE OI PRO Os Vo dd eG entree; ©; . af” =. 8 3 — 4 4 VEE EW * 6 F 


1 — 
* 


n — 


2 
8 
"DS... 
—_ 


dent. . 
1 
THE fame Gentleman is pleaſed to | 
declare elſewhere + againſt all Inſtru- 1 
ments in general, *in all Conditions of b 
ce Births, whether Natural or Preternatu- L 
« ral, dead or alive and declares that © 
* in all Caſes the Hand is ſolely obliged, : 
tl 

* Ibid. + Sect. V. Chap. XXVI. 4 


ce and 
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« and only beſt ſerves, according to the 
Rules of his Profeſſion, to diſcharge 
s the Duty of all the Inſtruments in the 
| 7 « Surgeons Shop; excepting only in the 
| © « Caſe of a Monſter, or a very Hydropical 
Child“. But, I do not apprehend 
chat any Thing advanced by this Author 
1. | againſt that excellent Inſtrument here re- 
commended, will be allowed much 
weight to its Prejudice; ſince, as it ap- 


| pears, he was unacquainted with the true 
| Vie of it. 


rr 


I muſt acknowledge myſelf ſhort, in 

not giving the Figure of my Forceps in 
the former Edition. I was not indeed ſo 
| thoroughly ſenſible of this Defect till I 


to 

. found my Eſay honourably mentioned 
m by a learned Society eſtabliſhed at Edin- 
„ bargb for the Improvement of Phy/ic and 
u Surgery, in the Medical Eſſays and Obſer- 
ed | vations, Gc. Vol. III. Art. XXXI. As 


theſe Gentlemen, by ſaying I have not 
given a Deſcription of that Inſtrument, 
| ai 
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as I uſed it, ſeem to inſinuate that ſome- 
thing is wanting to render this Work 
more complete and ſatisfactory; I have 
now ſubjoin'd an exa& Draught of my 
Forceps, which is very little different 
from that uſed by the late Mr. William 
Grffard; and which I apprehend too of 
a Make preferable to thoſe repreſented 
Table V. of the Medical Eſſays &c. as 
taking better Hold of the Child's Head 
than can be done by an Inſtrument, whoſe 
Curves are broad, and not divided and 
formed into a Sort of a Ring, as in the 
Figure here exhibited; in which the 
moſt protuberant Parts of the Head lie 
naked; whereas in the Extractors laſt 
mention'd the whole is covered, and the 
Inſtrument of courſe takes up more 
Room. 


Bou r to return. When it is paſt all diſ- 


pute that the Child is really dead, and the 


Women about you are fully convinced of 


it, then indeed, the Child lying thus, may 
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be drawn with the Crotchef, But here 
N great Care is required to introduce it 
f againſt your left Wriſt, and in the 
| Hollow of the Hand (which muſt be firſt 
| paſſed, and laid upon the Head) and then 
ſo to fix and guard the Point of it, that 
f it may not ſlip and wound the Woman; 
Þ keeping the Left-Hand all the time up, 
and upon the Head, till you have it born 
ſo far, as to be ſecure if the Hook ſhould 
chance to break its Hold. 


A 
x 
* 


l ſometimes uſe a blunt Hook, which, 
when placed oppoſite to the Hand, and 
| paſſed beyond the Head, will often take fo 
| much hold of ic when ir lies extremely 
low, as to do the Buſineſs. Tho' even in 
the Caſe of a dead Child, the Forceps is 
preferable, and may be uſed with great 
| Eaſe and Safety. Here (when it will do) 
you abate of that prodigious Care requir- 
ed in the Uſe and Management of the 
arp Hook. 


I woald 


| 
8 


'; 2" * 
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I would of all things adviſe the Opera. 
tor to be particularly cautious in his En- 


quiry whether the Infant in the Womb be 


dead or not; if he chuſes to employ the 
Hook, or the Child does not lie low enough 
for the Uſe of the Forceps, and the Parts 
are fo ſtreightened, that he cannot eaſily 
turn it; for there have been many deplo- 
rable Inſtances of Infants that have been 
drawn out this way as dead, whilſt they 


have been really living. Daventer him- 


ſelf tells us *, that he delivered a Woman, 
as he thought, of a dead Child, when, to 
his great Surprize, and beyond his Ex- 
pectation, the miſerable Infant, who had 
been but roughly uſed, filled his Ears with 
its Cries and Lamentations. Some Infants, 
as Dr. Chamberlen obſerves , have been 
drawn forth alive, after they have been 
thought to be dead, with both Arms, or 
ſome other Limb lopped off; and others 
miſerably killed with the Uſe of Crotchets, 


* Chap. XXXII. + Lib. II. Chap. XII. 


who 


— 
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Jvwho might have been born alive, if no | N 
Miſtake had been committed. A Man Us j 
therefore ſhould uſe his utmoſt Endeavour : 4 
not to be deceived, always remembring, 
Sith the above-mentioned Author, That 
* Timidity is, in this Caſe, more pardon- 

x able than Temerity; and that it is better 
? to be deceived in treating a dead Infant me 
6 as if it were alive, than a living one as | 
6 if it were dead 

| TH 1s Part being finiſhed, I now come 
to the Second, viz. The METHOD of 
Turning a Child. 
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CHAP u. 


Of the Method of TurN 1 ng 
a Child. 


SR = = HIS is to be done in all Ca- 
a | ſes whatſoever, except in that 


ED already treated of; viz. When .! 
the Head lies high, not ye! 0 

out of the Womb, or when low in the F 
Pelvis, provided it lies ſo looſe as eaſily v l 
he 


be returned, and the Hand readily paſſed; 
as I have performed in many Women, 
with good Succeſs. When early in La. 
bour, or when, after conſiderable Pain, 
the Child does not fall down lower, the 
Artiſt is allowed to paſs his Hand, and 
make a ſufficient Enquiry; if he finds, | 
ſay, the Face of the Child turned toward 
the Os Pubis, it is much better to turn the 


Infant, and bring it out by its Feet, than 
00 
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to put the Labour upon the foot of Na- 
ure ; ſince this Method is much more 

ſafe and eligible at firſt, than almoſt a 
Certainty of a tedious and hard Labour, 
with the Hazard of being obliged to have 
recourſe to it at laſt; or than after a long 
Continuance of the moſt acute Pains, ac- 
F companied with the Perplexity of a tedi- 

ous Waiting, the Head at length fallen 
into the Pelvis, to be obliged to aſſiſt Na- 

ture by the Art treated of in the Firſt 

Chapter. Nay, which way ſoever the 

Face lies, if the Head does not ſink lower, 

by the Force of true and ſtrong Pains, but 

hangs as it were above, and preſſes upon 
any Part whatever, the Hand (to avoid all 
puzzling and uſeleſs Diſtinctions) ſhould 
de paſſed, the Feet ſought for, and the 

Child by them drawn away. I ſhall be 

very full and clear on the Manner of per- 

forming this in its proper Place. 


Tus, I ſay, a Child preſenting with 
its Head, is often to be turned, and deli- 
C vered 
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vered with the Feet firſt; in all other Poſ- 
tures whatever, always with the Feet firſt; 
and always turned, except when it preſent; 
with the Feet, and Nature has ſaved the 
Artiſt that Labour, and the Mother the 
Pain; or in the Caſe ſpecified in the cloſe 
of the Introduction. 


Id ſome Subjects, where the Head ha 
been let down into the Vagina, but has not 
advanced with the Mother's Pains, I have 
very eaſily and happily returned it, by 
gently preſſing back the Head with the 
Hollow of my Hand, whilſt my Fingers, 
ſtretched out, were within the Os T:nca; 
which, tho* not contracted with great 
Force upon the Child's Neck, ſtands in 
need of a little Aſſiſtance. Thus having 
conducted the Head till it is fairly in the 
Pelvis, as it was before it fell down, I then 
take the Infant by its Feet, and ſo eafily 
extract it. ThisI did once for a Woman 
who was much terrified at the Name or 


Thought of an Inſtrument, and would 
not 
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not allow of the Forceps, and at the ſame 
| Time fancied a Fillet would ſtrangle the 
| Child. I then told her, I would endea- 
vour to deliver her without either of them. 
Accordingly, I put her in a proper Poſ- 
ture, and delivered her as before directed, 
in a few Minutes, of a living Child. Bur 
I would not adviſe this to be generally at- 
ee nor upon all Subjects: For the 
Head lying very low, and wholly in the 
Vagina, but ſticking there, is, with moſt 
Safety both to the Mother and Child, ex- 
tracted by the Fillet, or Forceps. 


I ſhould now proceed to the Manner of 
| turning a Child, but ſhall, in the firſt place 
chat I may be the better underſtood, and 
et the whole in one View, and as ſtrong 
[a Light as I can, to the young Artiſt) 
mention ſome Particulars relating to both 
the Mother and Infant, which often occa- 


ion much Difficulty in the Performance 
of it. 


IN 
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| In Regard to the Mother; The 
Streightneſs of the Vagina is frequently 
a great Hindrance ; it being ſometimes ſo 
narrow, as ſcarcely to admit even a ſmal] 
Hand, tho' covered with Oil, Axungi, 
or the like. The ſmall Dilatation of the 
Os Tince will alſo ſometimes prove an 
Impediment, as will likewiſe the Water, 
having been long loſt, by which means 
the Parts are rendered dryer, the Paſſages 
leſs {lippery, and more contracted, and 
conſequently leſs fit for the Egreſs of the 
Infant. Strong Pains too are oftentimes 


an Hindrance, when they have occaſioned 


ſo much Loſs of Strength, that the Wo- 
man can bear but little Fatigue. One or 
more of theſe Cauſes renders the Operati- 
on difficult and dangerous; but eſpecially 


the Smallneſs of the Pelvis, and the more 


than ordinary Curve of it; the promi- 
nent Part of the loweſt Vertebræ * of 


the 


* Loweſt /ertebre of the Loins, and the uppei- 
molt of the Os Sacrum, and not the Os Sacrum a- 
lone, as Dr. Mowbray, Mr. Giffard, and others cal 


this 


RR » 
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; the Loins being ſo great, as to leave too 
| little Space between that and the Os Pu- 
is; in which Caſe it is with great Diffi- 
culty chat the Hand can be introduced, 
and harder ſtil!l to come at the Infant's 
Legs; eſpecially if the Poſture of the 
Child be againſt you. But the worſt Hin- 

drance of all is, when with great Pains 

| you have turned the Child, and brought 

it to the Head (tho' in ever fo right a 

| Poſition, which is always to be regarded) 

it ſticks there, and will not paſs at all, or 


not without the greateſt Difficulty. 


: Tus unhappy Make of ſome Wo- 
nen is the Cauſe of many terrible La- 
bours. Some of the Sex are this Way fo 
very unfortunate, that it is impoſſible for 
| them to have a Child born without the 


this Proceſs. Alſo in ſome Subjects, the Os Pubis is 
| of ſuch a Formation, as to leave very little Space 
between it and the Vertebræ before mentioned. This 
improvement I acknowledge I owe to that excellent 
| Anatomiſt Dr. James Douglas, who has found the 
Parts thus diſpoſed in a dead Body; ſince which I 
laye obſerved the ſame in another. 


C 3 Help 
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Help of Art, or even with Art to have 
a living one, unleſs the Child be extreme. 
ly ſmall made, if I may ſo ſpeak, to ſuit 
with the bad Form of its Mother, and 
ſhe too have an Artiſt with her very early |; 
in her Labour, T 


Torr Make and Conformation of the 
Woman, as to her Bones and the Shape of 
her Body in general, but particularly a 
to the Parts concerned in forming the 
Pelvis, and not the Obliquity of ile 
Womo (which Daventer lays the whole 
Streſs upon) is the common Cauſe cf 


bad Labours, and the Neceflity of Art. 


I'n regard to the Infant, the Difficulty 
of Turning a Child is more or leſs, ac- 
cording as the Feet lie at a leſs or greater 
Diſtance from the Mouth of the Womb; 
according as the Child turns with its 
Knees up towards its Belly, wholly bend- 
ing that way; or as it bends backwards, 
with its Heels turned to the Back, and 
perhaps 


1 
perhaps near the Head. In the former 
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Poſture, the Child more eafily bends 
round, and the Feet are ſoon brought 


down into the Vagina; whereas in the 


latter, it is bent with Difficulty, and the 
Feet are hard to be brought down. As 


in ſome Subjects, the Child is turned with 
the greateſt Eaſe, and in very little Time; 
ſo in others it is not to be performed 


without much Difficulty, and more 


Time. In this, more Force is required, 
the Mother ſuffers accordingly, and the 
Child is hazarded both as to its Life and 
Limbs. Another Difficulty ariſing from 
the Child, is the Largeneſs of it, when it 
$ too big for its Mother, either by a na- 


tral Make, or by its being dropfical in 
the Head, or any other Part. But to 
come to the Matter in hand, namely the 
Manner of Turning a Child. 


TAE firſt thing to be done, is to lay 
lhe Woman in a proper Poſture, viz. 
with her Shoulders very low, and her 
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perceive what Part offers firſt. If it be 
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Hips raiſed high, her Knees held up and 
kept wide aſunder, and her Heels draw; 
up towards the Nates. Which Poſture 
is abſolutely neceſſary, when any part of 
the Child is to be returned; and alway; 
the beſt; though ſometimes I have, in x 
well-made Woman performed the Ope- 
ration as ſhe lay on her Side. In thi 
Poſture the Vomb, with the Child, will 
fall back by its own Weight, the Chill 
will be more eaſily returned (if yet in 
the leaſt advanced) and the Hand may be 
paſſed with more Eaſe and Expedition, 
which is now gently to be introduced, 
being firſt anointed with Oil, Pomatun, 
Axungia, or ſomething ſmooth and ſlip- 
pery, to facilitate its Paſſage. 


TH 1s being done, it will be ealy to 


the Breaſt or Belly, unleſs the Child bend: 
backwards, with its Legs turned behind, 
you will ſoon find the Knees, Whatever 
the Poſture is, you are (with as little 
Force 
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Force as poſſible) to ſearch for the Feet; 
| when you have found one, the great Toe 
thereof will ſoon ſatisfy you to which 
Foot it belongs, whereby you will be di- 
rected on which Side to ſearch for the 
| other. If it ſhould lie ſo near that you 
can get the Feet cloſe together, it is beſt 
E | poſſible) to take them both between 
Four Fore and Middle Fingers, one pla- 
| Need behind above the Heel, and the other 
upon the Inſtep; I ſay, if you can com- 
mand both: and then draw them down 
ö into the Vagina (which, the Toe being 
towards the Child's Belly, in a Woman 
| well made, I have often done) ſo low, 
| that you may add the Aſſiſtance of the 
other Hand. It is much the beſt to ſe- 
cure both Legs; but when I could get 
o | only one, without giving the Mother too 
much Pain, and have found the remain- 
| ing Leg lying toward the Infant's Belly, 
| | have brought the Child away by one 
| Leg, with the additional Aſſiſtance of 
o Fingers in the Gron, when the Child 
was 


— 
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was fo far advanced, as to allow it. In 
this Caſe it is more adviſable to leave 
the ſecond Leg in the ſaid Poſture, than 
to attempt advancing it; becauſe if it 
be not entirely brought down, but leſt 
in the Paſſage, there will be danger of 
Fracturing the Child's Thigh, and the 
Woman muſt endure more Pains; which 
once happened in my own Practice. 


As ſoon as you have the Legs, you are 
to take them in a Cloth, and draw them 
gently down, ever obſerving that the Tos 
of the Child be turned towards the Mo- 
ther's Back, that when it comes to the 
Head, the Chin may not ſtick or hang 
upon the Os Pubis, as with the Face 

turned that way, it muſt do. If the Feet 
do not at firſt come this way, the Child 
is gently to be turned as you draw it, ſo 
that before the Head arrives at the Bones, 
the Face may lie right. But even this 
Care will not (in ſome Women) prevent 
the Infant from ſticking at the Head. As 
the 
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che Child, being drawn gently, advances, 
| you are to ſhift your Hands from the 
Legs to the Thighs, and as ſoon as the 
| Nates are diſcharged, you are then to 
draw no more at the Thighs but with a 
ſoft Linen Cloth round the Waiſt, and 
with Hold above the Hips, always be- 


ing particularly careful that the Force 
be not great enough to ſtrain the Back 


| of the Child, 


THE moſt unhappy Circumſtances 


that occur in this way of Delivery pro- 
ceed either from a diſproportionate Large- 
neſs of the Head, or from its being 
more ofified than ordinary; for the 
Heads of ſome Children are much more 
rm and gfified than others. (And hence, 
by the by, we may ſee the great Uſe 
of the Fontanelle, or opening of the 
Bones of the Skull in Infants, that the 


Bones may by that means ride as it were 


over one another in the Birth, and ſo 


leſſen the Magnitude of the Head, for 
its 


44 A TREATISE 
its eaſier Exit.) Or from a Streightneß 
of the Paſſage, for which Reaſons the 
Head ſticks at or upon the Os Pubi; | | 
and the protuberant Part or Proceſs of { 
| 
a 
| 


the loweſt Yertebre of the Loins before. 
mentioned. But to return; I fay, the 
Child is to be drawn gently down, til 


advanced to the Arm-pits, or there- 5 
abouts, when the Arms are to be fetched u 


one at a time, by the Fingers of the F 
Hand on that Side; then a Finger o 
two of the Left Hand is to be put in- 
to the Infant's Mouth, whilſt the Child 
is gently drawn with the Right, ſtirring 
the Head a little to and fro, that it may 
paſs quick; by which means, with the 
joint Concurrence of a little Help at the 
Mouth (all the other Part of the Lett 
Hand, and part of the Right drawing 
down, and the Fore and Middle Fingers 
moving the Head a little) che Operation 
is generally performed with ſmall Pain 
to the Mother, and manifeſt Safety to the 


Child, When the Child is advanced to 
che 
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The Head, it is more proper for the Wo- 
man to be turned on her Side, becauſe 
hus the Left Hand has more Freedom, 
and there is then no Preſſure on the 
the Point of the Os Coxygrs. 


| I n Av E turned ſome hundred Chil- 
dren, now living, and ſeveral of them 
advanced to an adult Age. Indeed at 
my firſt ſetting out, and for ſome Years 
after, this Operation often proved diffi- 
cult to me, even in thoſe Caſes which 
H now can, and have upwards of twenty 
Years laſt paſt been able to perform with 
great Eaſe; which ſhews, that in this, 
ks in all other Arts and Manual Opera- 
tions whatever, much Practice and Care 
fre required in every Practitioner, who 


ould arrive at the perfect Maſtery of it. 


| I wouLD be far from being thought 
to advance, that the Turning of Chil- 
eren is equally eaſy in all Poſtures ; 
dor it is far otherwiſe, Thus when the 
Navel 


4 
E 
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Navel preſents, the Feet indeed are eaſily 
and readily found, and the Child is bent 
the right way ; but when the Shoulder; 
or Spine happen to come firſt, the Feet 
lie far out of the way, and even when 
come at, are not without great Difhculty 
brought forwards ; and if drawn back. 
wards, are ill-fetch'd down, and both 
the Mother and Child ſuffer greatly, 
Much more Force or Violence is in this 
Caſe required, and the Artiſt himſelf ha 
but a hard Task. 


An Arm preſenting, and advanced 2 
far as the Axilla or Arm-pit, is not tobe 
returned, but the Hand is to be paſſed 
(which as Daventer juſtly obſerves +, 
is often found to penetrate with more 
eaſe when the Arm hangs down, than 
when the ſame is thruſt back again) and 


the Feet to be ſought for; which when 


* Midwifery improved, p. 194: - 


fi ound, 
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| | found, the Arm (tho' it were to be wiſhed 
it was not ſo fallen) will prove no very 
great Hindrance in turning the Child. 
Hence we may ſee, that the old way of 
cutting * or twiſting off an Arm thus 
advanced, and not to be returned, which 
| was always formerly attempted, 1s but bad 
Practice; though of the two, I muſt 
confeſs the latter Way to be the beſt. Nor 
is there any Excuſe for the Folly of dip- 
ping the Infant's Hand thus hanging out 
of the Womb in Cold Water, rubbing it 
with Ice, or touching it with a wer 
Cloth, which fome ignorant Midwifes 
be practile, in hopes that the Child, upon 
perceiving the Cold, will preſently draw 
it in again; becauſe the Child is ſo much 
compreſſed and ſtreightened in the Paſſage 


* wor 
>. 


g—_— - 
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fe 2 g 0 - . . 
af by this vicious Poſture, that it is impoſ- 
aa ble for it to draw it in again. Beſides, 


the Weight of the Infant's Body, which 


i Vid, Ambroſ. Parei Op. Lib. xxiii. cap. 26. 
" Chamberlen's Mauriceau, p. 204. 


nd, | 


bears 
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bears downwards on the Arm, will effectu- 
ally hinder it. 


80 ME Writers adviſe, that the Infant 
ſhould in this Caſe be fetched away by 
the Head; but this, as Dionis oblerves *, 
and as I myſelf have experienced, is im- 
poſſible; becauſe the Os Tincc, or Mouth 
of the Womb, which is dilated but jult 
enough to give way to the Child, | 
Arm, will ſcarcely admit of the Ope- | | 
rator's Hand, much leſs will it ſuffer the 
Infant's Head to paſs. The fame Author 
tells us T, that he laid ſeveral Women 
in this Circumſtance, and always ſuc- f. 
ceeded when he turned the Children and 
brought them away by the Feet, as 1 i 
have here directed; but that whenever Wt © 
he attempted to do it by the Head, le F al 


had always a great deal of Trouble, and i tr 
was ſure to be diſappointed at laſt, | * 


Pag. 229. + Id. Ibid. 
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I oNCE (as may be ſeen in Caſe xxv.) 


1 delivered a poor Woman, where the 
| Child's Arm had been eighteen Hours in 
the World, and much ſwell'd by the long 
i time, and the Ignorance of the Midwife, 
who pulled violently at the Arm every 
Pain; not knowing that it was altogether 


impoſſible to extract a full grown Infant 


by that Method. The Mother is ſtill liv- 


ing, as alſo the Child, which is about 


ſeyenteen Years old. 


OPERATORS in Midwifery cannot poſ- 


fibly be too cautious in the Uſe of Inſtru- 
ments, nor can they take too great care in 
| informing themſelves whether the Infants; 
| on whom they intend to exerciſe them, 
are certainly dead or not, as will appear 
from the following miſerable Inſtance, 


| There was lately living a Man, whoſe 
Arm was thus cut off before his Body 
or any other Part but that Arm was 
| born, by a Surgeon and Man-Midwife 

D lately 
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lately deceas'd, who doubtleſs, took the 
Child for dead: But finding it by its bleed. 
ing to be alive, which he did not in the 
leaſt expect, he ſtopped the Flux of 
Blood, and the Child (as before men- 
tioned) lived to be a Man. But whats 
lamentable Proſpect muſt it be to the 
Standers by, not to mention the poor ten. 
der-hearted Mother, to ſee a Child thus 
brought into the World a Cripple, with 
one Arm lopped off through Miſtake! 


BuT to proceed. I cannot by any 
means allow the Arms to remain above, 
and ſo to be extracted with the Head, 
which was Deventer's conſtant Practice“ 
The Force to the Mother is thus ren- 
dered much greater, and the Hazard in 
regard to the Infant the ſame, if not 
much more. For the Head may thus 


Pag. 230. In which he is follow'd by Dr. Mow 
bray, p. 265. Though the former owns he in th 
proceeds contrary to the Opinion of all Authors to 
him known; and the latter profeſſes to act in dr 
rect Oppoſition to moſt Writers. 

ſtick 


On MID WIFERY. 51 
ick upon the Bones, and the Child's 
| Neck be drawn, that is, the YVertebre di- 
q vided. The Arms can be no poſſible Se- 
eri for it is not, as Daventer ad- 
ances *, that the Head is taken hold of 


| Why the Mouth of the Womb, by that 
fixed, and there kept up; but by the 
Bones: And I am ſurprized that the 
Author here mentioned ſhould aſſert, the 
Child's Safety conſiſts in leaving the 
Arms to come with the Head, it being 
quite otherwiſe, For the Artiſt now draw- 
ting with greater Force, which is abſo- 
lutely required in this way of extracting, 
may be eafily deceived; and that Mo- 
ment when he expects the Child, he 
may draw its Neck : Whilſt in the other 
Way, the Arms being down, he has the 
Lnfant's Neck in his Hand, and conſe- 
[quently can better judge of the Force 
uſed, and thereby be able to treat it 
with the greater Tenderneſs. 


* Pag. 231. 
D 2 
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SINCE (as I ſaid before) the Head i; MW 
as liable to ſtick upon the Bones, when iſ 
the Arms are left, as when they ar 
not; the Caſe, I think, is plain on my 
Side, But, to put the Matter beyond 
Diſpute, I at one time, out of too great 
Regard for Daventer, took this Me. 
thod, till I found what I mention, wiz 
that the Head of the Child, though the 
Face lay exactly right, might ſtick upon 
the Bones: For when after the uſe of pro- 
per Strength, the Child was not bon 
(as I had Reaſon to expect it would)! 
thought I found ſomething give way, iſ 
and ſuſpected it to be the Child's Nec; 
upon which I forbore, and fetched down 
the Child's Arms, and found upon Ex- 
amination that the Vertebræ were divided 
I then put two Fingers of my Left Hani 
into its Mouth, and had the Head im- 
mediately. Now, had I continued draw. 
ing this Child, the Head would doubt 


leſs have been wholly divided from th: 
Body: 


| On MIDWIF E Rv. 53 
| Body ; and muſt afterwards have been 


| fetched away by itſelf, 


| 
? 
, 


Tx E Woman indeed had been fo 
E long in Labour, that the Child's Life 
vas before deſpair'd of; but had this 
Method been taken very early, and the 
Child been in full Strength, it would 
certainly have been the ſame. I ſhall 
only obſerve farther, that I returned to 
my former Practice, and from that time 
ſormed a Reſolution never to hazard ano- 
ther Child this way; unleſs, which will 
lomerimes be the Caſe, a ſmall Child 
land ſo a Part in proportion) comes 
very ealily, and with the uſe of little 
orce ; for then I continue todraw gent- 
y, and find no occaſion to ſtop or fetch 
lown the Arms. This 1s generally done 
hen the Second Child, in Caſe of Twins, 
taken by the Feet immediately, after 
be Birth of the Firſt, 


D 3 IH Av E 
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I Have before ſaid, that it is beſt 
| if you can, to take both the Feet x 
* once between your Fingers; but this i; 
not always, nor indeed very often, to be 
done. You may bring one Foot int 
the Vagina, then ſlip a Fillet with: 
running Nooſe above the Joint; thi 
done, and the Foot ſecured, but ng 
confined, you are to endeavour to find 
the other (to which that already brought 
down, will be a Direction) paſſing your 
Fingers up to the Groin, unleſs the Foot 
meets you 1n the way ; and bring that 
down alſo. 


ͤ—ü——— —ä—ä — — OT r TORE. — 


TrovGH it is much the beſt way C 

to have both the Feet, yet ſometime: ti 
when with great Difficulty I have hat B 
one only, rather than give freſh Pain F 
the Woman already much farigu'd befor fe 
I came to her, I have ſometimes left thi fc 
other Leg, and drawn the Child by on} tc 
obſerving to paſs a F inger into the Gru m 


whe! 
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| when ſo far advanced; and this I have 
done with Safety; nor have I ever had 
2 Diſocation of the Thigh-Bone by this 

Means, or any conſequent Lameneſs of 
| tc Part. But as the Force in this Caſe 
| F greater to the Woman, it ought not 
to be done, if, without too much Pain, 


| the other Foot can poſſibly be brought 

| down. 
IN this way of Delivery, Care is to be 
taken that the Child lies as little in the 
| Paſſage as poſſible, eſpecially when far 
advanced, leſt it be loſt, either by the 
Stagnation of the Blood in the Navel- 
| firing, now expoſed in ſome meaſure to 
| Cold, or by the Placenta being at this 
ume ſo much ſeparated, that very little 
Blood can paſs from the Mother to the 
Fetus, fo as to keep up the Circulation, 
for which Reaſon the Child muſt die, 
tor want of receiving Air by the Mouth, 
to put the Lungs in Motion, and fo 
maintain the Circulation that way, Be- 
D 4 ſides 
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ſides, upon the Mother's account, who 
muſt needs be in great Pain, you ought 
to be as ſpeedy in the Delivery as is 


conſiſtent with Safety. 


WHEN it appears neceſſary that a 
Child ſhould be turned, the ſooner it is 
done, the better ; before the Parts are 
much ſwelled, and become dry by the 
Loſs of the Waters, and the Woman 
Strength is too much exhauſted. 


Wu there are any of the Hindrances 
already mentioned in this Chapter, the 
Work will often prove difficult, and, 
with ſome Women impoſſible. Yet 
where a Woman is well made, and the 
Vagina receives the Hand, where the 
Pelvis is large, the Bones ſmooth, and 
the Spirits not yet exhauſted, it may 
be performed without much Pain or 
Delay. But when the Paſſages are nar- 
row, and the Loweſt Vertebræ of the 


Loins, and the Upper V ertebræ of the C. 
Sac rum; 
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| Sacrum, jet ſo much forwards as to leave 


too ſmall a Space between that Protube- 
rance and the Os Pubis, it is extremely dif- 
cult to come at the Feet; and ina bad Po- 
ſition of the Child, ſometimes impoſſible, 
E without too much Violence to the Woman. 


When the Membranes are not yer broken 


(as it happens to ſome who have been 
a conſiderable time in Labour) or the 
jfaters but lately loſt, when the Child 
is not very large in proportion to the 
Parts through which it muſt paſs, and 
bis Feet eaſy to be come at, the Knees 
| lying upon, or near the Belly; this Ope- 
ration may be performed with great 
Eaſe by an experienced Artiſt, with little 
Pain (far leſs than in common natural 
Labours) and perfect Safety both in reſpect 
o the Mother and Child; 


I Have this way delivered Num- 
bers in a few Minutes, without Hurry, 
or the leaſt Appearance of Haſte or 
Raſhneſs, and with very little Pain; as 

many 
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| many Perſons can atteſt at, and ſever] 
| Miles round Halſted in Eſſex. 


| Now, though I often turn Children 
| which preſent with the Head; this i; 
| not to be underſtood of true natural 
Labours, in which by the Force of ge. 
nuine Pains, when the Woman is of: 
juſt Make, and the Child in a good 
" Poſture, the Head falling down into the 
1 Pelvis, and advancing a little every Pain, 
Nature itſelf will do the Work wit 
common Aſſiſtance. This is indifpy- 
tably the ſafeſt and moſt happy Labour; 
1 and no one can well be ignorant what 
8 this common Aſſiſtance and proper At 
tendance is. Thoſe, whoever, that are, 
may fee it in Daventer, Mauriceau, Mou- 
bray, and others; my Deſign being to 
treat of ſuch Labours only as require 
ART. 


WHEN there are Zwo Children in 
the Womb, or three (which once I me! 
with) 


. 
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wich) after the firſt is born, I fee no 
manner of Reaſon for, but againſt wait- 
ing the Courſe of Nature, and the Force 
of the Mother's Pains. The Moment one 
Child is brought away, and given to 


| thoſe in waiting, the Artiſt is to paſs his 
and (which may now be done without 
much Pain) and break rhe Membranes, 
| if not yet broken, and ſo bring the other 
Child away by the Feet. This is a ſafe and 
5 ealy way, there being then Room to turn 
the Child in whatever Poſture it may 
chance to lie, without the leaſt Vio- 
ö lence to it or the Mother. No ima- 
; ginable Harm, that I ſee, can accrue 


| from this Method; but the Woman will 


have a clear Womb, be immediately freed 


| from Pain, and laid to Reſt, and the In- 


fant much more ſecure than if it runs 
the Hazard of a tedious Stay, which is 
oftentimes protracted even to the Space of 
twenty-four Hours or longer, between 
Child and Child. I am not a litle 
pleas'd to find Dr. Mowbray agree with 

me 


Manner of proceeding, in almoſt the ſame 


would fetch, /ays he, the ſecond Child 


being over, have them all continued and 
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me exactly in this Point, and adviſe this 


Words uſed by me on this Occaſion. © I 


te by the Feet, in Caſe the ſecond Floog- 
* ing is not yet over, and that notwith- 
« ſtanding the Head ſhould preſent it's 
« {elf ft. 


ON the contrary, the poor Sufferer, 
after ſhe has gone through the Fatigue of 
one Labour, and that perhaps a very 
hard one, and 1s much ſpent for want of 
Reſt, will, inſtead of that Refreſhment 
and inexpreſſible Satisfaction that may a- 
riſe from her Pain, Danger and Suſpenſe 


increaſed by a ſecond Labour. Weak 
and haraſſed as the is, ſhe muſt be till 
obliged to go through a freſh Conflict, 
with all its Accidents and Concomitants; 
which will greatly endanger her Health 


* Pag. 267. Where by the Flaading he mult 
mean the Flowing of the Waters, 1 2 5 


and 
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and Strength, and make a much longer 
| Time neceſſary for her Recovery. But 
1 | the worſt of all, and which too often 
happen in this Caſe, are Floodings, which 
generally prove of fatal Conſequence. 
But theſe ſhall be the Subject of another 
chapter. 


L I 
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Ix very often falls out, that (after the 
Birth of the firſt) the ſecond Child falls 
| croſs, or in ſome wrong Poſture, and that 
after the Waters have been long loſt, the 
Parts contracted, and the Woman has been 
much weakened. There is then an abſolute 
Neceſſity of bringing the Child away by 
the Feet. How much better then would 
chis have been done at firſt? Nor are the 
many Inſtances that may be brought, of 
Women and their Offspring doing well 
| (tho' there happens to be a conſiderable 
| Diſtance of Time between the Birth of 
them) a juſt Objection againſt this Me- 
| thod, all things duly weighed and conſi- 
dered, 


SOME. 
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SOMETIMES, and very often in- 
deed, it falls out, that the Navel-Szring is 
twiſted twice round the Neck of the 
Child; ſo that when it advances 1n a 
right Poſition, and is born as far as the 
Shoulders, I immediately order the Wo- 
man next me on the Side I uſually deli- 
ver the Child from me, which is the 

Left, to paſs the Sciſſars (carefully avoid- 
ing any hurt to the Child) under one of 
the Involutions, and cut the String, not 
ſuffering the Child to advance any farther 
before this be done. For were the Infant 
to be wholly born, it would hazard the 
breaking of the String, poſſibly and 
molt likely at the Placenta, and there- 
by render the Extraction leſs ealy; 
or, which 18 much worſe, rudely teat 
off the Placenta, which ſhould be cau- 
tiouſly and gently ſeparated; or perhaps 
pull down the Fundus Uteri, and fo invert 
the Matrix; which is a Caſe I have c- 


veral times met with after the Practice of 
rough 


I 
[t] 
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rough and ignorant Midwives; which 
may ſerve as a Warning to others, how 
they pull at the String without a Hand 
in the Womb to ſeparate and help to ex- 


, 


3 ä 


* 


tract the Placenta. 


3 


* * 
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No won the other hand; the dividing 
of the String, as here directed, can be at- 
tended with no bad Conſequence ; for 
| chat part of it which is left upon the 
Child may be eaſily held at the Extre- 
mity, or elſewhere, between a Finger 
and Thumb, by the Perſon in whoſe Lap 
the Child happens to lie, till, by another, 


the String can be conveniently tied. 


A p here J have an Opportunity of 
obſerving that moſt Midwives (eſpecially 
in the Country) uſually tie the String at 
100 great a Diſtance from the Child's 
Belly, and thereby occaſion a Weakneſs 
lor Rupture of that Part; which in Fe- 
males oftentimes proves of bad Conſe- 
quence, eſpecially when they come to 
bear 
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bear Children themſelves. I am inclined 
to be of Opinion, that this is ſometimes 
the Cauſe of Umbilical Ruptures; it ſeem; 
to me at leaſt to be no improbable Con- 
jecture. However, I ſhall leave it to he 
determined by better Judges. It is very 
certain, that more than two Inches of 
the String itſelf from the Navel (which 
at this time generally jets out a little) i 
unneceſſary; whereas I have commonly 
known Midwives leave Five or Six. 
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Hepar Uterinum, is never to 
| be left to be ſhut up in the 
Womb, whether the Labour has been na- 
| tural or not: And I have the Satisfaction 
of finding Dr. Mowbray recommending 
this Practice. This, /ays he, is to be 
done with all imaginable Speed after 
the Child is born, even before the Na- 
% vel-String is cut; becauſe the Womb 
* immediately contracts itſelf, ſo that 
* this cannot be accompliſhed afterwards, 
* without great Difficulty, p. 2200 I ne- 
ver ſuffer the Womb to cloſe before it is 
relieved of its Contents: For the Mo- 
ment the Child is born I flip my Right 
Hand into the Womb (at which time the 
E . Parts, 
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Parts, on account of their great Dilata. 
tion, will allow of it without Force o- 
Pain) and gently with it aſſiſt in extrad. 
ing the Placenta. By this Method no 
Miſchief can happen; but the Cake may 
without it, ſo adhere to the Fundus Uter WW 
as not to be extracted without the Afi. MW: 
tance of the Hand, which cannot after. MW: 
wards be paſſed without great "Trouble WW 
and freſh Pain. There may alſo be : Wc 
Falſe Conception in the Womb; nay ever WW 
another Child, eſpecially if it be emaciated, n 


Tris had been the Caſe of a Wo— 
man I once delivered (now living at 
Halſted) had not I taken the Method 
here mentioned ; for one Child was born 
by Natural Pains, and the Placenta, 
found, would very eaſily have followed: 
But ſhe, without my Aſſiſtance, would in 
all Probability have been put to Reſt, 
with an emaciated Child in her Womb, 
and its diſtinct Placenta, which I found 
and immediately brought away. 


E 
ec 


Mv 
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Mx Method is, to give the Child away 
immediately, and paſs my right Hand, as 
before mentioned, to prevent the Uterus 
rom cloſing on the Placenta. At which 
time the Woman, probably lying on her 
. Side, is to be turned on her Back, that 1 
A may have the Advantage of the preſſure of 
e my other Hand on her Body, for the more 
i eaſy extracting the Placenta. To pre- 
ent cod, I order the String to be cut im- 
d nediately, and its Extremity to be held; 

for there can be no Impetus in the Blood 
ficient for forcing its way in the Veſ. 
ſels, which may not be ſtopt by the leaſt 
preſſure. Nor can J imagine, ſuppoſing 
it let go for a Minute, that the Loſs of 
mall Quantity of Blood would be at- 
ended by any bad Conſequence ; perhaps; 


enn 


d: 

inen the contrary, ſuch a moderate Loſs 

t might prevent Convulſions, &c. But I 

w 4) 1 

0 leave this to the Conſideration of better 
z 


udges. 


E 2 DIONTIS 
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DIONIS tells us, p. 189. © That 
if the After-B:rth in an Abortion, at the 
« End of two or three Months, comes not 
ce away, it is not worth while to be con- 
&« cerned at it; for it is not big enough 
te to occaſion any mortal Symptons. ” 
But I mult beg leave to be of the contra- 
ry Opinion; as having in theſe Miſcar- 
riages frequently obſerved great and dan- 
gerous Floodings, and other bad Symptom 
to ariſe from a Retention of the After. 


** 


0 


Burden, Nor would I adviſe any one 
to truſt to its coming away of its own 
accord, or to leave the Expulſion of it to 
Nature, as this Author ſeems to hint. 

B r to return: A Midwife who b 
not thus careful to introduce her Hand, T 
but only takes what comes away of 1M; 
ſelf, may probably leave ſomething be-. f. 
hind, to the great Peril and Prejudice of C 
the Woman. The remaining Pains are F 


oftentimes imperfect, and ſo paſs unde! 


the Denomination of Aſter-Pains, till 3 
bad 
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bad Fever is kindled, or Floodings are oc- 
cafioned; both which generally prove fa- 
| ral, and might have been prevented by 
. | chi Method, which was alſo Dawventer's, 
| as may be ſeen in his Treatiſe *, and 
3 which! believe is the preſent Practice of 
the greateſt Maſters in the Profeſſion. 


n 


„ : 
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"= Nox are the Examples of many Wo- 
men doing very well under the Manage- 
ment of ſuch Midwives as never paſs the 
| Hand, any Objection to this Method, 

ſince no one was ever hurt by it, but 
thou ſands on the contrary have ſuffered, 
nay died, by the Omiſſion thereof. 


Ir may be neceſſary perhaps in this 
Place to add a Word or two concerning 
the Operation itſelf. The Hand (as be- 
fore directed) being introduced into the 


Uterus the Moment the Child is born, the 
Placenta, if already looſened from the 


* Chap. XXVIII. 


E 3 Matrix, 
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Matrix, will eafily fall down into it 
(which muſt lie juſt within the Mout| 
of the Womb) and by that Mean; 
may be eaſily graſped by one Hand, whilſt 
you draw the String a little with the o. 
ther: This will bring it down immedi. 
ately; but before you do this, it is beſt, 
tho' the Cake does not adhere, to pa; 
your Hand fo far, as to be aſſured that 
there is nothing more remaining. If i 
does adhere, you are very gently, and by 
degrees, to ſeparate the Part from th: 
Matrix with your Fingers, and when 
looſened, draw the String gently, and 
keep all contained (as it were) before the 
Holiow of the Hand, in the Womb, leav- 
ing nothing behind. This is to be done, 
if you are at the Birth of the Child; and 
in c you are ſent for after the Child 1 
bor che Hand muſt then be introduced 
as cre directed, and the ſame Method 
taken. 


I H AVE 
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I nAvE often been called many 
Hours after the Birth of the Child, and 
| | when the String has been broken off at, or 
near the Placenta. This indeed is a very 


)= 
great Diſadvantage ; not that the Navel- 


q String (as ſome may imagine) is any Direc- 
don or Guide, but becauſe when the 
: Placenta is looſened, it is of ſome Help 
in the Extraction. It is not, I confeſs, 
Te eaſily taken away whole by the Hand 
only; but nevertheleſs it may thus with 


care be done well, and with Safety. 
N | 
ON x great and common Cauſe of bad 


Labour is the Woman's being put upon 
| it too early, whereby ſhe is often much 
| haraſſed, and her Strength ſo loſt by un- 
profitable Pains, that when ſhe comes to 
be fairly and truly in Labour, her Pains, 
from a Defect of Spirits, cannot riſe to a 
Height ſufficient for Delivery, tho' the 
Make of the Woman and Poſture of the 
Child ſhould happen to favour it. So 

E 4. that 
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that by this Means, that which otherwiſe 
might have been an eaſy and natural La- 
bour, is rendered otherwiſe, and Art is 


forced to ſupply the Place of Nature, 


THrr Midwife ſometimes cannot 
diſtinguiſh Genuine Pains from Spi. 
rious ones; they are often mixed to- 
gether, and many Women have ſuch for 
more than a Month's Time before their 
Delivery, as much reſemble true Labour 
Here a Midwife being ſent for, ſhall fre- 
quently, without proper Enquiry (tha 
by the Touch I mean) encourage thel: 
Pains by Hot Suppings, Ciyſters, Cordial 
Medicines, a warm Room, c. and 6 
bring on untimely Labour, to the great 


Hazard, and ſometimes Loſs of both the 
Mother and Child. 


N o Woman whatever ſhould be put 
upon her Labour before the Os Tincs, 
or inner Orifice of the Womb, dilates 
and opens itſelf, I have been often call 

ed 
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: ed in at the faxth, ſeventh, and erghth 
Month, when the ſmall Efforts, Nature 
| has at that time made, and the Spurious 
| Pains have been ſo far heightened by at- 
| tempting to bring on the Labour, that the 
Mouth of the Womb has been ſo much 
© dilated, as to give an eaſy Admittance to 
my Hand, Yet there being no Flux from 
the Uzerus, I always choſe rather to quiet 
my Patients by proper Anodynes, and or- 
der them to keep their Beds, &c. by 
which Means they have gone their full 
time, and been at laſt happily delivered. 
This ſhould ever be done when there are 
no Floodings, Convulſions, or other threa- 
tening Symptoms, which call for a ſpeedy 
and immediate Delivery. 


„ . 


Of FloopriNnGs. 


JLOODINGS proceed from 

1 : 1 a Separation of the Placentt 
either in Whole or in Part 

from the Uterus, As both the 

Veins and Arteries of the Placenta at 
ſuppoſed to inoſculate with thoſe of the 
Uterus; it is plain to every Capacity, that 
their Separation, muſt neceſſarily be fol. 
lowed by this Diſcharge, and that it can- 
not be ſtopped till the Mouths of thelc 
Veſſels are contracted, which cannot be 
as long as the Womb is diſtended with it 
Contents. So that at what Time ſoever 
of Pregnancy a Woman happens to Þ: 
afflicted with Flodings, ſhe muſt be de- 
livered; eſpecially if they come to an) 
grea 


—— . 
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| great Degree, and (as for the moſt part 
it happens) the Mouth of the Womb 
is dilated; that is, if it will eaſily re- 
| ceive two Fingers. Nothing in this Caſe 
but timely Delivery, by which, e're it be 
too late, the gaping Veſſels may contract 
| themſelves, can promiſe the leaſt Safety. 


Fon the Want of this many fatal 
Hæmorrhages have happened, in which 
near the whole Maſs of Blood has been 
Icxhauſted. Few Midwives are ſufficient- 
F appriſed of this unhappy Symptom, 
which calls loudly for the beſt Advice 
hat Land Aſſiſtance, as being a Rock on which 
many of che Sex are loſt. 

an 
hele 
be, 


1 it; 


FLOODINGS after Delivery are ve- 
ry frequent, even when the Delivery is 
compleat, and nothing remains behind. 
eye This may proceed from ſeparating the 
Placenta too haſtily, from the Patient's 
ge- being much heated in a long and hard 
am Labour, from the Blood's being rendered 


gre: 100 


"yy — : _ 
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too hot and thin by Volatiles and other 


ſtrong Medicines, given in Labour, ir 
order to ſupport the Spirits, or from a ve. 
ry ſanguine and Plethoric Conſtitution, 


likewiſe from too great a Laxity or Re. 


laxation of the Fibres. I ſay, that Fliud. 
ings may, and oftentimes do happen whe 
nothing is left in the Womb: But whe 
there is either a falſe Conception, or par? 
of the Placenta remaining, Nature wil: 
doubtleſs endeavour to expel it, and thi 
muſt in Courſe force the Blood out d 
the Veſſels, whoſe Orifices are not yi! 
cloſed. They are alſo occaſtoned by lo 
and hard Labour; the Fibres of tht 
Womb are thereby in a great mealure 
grown unelaſtick, and deprived of the 
Tone or Power of Contraction: S0 thil 
much Room remaining within, while 
perhaps the Os Tince is ſtreightened 
large Clods ſhall be formed, which wil 
neceſſarily occaſion Diſtention and Pall 


One Clod again being expelled, the Ve 
ſel 
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el will ſometimes bleed a- new, and form 
N freſh ones. 


Ix from more than ordinary Pain, it 
is reaſonable to ſuſpect any thing remain- 
ing, it is proper to make Enquiry by the 
Touch, and, if poſſible, to fetch it away. 
If this cannot be done, that is, if there is 
no Dilation of the Os T:nce, then proper 
Medicines are to be given, in order to fa- 
Fcilitate the Expulſion, and ſtay the Flux, 
whilſt the Woman is kept cool. 


| WHEN the Diſcharge is very great, 
it requires the moſt immediate Aſfſiſ- 
ſance, or the unhappy Woman, now juſt 


heil eelivered, freed from her Pains and Fears, 
tha End fluſhed as it were with new Lite, 
Jill"!!! be infalliby loſt. In this Caſe I ne- 
ned er bleed, but lay the Patient very cool, 
wil: moſt naked, and cover her Body with 
Pain loths dipped in Water, or Vinegar and 


ve ter mixed. This I fay muſt be done 
rhen the Flux is extremely violent, and 
without 
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without which the Woman's Life woul; 
be loſt in a few Minutes: It at once con. 
ſtringes and reſtores the Tone of th 
Fibres and Veſſels of the Uterus, at the 
ſame time that it abates the too violent 
Motion of the over-heated Blood. | 
beg Leave to recommend this Method 
as what I am confident has ſaved the 
Lives of great Numbers in the Courſe of 
my Practice, 


IH ave given ſeveral Caſes of thi 
ſort, which I hope may prove ſufficien 
to engage Female Practitioners to fend 
for ſuperior Aſſiſtance, when the Matter 
becomes too difficult for them. Daven- 
ter conſiders the Delivery of a Fætus in 


as the proper Buſineſs of a * Man Mid- 
wife. And Dr. Mowbray in his FEMALIM: 
PavysIClaN, having given a ſhort, bu 
diſtinct Account of Flues of Blood, and 
conſidered three ſeveral Cauſes of thi! 


* Chap. XXII, 


8y mptom ſ 
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Symptom, and the Danger attending it, 
„adds“: © Wherefore it is, that the re- 
* 0 ſpective Cures of theſe ſundry Caſes 

belong only to the ableſt Phyſicians; 

0 and that moſt properly to him, who 
wprofeſſes and practiſes Mipwirzsy ; 
d < becauſe, when Medicinal Helps fail, 
and cannot prevent Misfortunes, he 
will at leaſt know beſt then, how to 
* compoſe and mitigate them, by de- 
$ livering the Woman, if Neceſſity to 
$ require.“ 


THOS E who want further Informa- 
ion on this Subject, may conſult Dr. 
Chamberlen, Daventer, Dionts, and others, 
rho have treated fully of it; and there- 
lore I proceed to give an Account of ſome 
remarkable Caſes and Obſervations that 
have occurred to me in Practice, and 
which I hope will prove ſerviceable and 
advantageous to all ſuch as make Mip- 
WIFERY their Profeſſion. 


Set. 3. Chap. XIX. 


tom, | C H A P. 
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GGC (CAS RIDER 
Ar. v. 


Containing a variety of C ASES 
which illuſtrate and confirm the 
MzeTHoDs above laid down, 


CASE I. 


An Untimely Dilatation of the Os Tincz 
Reſtored. 


N the Year 1710, I was called 
5 | to a Woman, who had ver) 
Bl narrowly eicaped with Lift 

in ſome of her former La- 

bours. I found the Mouth of the Womb 
fairly dilated, even enough to have al- 
lowed of the Hand, a large Water gs: 
thered, together with other uſual Symp. 
toms of a natural Labour. Her Pain 
indeed were but ſhort and imperfect 
nor did they increaſe by the Adminiſtra 
tion of Warm Suppings; upon which 
orderec 
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ordered her to Bed, to take a compoſing 
Draught, and keep quiet. Her Pains 
by this Means were wholly abated, the 
Os Tince in ſome meaſure contracted it 
ſelf, and ſhe went three Weeks longer, 
which was her full time; and then had a 
kind and ſpeedy Delivery. 


CASE II. 
A couple of Infants loft by delaying De- 
livery. 


WOMAN, who had been twice or 
thrice delivered by a Man, of 
Children that always preſented with the 
Head, which the Operator took a fatal 
Freedom with, v2. uſing the Hook, at laſt 
ſent for me early in Labour. I found the 
Mouth of the Womb fairly dilated, a 
large Water gathered, and the Pains true 
and good, whereby the Membranes were 
ſoon broken. The Child lay in a righr 
Poſture; but the Head preſſing directly 
upon the Os Pubis, it made no Advance, 


though after a fair Trial of an Hour's 
. Pain, 
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Pain, which was good, and not flow, | 
then propoſed to deliver her, giving 
Hopes at the ſame time of the Child, and 
promiſing to uſe no Inſtrument ; but this 
was not yet allowed of, and ſo I waz 
forced to deſiſt, till at laſt the Woman 
began to grow weak, and the Pains a- 
bated of their Force. I had then Leave 
to act as I ſhould think fit; upon which 
I put the Woman into a proper Poſture, 
viz. with her Hips raiſed higher than 
her Shoulders, and gently paſſing my 
Hand into the Womb, I took the Child 
by the Feet, and fo deliver'd her in two 
or three Minutes, with great Eaſe and 
Safety; but the Child was already dead 
by the long Delay. I attended her al. 
ſo in a ſecond Labour, which proved jul 
the ſame : Upon which I declared, chati 
was my Opinion the Child might have 
been ſaved, had I been allowed to delive! 
her ſome Hours ſooner, and as ſoon 7. 


the Membranes broke, or rather as foo" © 


as the Mouth of the Womb wauld adm ; 
| my 
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my Hand. I had then a Promiſe both 
from herſelf and her Friends, that if 
ever J happened again to attend her in 
the like Cafe, I ſhould proceed as my 
own Judgment directed. Accordingly, I 
was called a third time, and then in the 
ſame manner delivered her eafily and 
happily of a /zving Child. 


CASE III. 
A Child preſenting with its HE AD, ex- 
tracted by Art, after a long and fruit- 
leſs Waiting for the Force of Natural 


Pains. 


A GENTLEWOMAN of a very 
weak Conſtitution fell gradually 
and naturally into Labour ; the Mouth 
of the Womb was eaſily and fairly di- 
lated, a good Water gathered, and the 
Child preſented right; but her Pains 
could not by any Encouragement be 
raiſed to ſuch a Height as to bring the 
Child into the World, or indeed break 
the Waters, whilſt ſhe could hardly be 

OI ſupported 
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ſupported from fainting, though there 
was not the leaſt Loſs of Blood to occa- | 
ſion it. Finding the Pains could not by 
Oil of Cinnamon (which, by the way, is 
one of the beſt Medicines that can be 
given in this Caſe) and other proper Re- 
medies, be brought to give ſufficient Force, 
or Stimulus, I thought it neceſſary to haye 
recourſe to Art, and ſo with great Eaſe MW 
as well to my Patient as myſelf, paſſed 
my Hand, and in one Minute delivered 
her of the Child. I likewiſe delivered 
her, at different times, of three more 
Children in the ſame Manner, but did 
not wait ſo long as at firſt ; for finding 
the Parts would allow of it, I made no 
Delay, but delivered her as ſoon after 
my Arrival as I could make the neceſſi- 
ry Preparations, and ever with Safety bott 
to herſelf and Children, all which are nos 
living. 


CAS M6 
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CASE IV. 
| An Infant advancing with its Head, and 


born as far as the Shoulders, but ftick- 
ing there, extracted. 


IN 1712 J was called to a Woman, 
1 who had lain fen or twelve Hours 
with the Head of the Child born as far 
as the Shoulders; but the Midwife being 
ignorant, and the Pains going off, ſuffered 
the Infant to ſtop there, I immediately 
lipped my Fingers under the Arm-pits of 
the Child, and ſo preſently delivered her, 
with little or no Difficulty. 


CASE v. 


A Woman with her Belly hanging down 
ſo far as to hinder the Hand from being 
paſſed into the Womb, bow delivered. 


Was called to a Woman who had 
been long in Labour, and in very 
S Meat Pain. The Mid wife very frankly 
and honeſtly told me, that ſhe could not 
F 3 poſſibly 
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poſſibly come at the leaſt Knowledge of 
any Part of the Child, or the Mouth of 
the Womb. Indeed it could not well be 
otherwiſe by the common Enquiry ; for 
I found her Belly (the Body of the Womb 
hanging quite over the Os Pubis) like a 
large Bag extending itſelf almoſt down 
to her Knees, ſo that though her Pains 
were very great, yet there was not the 
leaſt Direction to the Vagina. I put her 
into a proper Poſture, with her Shoulders 
laid low, and her Hips raiſed high with 
Pillows: This done, her Body was held 
(or as it were thruſt) up to her Breaſt: 
T then paſſed my Hand eaſily into the 
Womb, the Os Tincæ being ſufficiently 
dilated, and by turning the Child, deli- 
vered her in a few Minutes. Bur the 
Bones of this Infant were, I think, more 
brittle than ordinary; for fetching down 
one of the Arms with my Finger, it ſnapped 
like a Piece of Glaſs. This Accident, [ 
freely confeſs, has three or four times 


happened in the Courſe of my Practice, 
and 


On MIDWIFERY. 87 


| and it is carefully to be guarded againſt 
in fetching down the Arms, though they 
are eaſily cured, becauſe the Bones in 
| this Infantile State are extremely foft and 
| cartilaginous, and ſo will eaſily yield a 
Callus. This Woman was ſo well, that 
at the end of three Weeks ſhe walked a- 
bout four Miles to me, wih the Child 
in her Arms, in order to have it dreſſed. 


* 


CASE VL 
Another Inſtance of the fame. 


Our Years after this, I was called 
to another Woman where the Caſe 
was nearly the ſame, her Belly hanging 
down like the former, and her Pains 
having very little Force on, or Direction 
to the Vagina, This Woman I laid on 
her Side, and only order'd her Body to 
be preſſed or born up in her Pains, 
which were true and ſtrong ; upon which 
the Child pitched right for Birth, and the 
Voman was happily delivered in about an 


Hour's time. 
F 4 CASE 
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CASE VIL 


A Gentlewoman who died by Flooding, «. 


caſſoned by her Delivery being delayed. 


HE Wife of a Clergyman, in the 
ſeventh Month of her Pregnancy, 
had a ſudden Diſcharge of ſome Ounces iſ 


of Blcod from the Womb. I being con- 
ſulted, told her the Nature of the Caf 
and the Danger of it; I adviſed her 90 
bleed at the Arm, and order'd her ſome 
Styptic and Airingent Medicines; telling 
her at the ſame time, that if the Flu 
ſhould return in any conſiderable Degree, 
ſhe muſt, if poſſible, be delivered. Thi 
ſeemed very ſtrange both to her ſelf and 
Husband. I then endeavoured to give 
them a true Knowledge of the Dange: 
that (when there ſhould be a Return i 
the Diſorder) I might be the more read 
ly allowed to do what ſhould be neceſſi 
ry. Indeed, beyond my Expectation, fs 
remained free from the threatening Symp 


tom till within a few Days of her Ac 
count 
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; count; but then it returned with greater 
Violence, and without Pain. I was ſent 
| for at four Miles Diſtance: When I 
came, the Flux was ſeemingly ſtopped, 

| chat is, it did not continue to appear, tho 

the Veſſels were then bleeding: For the 
Blood coagulating, had for a while ob- 
ſtructed and blocked up the Paſſage. I 
declared that ſhe could be ſafe only by 
Delivery, which ſhould be perform'd im- 
mediately, in caſe the Mouth of the 


8 Womb would allow of it, which I hoped 
6 it would, and accordingly defired I might 


be permitted to make the Enquiry ; bur 
that was not granted me. I then pro- 
nounced the Danger, and made a poſitive 


nd ; g g 
1 Prognoſticꝶ that, if ſhe was not delivered 
well - ; 
8 immediately, or at the very next Return 
gel, 


of the Flux, it would afterwards be too 
late to attempt it; for the Flooding in 
courſe is ſtill greater, as the Placenta is 
more ſeparated. I was deſired to attend, 
and promiſed upon the next Appearance, 
that T ſhould have Liberty to do as J 
: Judged. 
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judged proper: I waited for two whole 


Days, and was then obliged to go ſome 
Miles diſtance upon other Buſineſs: I re. 
turned in leſs than three Hours, but too 
late; for during that time ſhe was ſeized 
with a violent Diſcharge. From the vaſt 
Quantity of Blood that was loſt, the flow 
creeping Pulſe ſhe had, and the Fazntings 
and Convulfions which had ſeized upon 
her, I declared it now impoſſible for her 
to live, how happy ſoever I might be in 
the Operation, ſhould I attempt it ; which 
yet, after this Prognoſtic, at the joint Re- 
queſt of herſelf, her Huſband and Friends 
T could not well refuſe; nor indeed could 
I otherwiſe have anſwered it to my own 
Conſcience. The Os Tince was fully di- 
lated, and the Child but ſmall; fo that 
without the leaſt Difficulty or Reſiſtance, 
I took the Child by the Feet, delivered 
her in leſs than one Minute, from the 


time of my approaching her Bed-Side, 


of both Child and After-Birth, which lay 


wholly ſeparated, and the Child conſe- 


quently 
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fd dead. I indeed expected her Death 
very Moment, but ſhe lived two Hours, 
und then expired. It is very plain, this 
N wnhappy, wilful Lady was loſt by not be- 
P's delivered ſooner: And as Flooding is 
Rock on which many of the Sex are 
Laſt away, I ſhall give a few more In- 
ſtances, in order to warn them of the 


Uanger. 


CASE VIIL 
{Woman who died by Flooding, in Labour, 


Was once called to a Woman, who 
at the time of her Account fell into 
olent Floodings, with little or no Pains. 
Vhen I came, ſhe had loſt a prodigious 
Quantity of Blood; and, the Mouth of 
he Womb being fully dilated, I introdu- 
ce, Ned my Hand, and taking the Child by 
he Feet, delivered her in a few Minutes 


ay mth great Eaſe, and without the Loſs of 
2 ny more Blood in the Operation. She 
1 14) 


ad, notwithſtanding, frequent Faintings, 
ho all chat could poſſibly be given to re- 
pair 


8 
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pair the Loſs, and ſupport her, as Chicken. 
Broth, Sack-IWhey, proper Cordials, &:. 
were adminiſtered: But it all proved to 
no purpoſe, for in about ſix Hours time 
ſhe expired. 


CASE IX. 
Another Inflance of the ſame. 


COON afeer this, I was called to ano- 
ther Woman, nearly in the ſame 
Caſe, whom I treated in like Manner; 
ſhe too had Faintings every two or. three 
Minutes to a very great Degree, and of- 
tentimes indeed feemed quite gone. | 
confeſs, I wholly deſpaired of her Life, 
but being of a ſtrong and healthy Conſti- 
tution, ſhe had the good Fortune to te- 
cover. 


T#rovuGn I could find no Means of 
Saving the Woman mentioned in the fore. 
going Caſe, I thought it my Duty to tt) 
what could be done for this. Dr. Mo- 


bray, who cautions the Young Practitioner 
againſt 
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| againſt going headlong to Work in Caſes 
| of the greateſt Danger, and would have 
him decline the Office, becauſe if the Mo- 
nan dies under his Hands, he may perhaps 
he blamed for the errand Midwife's Faults ; 
Ur, at leaſt, he will ſcarce avoid the Cen- 


adds however, that he would but ſeldom 
« have Recourſe to this Advice +, or fol- 
« low it himſelf, notwithſtanding the worſt 
« Conſequences of the Caſe; fince as long 
« as there is Life, there is Hope; which, 
« though never fo little, he thinks himſelf 
« ob/;ged to do what both Art and Nature 
command; and rather in all Conditions 
© of Life to attempt an uncertain Cure, 
than abandon the Diſtreſſed to certain 
Death, as ſome Politicians in Phyſical 
* Afairs commonly do, who prize' their 
« vain Reputation above the Life of their 


of ME Nerghbour”. In this I heartily agree 
xe- with him, having ſeen many Women re- 
* See. V. Chap, A 7 Ibid. 

2 

ner cover, 


ure of the Ignorant and Malevolent * : 


vours; and where my Character was e. 
ſtabliſhed, it ſuffered but little, if at all, 


This was once ſince I came to Town 
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cover, even when not the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Hope has appeared. After a proper 
Prognoſtic, J employ my beſt Endea- 


even when they proved ineffectual. In- 
deed where my Reputation has not been 
ſo ſecure, when I have been called too 
late, or the Caſe would admit of no Re- 
lief, I have been loaded with malicious 
Reflections, and very foul Language by 
the Ignorant and Paſſionate, who will 
make no Allowance for Circumſtances, 


the only Reward I received for my La- 
bour. The greateſt Conſolation J have, 
under this inhumane undeſerved Treat- 
ment is, that the moſt conſiderable of the 
Profeſſion are frequently obliged to fit 
down patiently with the ſame, after they 
have acted according to the Dictates of 
Conſcience, and the Rules of Art, and 
faithfully diſcharged the Truſt repoſed 
in them. I am reſolved, however, to 


prele 
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prefer the leaft Proſpect of ſaving the 
Lives of Perſons, whom Providence di- 
res to my Care, before any other Con- 
ſideration. I lately knew an unhappy 
Inſtance of the fatal Effects attending an 
injudicious Fondneſs of Reputation, and 
a mean Fear of incurring the Diſpleaſure 
of ſuch as judge only by their Paſſions 
and Prejudices. A fine young Lady, in 
Labour with her firſt Child, was ſeized 
with a Flooding, and the Arm of the In- 
fant preſented itſelf. She immediately 
ſent for a Phyſician, who had lately 
taken upon him to practiſe M:dwifery * 
but was ſo little acquainted with the Art, 
that he neglected the only thing neceſſary 
in that Caſe, viz. a ſpeedy Delivery, by 
turning the Child; and employed re- 
firingent or ſtyptic Medicines, After 
lme Hours, another Gentleman was call- 
ed in, who had the Advantage of longer 
Practice, and a good Character. The 
Lady was now very much weakened ; 


ad the Artiſt, apprehenſive of her ex- 
piring 
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piring under his Hands, or immediately 
after Delivery, which indeed but too 
often happens, would make no Attemp: 
but abandoned her to her approaching 
Fate. She lived ſeveral Hours after, and 
then died; the Hemorrhage continuing, 
I am perſuaded it will be allowed by the 
beſt Judges that, had ſhe been immedi. 
ately delivered, her Life might have been 
ſaved. This happened at a conſiderable 
Town in Suffolk, about twenty Mile 
from Ipſwich. As I have no Deſign of 
eſtabliſhing my own Character on the 
Ruins of that of another Man, I forbez: 
being more particular. I hope the two 
Gentlemen concerned in this Zragicd 
Caſe will make a proper Ule of thi 
Hint. I received the Account from ? 
worthy Matron, who was preſent during 
the whole Time. 


8 K 
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CASE X. 


: F Woman who died by Flooding, three 


Weeks before her Account. 


WOMAN, who had ſpoken to me 
to attend her, was taken within 


Jure Weeks of her Time with a ſimall 


Diſcharge of Blood from the Womb. Up- 
on this (as I afterwards heard) ſhe ſent for 
one of her Acquaintance, who being ig- 
norant of the Caſe, perſuaded her that 
there was no Danger. A while after ſhe 
was attacked with a ſecond Diſcharge, at 
length with a third, and then I was ſent 
for. I found her extremely weak, and 
ſtill Flooding, and was only told that ſhe 
was taken ſo that Day, and that I was 
immediately called in. I declared that 
nothing could poſſibly fave her Life but 
by delivering her; and was indeed in hopes 
that That would. The Mouth of the 
Womb being wholly relaxed and dilated, 

took the Child by the Feet, and deliver- 
ed her with much Eaſe, in two or three 
G Minutes, 
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Minutes; but the Moment ſhe was deli. 
vered, ſhe expired. I then bega to ſuſ- 
pect that there had been ſome Conceal- 
ment; and taxing thoſe who were about 
her with it, they readily confeſſed there 
was a much larger Quantity of Blood 
diſcharged that Day, than what they had 
informed me of, as likewiſe for ſeveral 
Days before they ſent for me; 1gnorantly 
thinking, becauſe ſhe had very little Pain 
that ſhe was not in Labour, and that 
ſhe therefore ſtood in need of no Aſſiſ- 
tance, But this Folly was paid for at the 
Expence of the poor Woman's Life. 


CASE XL. 


A Gentlewoman who died by Flooding, M: 
thro” the Ignorance and Obſtinacy «f My 
her Midwife. 


Poo R unhappy Gentlewoman , 
Daughter to a worthy Clergyman 
eighteen Miles diſtant from me, ſent to 
me in a Caſe of Flooding. By the Ac- 


count I received, I told her Brother (who 
| came 
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came for me) that ſhe was probably, by 
that time, dead. Accordingly, when I 
arrived, I was told that the unfortunate 
Lady had been dead for ſome Hours, and 
that ſhe expired a little after the Meſſen- 
ger ſet out for me. 


A LITT I E before the time of her 
Account, it ſeems, ſhe was taken with a 
ſudden and violent Flooding, with little 
Pain: Her Midwife told her ſhe muſt 
wait for the Force of Nature, but ſent 
to one for Advice, who, after the Loſs 
of ſuch a prodigious Quantity of Blood 
as ſhe had ſuſtained, imprudently or- 
dered her to loſe ten or twelve Ounces 
more at the Arm. Being now flattered 
with a ſmall Ceſſation of the Flux, and 
Pnorant of the Caſe, they waited for 
Pain, which was not then to be hoped 
for, but expected not Death, which to a 
udicious Perſon muſt have ſeemed una- 
voidable. One of her Friends indeed 
ad more Knowledge than the reſt, and 
as of Opinion that ſhe ought to be de- 
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livered; but the Midwife reſiſted, and 
faid, That ſhe never yet had forced a La- 
bour, and that ſhe would not begin then; 
terriſying the unhappy Sufferer by telling 
her, that if ſhe was delivered, ſhe would 
certainly die. 'Thus were they infa- 
tuated, and the only Means prevented, 
by which ſhe could poſſibly have been 
ſaved. In this Condition ſhe lay all 
Night, and the next Morning (which 
was the time I was tent for) the Flux 
returned; they had recourſe a ſecond 
time to their Adviſer, who raſhly or- 
der d her to loſe more Blood at the 
Arm. This was agreed to by ſome Wo- 
men about her, and oppoſed by others; 
but whilſt the Matter was in debate, the 
unfortunate Mother fell into PFarintings 
and Convulfzons, and ſo expired; there 
happening a little before her Death an 
Expulſion of the Placenta, Thus was 
this poor Lady loſt, in the very Bloom 
of Life, through the Ignorance and Ob- 
ftinacy of her Midwife, 


CASE 
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CASE 20 


A Gentlewoman ſeized with dangerous 
Floodings 7u/? after Delivery, how 
preſerved, | 


Was ſent for to a Gentlewoman, 
who delir'd me to attend in the 
Houſe, in order to be conſulted by the 
Midwife ; or, if the Caſe ſhould require 
it, to deliver her myſelf. When I came, 
found her in ſmall Pain, and attended 
by a very good Midwife, one of known 
judgment and Modeſty. By this Perſon 
was informed that the Os Tincæ began 
t open a little, whilſt there were ſeveral 
Cloths already ſtained, though not to 
ſuch a Degree as to be called Flooding ; 


though that was much to be feared, 


for this Symptom appearing early in 
Labour, generally threatens it. I imme- 
diately propoſed the calling in the late 
learned Sir RICHARD BLACKMORE, 
who was Phyſician to the Family, and 


G 3 lived 
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lived very near, and one to whom I had 
the Honour of being well known. This 
was agreed to, and Sir Richard was with 
us in about an Hour's time; during 
which, I order'd my Patient to be kept 
cool, and gave her Acids and other pro- 
per Medicines in Red-wine and Water. 
By Sir Richard's Preſcription the Flux a. 
| bated, and the Pains increafing, Labour 
came on early in the Morning. The 
Midwife again informed me that the 
Poſture of the Child was exactly right, 
the Mouth of the Womb fully dilated, 
and the Waters for ſome time broke, 
the Pains being very true and ſtrong; 
but added, that the Head of the Child 
fell no lower than it had been for ſome 
Hours before. She then deſired I would 
take her Seat, which I did, and found 
all things as above mentioned. I fat 
for above half an Hour, hoping for, and 
expecting a natural Birth; but finding at 
length that Nature was not able of her- 
ſelf to perform it, I had recourſe 9 
Art, 
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Art, and ſo turned the Child with great 
| Safety in a few Minutes. This Lady 
| was of a Plethoric Habit, and having 
been much heated by long Labour and 
| great Pain, together with ſeveral warm 
| and Cardiac Medicines (which, as the 
; Poſture of the Child was right, were 
giren her in hopes that Nature might 
have done the Work herſelf) in about an 
Hour after her Delivery, when we 
| thought all was well, and J juſt about 
to take my Leave, ſhe fell into the moſt 
| violent Flooding I ever ſaw. I was ob- 
| liged immediately to cover her Body 
with Cloths dipped in Oxycrate, chang- 
ing them as they grew warm; and this 
| for above half an Hour together: by 


which means the Flux at firſt was a little 


abated, and at length ſtopped, whilſt we 
gave her ſeveral Draughts of cool and 


Acid Liquors to drink. Sir Richard, ar 
her being ſeized wirh this dreadful Symp- 


tom, was again ſent for, and happened 


fo come in, juſt as the Flux was fo far 
G 4 ſtayed, 
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ſtayed, as to allow of taking aw ay the 
wet Cloths, and laying her dry. She 
was ſo exceſſively cold, and her Pulſe 
ſo low from the vaſt Loſs of Blood, that 
Sir Richard thought ſhe was dying. But 
forcing down ſome warm Suppings as 
well as Cordial Medicines ordered by the 
Doctor, ſhe was quickly able to bear warm- 
ing without a Return of the Hemorrhage, 
By this Method ſhe ſoon revived, and is 
ſtill living. Sir Richard was pleaſed to 
ſay, that I had ſteered exactly between 
the two Extremes: that he ſhould never 
have ſeen the Lady alive with leſs cool 
Applications; and at the ſame time that 
ſhe could not poſſibly have lived with a 
longer Continuance of them, This Me- 
thod may perhaps at firſt ſight be looked 
upon, by ſome, as too harſh and deſpe- 
rate; but it will, I preſume, be ſoftened 
in my Reader's Opinion, when it is con- 
ſidered that certain Death would in 4 
few Minutes have exhibited a much 
more diſmal] Scene. 


f 


CASE 
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CASE XIII. 


A Woman taken with Flooding in the 
third Month of a falſe Conception. 


Wo MAN, who ſuppoſed herſelf 
A to be three Months gone with 
Child, was taken with a Flooding, When 
came to her | found the Os Tince ſo 
far opened as to allow of two Fingers, 
nd a Subſtance preſſing down, eſpecially 
n her Pains, which were of no great 
Force. I ſoon introduc'd a third Fin- 
ger, and by degrees ſo far dilated the 
outh of the Womb as to paſs all my 
ingers behind the Subſtance, ſo as to 
ommand it ; and taking the Advantage 
{ a Pain, which was now ſtronger from 
ſie Stimulus occaſioned by the Irritation 
ft my Fingers, I found it to be a firm 
/y Subſtance, and ſo happily rid her 
It a Falſe Conception, 


I couLD. 
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I cov LD here give many Inſtances 
of this kind, as well as of young Miſcar. 
riages, in which the Aſſiſtance given 
and Method to be taken, are pretty much 
the ſame. When there is no Flooding or 
conſiderable Loſs of Blood, Nature may 
be allowed her own time ; but when 
the Diſcharge is great, as before men. 
tioned, as ſpeedy a Delivery as poffible 
is required, whilſt the Flux is to be re- 
ſtrained by proper Medicines, and cool. 
ling Applications. 


CASE XIV. 


Of the Vagina coming down with the 
Head of the Child. 


Was called to a Woman where, as 
ſoon as her Pains had any conſider- 
able degree of Strength, the Vagina came 
down with the Head of the Child, 
hanging far out of the Body, This by 
an ignorant Midwife, who was firſt witl 
her, was taken for a Water, and ac- 
cordingly 


the 
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cordingly ſhe had ſcratched and en- 


deavoured to break the Membranes, 
as ſhe fooliſhly thought the Part bear- 
ng down to be, A ſecond Mid- 
wife was thereupon called, who imme- 
lately knew what it was, and at- 
tempted to re-place it and keep it up; 
but all in vain. The Head of the Child 
would not advance, and continued ſtill 
o keep the Vagina before it, and, at 
eyrery Pain, thruſt it quite out of the 
Body. When I came, having firſt laid 
ber Shoulders low, with her Hips raiſ- 
ed, I returned the Part, and at the ſame 
ime delivered her with much Eaſe of 
living Child, in about the Space of 
to Minutes. 


CASE XV. 


A Child advancing with its Feer, but 
ſtopping at the Head, how extracted. 


Was ſent for to a Woman, where 
the Child preſented with the Feet; 
he Midwife had gotten all but the 
Head, 


108 4 TREATISE 


Head, which ſtuck faſt, and had fo done 
for four Hours. I immediately intro- 
duced my Hand, ſo as to paſs two 
Fingers into the Infant's Mouth, ly 
which, pulling gently at the Neck with 
the other Hand, and moving the Head 
tenderly to and fro, I delivered her 
with Eaſe and Safety. 


CASE XVI. 
A Child extracted with the Forceps, 


Was ſent for to a Woman in La- 

bour, where the Child came right 
with the Head ſo far advanced, and {c 
low in the Vagina, that the Midwit 
had expected it every Pain for ſome Hours 
The Pains came pretty thick and ſtrong 
but began at length to abate, rhe poo 
Woman being much weaken'd and ta: 
tigued. Here I introduced the Forceps 
as I have before directed, and ſo dell 
vered her of a Son, who, with his Mo 
ther, is now living. 


CASH 
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CASE XVII. 


| 
i. A Child extracted with the Fillet. 
by Oo after, I was called to a Wo- 


D man where the Caſe was nearly the 
ame; but ſhe being much terrified at the 
bought or Name of an Inſtrument, I pro- 
miſed not to make uſe of one. Here 1 
ly paſſed a Fillet over the Head, and 
hereby delivered her in a few Minutes 
if a living Child. This Method of ex- 


Lifting with the F://zf is an Art known 
zb to very few; and I ſhall only ob- 
oe farther, that it is not always practi- 


able, even when the Head is far ad- 
anced: Nor ſhould it indeed be ever 


tempted, but by a very skilful Ope- 


ator, 
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CASE XVIII. 
Two Women deliver d of Twins. 


1 Was ſent for five and twenty Miles 

diſtance to a Woman who had been 
delivered of one Child, e:ghteen Hour 
before; by paſſing my Hand, I delivered 
her of another, which had been long 
dead, and a double Placenta. I have 
likewiſe been called to a Woman, who 
had one Child born fwenty four Hours 
before my Arrival: When I came, I de- 
livered her of another living one, and of 
two dictinct Placentæ. By the way, | 
have very often found the Placentæ di- 
ſtinct with Twins; tho for the generality 
they are joined, and make but one Cale 
each Child being contained in a ſeparat: 
Membrane or Partition, 


CASEMD 
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C.ASK I 
A Woman delivered of Three Abortive 
Children. 


Was once called in to a Woman, who 
had #wo Abortive Children born be- 
fore I came to her; I delivered her of a 
third, and each had its different Placenta. 
There was nothing 1n the leaſt particular 
in this Caſe, but the Mother having 
Three, and one of them living for the 
Space of twenty-four Hours, tho' ſhe 
was but ix Months gone with Child. 


CASE XX. 
Of an Infant, whoſe Under-Jaw ftuck upon 
the Os Pubis. 


Was deſired to attend a Gentlewo- 
man, whoſe Labour had hitherto 


been natural and free from bad Symp- 
toms, The Pains were come to a good 
Degree of Strength, inſomuch that the 
Midwife expected a, few more would 
ave given her the Head of the Child; 


but 
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but after ſome Expectation, it made no 
farther Advance, nor could it come any 
lower. I had been in waiting for a whole 
Hour before the Midwife would refign 
her Seat, which at laſt, with much En- 
treaty, ſhe did; when ſlipping my Fin- 
gers by the Head, I perceived that th: 
Face of the Child lay fideways, and the 
Under-Jatw hung upon the Os Pubis. Thi 
with my Finger I releaſed, and drey 
back my Hand, telling the Midwife er. 
actly how the Caſe ſtood, and that a fe 
Pains more would anſwer. According) 
the ſecond or third Pain gave us a living 


Child. 


n XXL 


An Infant with its Face towards the 0 
Pubis, extracted in that Poſture. 


Was called toa Gentlewoman, who 
Labour came on in a natural Man 
ner; the Child preſented with its Heas 
but not falling readily down into 


Vagina, which I had reaſon to exp*Wy'i 
fro 
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0 fom the' Violence of the Pains, I was 
WW allowed to make a proper Enquiry, and 
e found he Face lying towards the Os Pu- 
Ui . J encouraged her Pain as much as 
l. [ could, and gave her the beſt Aſſiſtance 
nin a common way. Her Labour indeed 
be was hard and tedious; but as I hoped for 
2 ſmall Advance from every Pain, ſhe 
was at length happily and ſafely deliver- 
ech with the Child in that Poſture. 


CASE XXII. 
A Child with its Face towards the Os Pu- 
bis, extracted by Turning. 


A Lap of Diſtinction ſent for me, 
whoſe Caſe in many Circumſtan- 
ces was like the former. The Face came 
towards the Os Pubis; but the lead be- 
ng directed wholly againſt the Bone, it 
did not, in any of the Pains (which were 
ery ſtrong) fall down any lower, but re- 
mained in the ſame Situation. After a 
ufuficient Trial in different Poſtures, 


xp ichout any Advantage, I declared that 
tro H there 


ho 
fan 


ea 
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there muſt be another Method taken, and 
that ſhe muſt be delivered by Art. In 
this I had the joint Concurrence of ano- 
ther of the ſame Profeſſion, who was call- 
ed in upon this Occaſion. The. Lady 
now wholly reſigning herſelf to my Care, 
J put her in a proper Poſture (often men- 
tioned in this Book) and by Turning, de- 
livered her ſafely, in about two Minutes, 
of a living Child. 


CASE XXIII. 


An Infant extracted with one Part of the 
Forceps only. 


Lapy of my Acquaintance was in 
Labour, where the Child had lain 
very low for the Space of twenty-four 
Hours, in a natural Poſture. After two 
Midwives had long attended, and found 
their Endeavours of no Service, and the 
Pains were gone off, I was ſent for. 
Here I only paſſed one Part of the For- 
ceps over the Head, and taking the Ad- 
Vantage 
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vantage of the firſt Pain, delivered her 
by preſſing the Head down towards the 
Os Sacrum; but in ſuch a manner as 
to avoid as much as poſſible, any Preſ- 
ſure on the Mother. 


CASE 22 


A Child lying looſe in the Womb, and 
preſenting with its Head, turned, and 
extracted. 


Was ſent for to a Woman who fell 
into Labour, in a kind and natural 
way, with very ſtrong Pains for / or 
igt Hours together. When I came, I 
found the Os Jincæ fully dilated, and 
2 very large Water collected, and bear- 
ng in her Pains quite out of her Body. 
| immediately broke the Membranes 
(which J did by penetrating them with 
my Tent-Probe) from whence came a 
conſiderable Quantity of Water. The 
Child lay looſe in the Womb, in no 
rt Poſture, though it ſeemed, if any 
H 2 thing, 


„ 
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thing, to offer the Head ; but there was 
no reaſon now to put her upon a freſh 
Labour, ſince I found it was an eaſy 
matter to deliver her ; which I accord- 
ingly did, by taking the Child by the 
Feet, and bringing it forth immediately, 
The Child was born in full Strength, 
lying very eaſy in the Womb, and in 
no wiſe a Sufferer by Preflure in the La- 
bour. Here the only Hindrance, or what 
prevented a very good and quick Delivery, 
appeared to be the uncommon Thicknek 
and Strength of the Membranes; which 
is what I have ſeveral times met with. 


ASE NV. 


Three Children preſenting with ther 
Arms, turned and extracted. 


DrLIivERED a Woman three times 
ſucceſſively, where the Waters gather- 
ing, and the Pains increaſing to a pro- 
per Degree, the Membranes broke, and 


thruſt out one of the Child's Arm. 
The 
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The Paſſages and Pelvis were ſo large, 
that I found no Difficulty in taking 
the Child by the Feet, and ſo delivered 
her in leſs than a Minute each time. 
The two laſt Children are now living ; 
but the „irt had been dead ſome time 
before I was ſent for. The laſt time 
(as I had before deſired ſhe would ) 
he called me in as ſoon as ſhe per- 
ceived herfelf to be in Labour; I found 
the Mouth of the Womb relaxed, and 
oven enough to receive my Hand: 
then broke the Membranes, and was 
immediately ſaluted with the Infant's 
Hand, but choſe his Feet rather at that 
ume, and ſo delivered her directly. I 
may here perhaps, to ſome Perſons, ap- 
dear to have ſhewn much Haſte ;, but 
n anſwer to this, I muſt obſerve, that 
the Woman was of ſo happy a Make, 
at even in her rt Labour, when the 
Waters had been long loſt, and the 
tarts more compreſſed and ſtreighten'd, 
when the Child's Arm had been for 

H 3 ſome 


is 917 
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ſome time out of the Body, and the Mo- 
ther much ſpent, ſhe was delivered with 
much Eaſe and Safety : How much 
more Reaſon then had I to expect the 
ſame, with the Room and other Ad. 
vantages I now had ? Beſides (as J real. 
ly found it) it was certain that 
this Child would preſent as the reſt did 
But in caſe it had been otherwiſe, nc 
Delivery could poſſibly, in ſuch a Sub 
jet, have been more ſafe and eaſy tha 
this was ; for the poor Woman, whi 
in her former Labour had been muc 
weakened by Pain, and the fruicleſs En 
deavours of the Midwife, who pull: 
with great Force at the Child's Arn 
was now as well, and as ſtrong at th 
Lenth Day, as before at the Month's Ene 


up NY | | CY 2 
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CASE XXVI. 


Tuo Children extracted by the Feet after 
the Membranes were broke. 


Was ſent for to a Woman, where 
the Membranes of two Children were 
broke; for in paſſing my Hand, the 
Infants were in ſuch a Poſition, that 1 
found a Number of Hands and Feet. 
The Waters had been ſo long loſt, and 
the Contraction of the Parts ſo great, 
that I had ſome Difficulty, not in diſtin- 
guifhing a Foot from a Hand, but in 
pairing the Legs; which, when by paſ- 
ing my Hand up to the Groin, I had 
done, I brought the firſt Child away by 
the Feet; and afterwards the Second, but 
with greater Eaſe, in the ſame manner: 
then I gently ſeparated a large double Pla- 
centa (which adhered a little more than 
uſual) and ſo drew it away by the two 
Navel-Strings. 


H 4 CASE 
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r EXXVIL 
A Woman delivered of a dead Fœtus 
after the Birth of a living Child. 


{ LARGE Child was born, by na- 
IX tural Pains, in about two Hours 
after the Mother was taken in Labour: 
T attended her, and introducing my 
Hand (as my common Practice is) into 
the Uterus, the Moment the Infant was 
born, in order to receive the Placenta, I 
found another Child: I then delivered 
her of a decayed Child, about the Bignels 
of a Feftus in the Sixth Month, and of 
two diſtinct Placentæ. Now, had an 1g- 
norant Midwife been concerned in this 
Caſe, who had only taken the jir/} 
Child and After-Birth, the laſt would 
probably have been lefr behind, and fo 
either violent Floodings, or a bad Fever 
would have enſued ; and, as the Woman 
was before very ill, and extremely weak, 
it would very likely have coſt Her her 
Life. | | 


CASE 


. 
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ASE AM 


A Head ſeparated and leſt behind in the 
Womb, extracted with the Crotchet. 


_ CHnir p, preſenting with its Feet, 
{. A happened to ſtick at the Head, 
and, the Midwife pulling hard, the Neck 
wholly {eparated from the Body, and 
the Head was left behind. I immedi- 
ately paſſed my Left Hand into the 
Womb, and taking the Head in the Hol- 
low of my Hand, I carefully intro- 


c duced the Crochet, keeping the Point 
ul the way againſt my Arm, and 
ted it in the Head (which being of a 
; Mzobular Figure, and very flippery, 
b not ro be done without Difficulty) 
» and fo drew it away, diligently guard- 
„Ing the Point of the Hook, leſt it ſhould 
n lip and wound the Woman. However 
„ge the Head happens to be, the Cotebet, 


with due Care, will deſtroy its Texture, 
ad extract it; but the Knife, which 


E Maiuriceay 
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Mauriceau ſo much recommends “, is, 
J think, a very dangerous Inſtrument; 
nor ought it ever to be made uſe of on 
this Occaſion. 


Docrox Mowbray, who profeſſes 
to perform every thing without the uſe 
of an Inſtrument, propoſes in this Caſe 
to proceed in the following Manner +: 
« I would, ſays that“ Gentleman, convey 
« my Hand into the Woſhb, and put 
« one or two og its Fingers into the 
« Mouth of the Head, placing my Thumb 
e under the Chin; for by thus taking 
e hold of it by the Jaw, I would ex- 
« tract it gently, and that with the 
« greateſt Eaſe and Safety to the Pa- 
« tient.” But, with his Leave, I muſt 
take the Liberty of denying that the 
Head can be thus drawn away, unlel 
the Woman is very large, or the Child 
very ſmall; for the Faw will not beak 


* Pag. 189. (IV dect. 5. Chap. xxv1.| 
th 
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the Force required in this way of Pro- 
ceeding. 


CAS E XXIX. 


A Woman killed by an Troerfon of the 
Uterus. 


Was, in the greateſt Haſte, ſent for 
1 to a Woman $:x Miles diſtant from 
me; ro whom 4 went with all Palle 
Speed, but found on my Arrival, that 
ſhe had been dead near half an Hour. 
I conjectured ſhe had died by Flcoding; 
but, upon asking the Queſtion, was 
anſwered in the Negative. The Mid- 
wife told me, that the After-Birth 
ſtuck ſo faſt in one Part, that ſhe was 
not able with all her Strength to take 
it from her, though ſhe had gained moſt 
of it; Upon this I defired the Favour 
of ſeeing the Corps, which being granted, 
I found, to my great Surprize, that the 
Uterus was inverted, and entirely out of 


the Body, hanging down between the 
Thighs, 
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Thighs, with the Placenta adhering to 
its Fundus, which I ſeparated before the 
Midwife, and ſeveral Matrons there pre- 
ſent, and convinced them all of the diſ- 
mal Accident, This Woman, it ſeems, 
had a very good and eaſy delivery of 
the Child ; but that born, the Midwife 

pulled hard at the String, and fo brought 

down the Uterus, which as ſoon as ſhe 

could take any hold of, ſhe did: And 
i then pulling with freſh Violence, and 
; not being deterred by the loudeſt Cries, 
the poor miſerable Woman in a few Mi- 

nutes fell into ſtrong Convulſions and 

Deliquiums, and ſo expired, Thus was 

a young healthy Mother cut off in 

the Bloom of Life, and caſt into the 

cold Arms of Death, juſt as ſhe was a- 

bout to claſp her Firſt- born in her 

een. | ( 
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CASE XXX. 


Of three Women who bad their Vaginæ 
torn and broken through. 


Havre been called to three Wo- 
men, where, upon ſearching, I found 
the Vagina quite broken through in the 
back Part, by the Midwife's rudely 
thruſting up her Hand, in order to come 
at the Opening of the Womb, which in 
all theſe Subjects happened, to lie very 
forwards, towards, and indeed, in ſome 
meaſure, under the Os Pubis. One of 
theſe died immediately ; the other a 
few Days after; but the Third, 
where a Finger only, or two at moſt 
had gone through the Vagina, recovered, 
contrary to my Expectation; and has 
lince been ſafely delivered of another 
Child, and is, with both her Children, 
now living, I was ſent for to this Per- 
on by the Lady Lucking, whoſe Daugh- 
ier I had the Honour of waiting on in 


her 
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her Pains, and had a little before hap- 
pily delivered. 


CASE NXAXL 


An expected Abortion with threatening 
Symptoms. 


EIN G ſome Years paſt upon Bu— 
ſineis at Ipſwich, J was called by 
that very ingenious Surgeon the late Mr, 
White (a Perſon well known to ſeveral 
of the principal of the Profeſſion, and to 
whoſe worthy Father I had the Pleaſure 
and Advantage of ſerving an Apprentice- 
ſhip) to a Lady in that Town, who was 
about four Months gone with Child, and 
ſeized, among other Symptoms of Miſ- 
carriage, with a ſort of Flooding. I gave 
her Aſtringents, Acids, and ſeveral cool- 
ing Medicines, together with Lauda- 
num Liquidum, which abated the Flux; 
the Os Tince not being yet farther dila- 
ted than to receive one Finger, This 


Method was continued, with my Atten- 


dance, by Mr. White's Deſire, for about 
the 
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the Space of forty-eight Hours; at which 
time ſhe fell into true Pains, and was de- 
lvered with Safety. 


CASE XXXII. 
0f a Lady, who died by Flooding in 
Labour. 


ET As ſent for, many Years paſt, by 
the worthy and learned Dr. Beefton 
ind Mr. White above-mentioned, to the 
Wife of a Captain of a Ship at IJpſwich; 
but by Flooding in Labour, ſhe had the 
Misforrune to die undelivered before I 
rived, This Inſtance, however, may 
telp to ſhew the Danger of Floodings, 
which I have before taken Notice of, 


and the Neceſſity of calling in timely 
Afiſtance. 


CASE XXXIII. 
A dead Infant turned and extracted. 


Was ſent for, to a Gentlewoman 
that kept a Tavern in Ipſwich, twen- 
five Miles diſtant from me. The 
Child 
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Child was dead in a wrong Poſture, and 
the Mother flooded. She was attended 
by no leſs than two Women Midwives, 
and a Surgeon, juſt then ſet out in the 
Profeſſion. After they had all uſed their 
Endeavours to little or no purpoſe, I was 
called in: When 1 came, I found the 
Woman in almoſt continual Fainting; 
and not able to bear the leaſt Stirring or 
Alteration of Poſture. I paſſed my Hand 
zuſt as ſhe happened to lie; and the Parts 
being very much relaxed through ex- 
treme Weakneſs, I without the leaſt Dit⸗ 
ficulty took the dead Infant by the Feet, 
and delivered her of that, and the al- 
ready ſeparated Placenta, in about a Mi- 
nute's Time. I left her under the Ma-WMp, 
nagement of Dr. Bee/ton, by whoſe extra- Ni 
traordinary Care and Judgment, ſhe liv-Mhe 
ed /ix or ſeven Days; but was then 
notwithſtanding there was the greateſt p. 
Hopes of her Recovery, ſeized with an; 


violent Diarrhea, which, in ſpite of allo 
che. 
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the Aſſiſtance that could be given, car- 
ried her off in a few Hours. 


CASE 1 


fn extraordinary Inſtance of a Woman 
who was delivered at the Anus. 


N 1723, I was called to the Wife of 
one Peter Hill, in the Pariſh of 
Stoke, by Nayland in Suffolk. The poor 
unhappy Woman had for ſeven or eight 
Days been troubled with violent Pains in 
her Back, and the lower Parts of the 
Abdomen. She having no Notion or Suſ- 
picion of her being really with Child, 
from a great Imperfection of Body, 
which ſhe was very conſcious of, ſeveral 
Perſons of an inferior Claſs in the Prac- 
ice of Phy/ick were called in; by theſe 
her Caſe was at one time taken for the 
tone, at another for the Cholic, &c. Her 
Pains were Periodical, like thoſe in com- 
mon Labours, eſpecially for the laſt 27²0 
or three Days. At length two Midwives 
vere called in; but they being con- 
I founded, 
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founded, and at a loſs (as well they 
might) I was ſent for. Upon my com- 
ing, and making the neceſſary Enquiry 
(not being able to get the leaſt Informa. 
tion from the Midwives) I confeſs, I my 
ſelf was greatly ſurprized, and knew not 
by the Touch what to make of it. Ha. 
ving then deſired a numerous Company, 
that was gathered together on this Occa- 
fion, to go into another Apartment, | 
called for a Candle, and in the Preſence 
of the two Midwives, and three or four 
other Matrons, who were permitted tc 
ſtay, I took in the Aſſiſtance of m 
Sight; but even that was too little t: 
come at a Certainty. The Os Pubis ha 
no Covering, Fat, or any Thing elſe tht 
was natural, except the common Tegu 
ments, as they lie upon any other Par 
of the Body. Where the Rima Mag! 
ſhould have been, there was only the A 
pearance of a ſmall Sit, or Apertw 
through the Teguments, and that witl 


out any Thickneſs or Protuberance, lik 
the 
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mat of the true and real Labia: Nor 

was there the leaſt Sign of the Clitoris 
xr Nymphe to be ſeen or felt. This im- 
perfect Vagina, or rather Sit, before- 
xentioned, was juſt big enough to re- 
tive one Finger, with which I endea- 
oured to find out the Mouth of the 
Womb, but in vain; for on the Hinder- 
part, or towards the Os Sacrum, there 
ras no Paſſage at all, whilſt Forwards, 
nd under the Os Puvrs, it admitted my 
inger without much Reſiſtance. At 
tis Part (which was alſo very dry) there 
vas not the leaſt Force, Pain, or Swell- 
w; whilſt Backwards, at the Anus, 


here were all. The Anus was dilated 
1:0 great Degree (even enough to receive 
Hand) tho' very thick and much 
par velled quite round. In that Part too, 
gere was a large Tumour which bore 
Api down, and even out of the Body, at 


very Pain. 
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dilating the Orifice I had made in th 
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1 


THERE being no other poſtible way 
to attempt Relief, whatever the Matter 
of this Tumour might be, I propoſed to 
make an Inciſion into it, which to the 
Touch was like that of a large Ab/cej;, 


ACCORDINGLY, With the Conſent 
and Approbation of all the Woman 
Friends, and at her own earneſt Requeſiſ" 
and Deſire (who declared that if ſhe wa 
ſure ſhe ſhould live but an Hour, ſhi 
would gladly purchaſe it, tho” at a dear 
Rate than what was mentioned) I mad 
an Aperture with my large Lancet, ini 
the Vagina through that Part of the In 
teſtine which bore out of the Body, an- 
immediately paſſing one Finger, I fel 
the Os Uteri dilated, and the Child's Hea, 
preſſing to be born. I made the Mid 
wives (one of which, Mrs. Smith b 
Name, was a very 5 Perio 
ſee and feel how all things were; the 


an 


Inteſti 
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Inteſtine and Vagina, with my Fingers, 
through that delivered her of a Child 
. che Anus, which we judged to be in 
out the xt or ſeventh Month, with its 
acenta. The unfortunate Woman being 
uch, and indeed quite ſpent, before I 
ras called in, I could not poſſibly enter- 
ain any Hopes of her Life; and accord- 
wly, ſhe lived #0 or three Days, and 
hen expired, 


[0 


As to the Truth of this Account, 
owever ſtrange and. unnatural it may 
ppear to ſome, there are many now liv- 
Is who are ready to atteſt it: And I am 
ry much of Opinion, that ſhe might 
ave been ſaved, had the Operation been 
xrformed ſooner. 


lyx1NnD I am not the only Perſon 
ho have met with this extraordinary 
anner of Birth; for Mr. Grfard's 
undred and fifty ſeventh Caſe is exactly 
e flame with that here ſer down. 


I 3 CASE 
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CASE XXXV. 


Of a Woman, who miſcarried through « 
Scirrhus in the Womb, 


(): the 17th of October 1725, I was 


called to a poor Woman, in order 

to deliver her of a /econd Child. The Mid- 
wife told me upon meeting, that ſhe 
had taken away one Abortive Infant tw 
Days before, of about fix or ſeven Inches 
in length ; but that ſhe had left the 
After-Birth, till the ſecond Child ſhould 
be born, the Head of which, ſhe ſaid, 
lay then in the Paſſage, but was muc 
larger than that of the Fætus ſhe had al: 
ready taken. 


I FoUND the Mouth of the Wom 
wide enough to receive three Finger: 
with which I eaſily drew away the Pl 
centa, that was left in the Uterus. Til» 
Womb, methought, felt very thick an 


Hard, and the dane of it ſeemed cot 
ol 
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cloſe filled up with the Cate. By feel- 
ing, or rather compreſſing her Body on 
the Outſide, I found a large hard Sub- 


Anus, and my Thumb into the Vagina, 
and thus graſped ſomething, in form not 
unlike the Head and Neck of a Child; 


declared that nothing remained in the 


ind folid Tumour, unleſs it were a Scir- 
bus, I could not well tell. The Wo- 
man had been long before ill of a Con- 
ſuaptive Diſorder, and being now much 
weakened and exhauſted by her Miſ- 
carriage (in which ſhe had loſt a great 
Quantity of Blood) and te Days being 
ſent with Torment, in waiting for ano- 
ther Child, ſhe was brought ſo low, that 
ſhe expired in about 7hree Days after- 
MY wards, When, at my Requeſt, being al- 
er lowed to inſpect the Corps, I found this 
ard *ubſtance, as I had before ſuſpected, 
Tho be a true Scirrbus of the Womb, in 
the Form already deſcribed, and weigh- 


I 4 ing 


ſtance; I then put two Fingers into the 


Womb; but what to make of this hard 
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ing (as near as I could gueſs) four or 
five Pounds, 


CASE XXXVI. 


Of a Woman who had ſpurious Pains 
which were put off for the Space of 
eight Days, when ſhe was happily le 
livered of Twins. 


1 

' 

' 
il. 
4 
1 
. 


Wo MAN, at or near the Time 
ſhe expected to fall in Labour, 
and very big, was ſeized with violent 
Pains. She ſent for her Midwife, who WM ; 
attended her, telling her from time to 
time that ſhe judged it her Labour, and 
that it would in her Opinion be ſoon 
over. But her Pains at length abated, and 
upon this I was ſent for. When I came, 
judging by the Account that was given 
me (without any Manual Enquiry, which 
was not allowed) that the Pains were 
imperfect, and rather of a ſpurious fort, 
I only ordered her a few compoſing Medi- 
cines, and adviſed her to keep her ſelf 
quiet, 


elf 


Cb. 


On MID WIT ERV. 137 


quiet, and endeavour, as much as poſſi- 
ble, to put off the Thoughts of being 
yer in Labour, Her Pains by this Means 
went wholly off, 2. e. ſhe was as free 
from them as ſhe had been for ſome 
Weeks paſt. Thus ſhe continued to the 
aghth Day from my being firit called to 
her, at which time ſhe was taken wich 
genuine Pains, which ſoon riſing to a 
conſiderable Degree of Strength, I was 
again called in (for ſhe now choſe to de- 
pend wholly on my Aſſiſtance.) I found 
the Os Tincæ fairly dilated, a large Wa- 
ter gathered, and the Head of the Child 
directed a little againſt the Os Pubis; ſo 
that, not falling down after many ſtrong 
Pains, I choſe to break the Membranes, 
which I judged were thicker than ordi- 
nary, by reaſon of their not burſting by 
the Force of the Mother's Throws. This 
did by paſſing a pointed Probe between 
my Fingers, with which in the midſt of 
a Pain, I penetrated the Membranes : 


There preſently followed a large Diſ- 
| charge 
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charge of Water; and upon the very 


next Throw, with the Aſſiſtance of my 
Finger only, I brought down the Head 
into the Vagina, and then in a few Mi 
nutes more delivered her. Immediately 


_ paſſing my Hand, I found (as I had res. 


ſon to expect from her extraordinary 
Bigneſs) another Child. I broke through 
the Membranes, and in one Minute fafely 
delivered her of that alſo: Both which 
might have been loſt, with Danger of the 
Mother's Life, had her Labour been un- 


skilfully encouraged. 


CASE XXXVII 
Of the Navel-String coming down befor: 
the Head of the Child. 


O ME Years paſt I was called to 2 
Lady, whom I had the Honour to 


deliver of ſeveral Children before : The 
Poſture of the Child was natural, and the 
Head advanced a little at every Pain; 
but Part of the Navel-String was thruſt 
out of the Body before the Head, This, 


45 
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as much as poſhble, I returned with 
my Finger, and endeavoured to keep it 
up; otherwiſe the cold Air would in all 
probability (though the Labour was quick) 
have ſo far ſtagnated the Blood in its 
Paſſage through the Umbilical Arteries, 
that the Child might have died before 
it could have been born, and before the 
Air could have ſet its Lungs in Play. 


F covLD give a great number of 
Inſtances of this fort, where the Navel- 
String came down before the Head of 
the Infant; but I take one to be ſuffi- 
cient : And this may ſerve as a general 


Direction how to proceed in the like 
Caſe, 


t CASES 
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CASE XXXVIII. 


Of a Child who died in the Birth through 
a bad Poſture, and the unfortunate 
Make f the Mother. 


Was many Years fince ſent for to 

a Gentlewoman, who had been long 
in Labour under the Hands of two Mid- 
wives. I found (as they had told me) 
that the Child preſented with its Head; 
but it did not fall down by very ſtrong 
Pains, which had been long upon her 
before I was ſent for, and I was then 
fifteen Miles diſtant, I perceived J had a 
living Child to deal with, and endeavour- 
ed as much as poſſible to ſave it, but 
to no purpoſe; for it lay with its Face 
towards the Os Pubis, and in a bad Pol- 
ture for Turning : Which, together with 
| ſome great Diſadvantages in the Make 
j of the Mother, cauſed it to die in the 
Birth. This Delivery was performed 


with great Difficulty, and I was obliged 
to 
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to give the poor Woman much Pain, and 
to be longer about the Operation than I 
uſually am; which, together with what 
was previous to this, induced me to de- 
{pair of her Life. However, I immedi- 
ately (as my conſtant Cuſtom. is in Caſes 
of the leaſt Danger) called in that great 
and worthy Phyjician, in whom the 
Country was happy, the late Dr. Shap- 
cote, by whoſe extraordinary Care and 
Judgment the Lady, contrary to all Ex- 
pectation, recovered perfect Health, and 
has had ſeveral Children ſince, which are 


now living. 


AN D here I cannot forbear a ſmall 
Offering to the Shrine of that truly learned 
Man, with whom J had the Honour and 
Advantage of a friendly Converſe, for a- 
bove the Space of twenty Years ; and 
one to whom, under Providence, many 
of my Friends and Acquaintance now 
living, ſtand indebted for their Lives. 


But as my Pen is no ways equal to ſuch 
a Task, 


nis 
a Task, I ſhall deſiſt from it, and be 


content to admire in a grateful Silence, 
one whom am conſcious I can never 


ſufficiently praiſe. 


CASE XXXIX. 
Of an Abortive Fœtus of between three 


and four Months, that had the Navel- 
String teviſted twice round its Neck, 


1 Was lately called to a Woman, who, 
being between three and four Month; 
gone with Child, was ſeized with a ſud- 
den Diſcharge of Blood from the Womb. 
I found that the Os Tincæ would only re- 
ceive one Finger, and conſequently could 
give her no Aſſiſtance by the Hand. But 
by ſome Aftringent Medicines which | 
ordered her (for ſhe was a very poor 
Woman, and not able to be at the Ex- 
pence of a Poyſcian) and by keeping her 
very quiet, ſeveral Days paſſed without 
any conud-rable Loſs of Blood; and then 
her Pains coming on briskly, ſhe was 
with 


On Ml DW IF E Rv. 143 
with the Aſſiſtance of her Midwife de- 
livered of a Fetus, and its Placenta 
together, the Child lying in the Mem- 
jranes, which were not broken. This in- 
deed is pretty common; but there was 
one thing particularly remarkable in this 
Caſe, which was, that when I came to 
open the Membranes, I found the Navel- 
String twiſted twice round the Neck of 
the Fetus: From whence it is highly 
probable, that theſe Convolutions of the 
Umbilical Chord are generally made very 
early, and when the Fatus is but ſmall. 


CASE 2A 
Of a Woman who died in Labour, by a 


violent Retention of Urine. 


Bou x fifteen Years ago I was ſent 
for, at fourteen Miles diſtance, to 


her Woman, who had been 7wo Days in 
Ss hard Labour ; firſt under the Hand of 
en 


one, and then of a ſecond Midwife. 
Her Huſband, who was the Perſon that 


Came 
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came for me, gave me ſuch a bad Ac- 
count of her Caſe, that I had much 
Reaſon to fear my Aſſiſtance would come 
too late. I rode as hard as poſſibly J 
could ; but yet found her dead. The 
Account the two Midwives gave me was, 
that the Child preſented with the Head, 
and that they had all along flattered 
themſelves that the Continuance of the 
Pains would at length have given them 
the Infant. They were embolden'd, it 
ſeems, to wait at this unreaſonable Rate, 
becauſe the Woman did not flood : But 
Nature being quite tired out by the long 
continued Torture, was forced to fink 
beneath the Weight. The Midwives 
added, that there was ſomething in rhis 
Caſe, which in all their Practice they 
had never met with before, viz. That 
there ſeemed tu diſtinct and large 
Swellings in the Abdomen. When I came 
to examine the Corps, I found it to be 
as they had declared, and that one of 


theſe Swellings lay above the other. At 
* 
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my earneſt Requeſt, the Huſband per- 
mitted me to open the Body; when I 
found one of the above-mentioned Tu- 
mours to be the Womb with the Child 
in it, and the other the Bladder prodi- 
giouſly diſtended by the largeſt Quantity 
of Water I ever knew contained in a 
human Bladder. The Women then told 
me, that the Deceaſed had not voided 
one ſpoonful of Urine for ſeveral Days 
together, nor indeed from her firſt 
falling into Labour. The Infant lay in 
a right Poſture, very low, and preſſing 
upon the Neck of the Bladder, which 
1; W vas doubtleſs the Cauſe of this very 
great Retention of Urine. But what 
exquiſite Miſery muſt this poor unhappy 
Woman have undergone! Whereas if 
they had ſent for an Art in time, he 
might in a few Minutes, by paſſing the 
Catheter, have drawn off the Water, and 
ſo emptied the Bladder ; and then with 
the Forceps or Fillet, have delivered her, 
and fo ſnatched her from the Jaws of 
Death, K HERE 
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HERE I had a fair Opportunity of 
viewing the Thickneſs of the Uterus. 
Authors, I find, differ much on this 
Subject ; ſome advancing That theWomb 
grows [:nner as it extends; whilſt others 
affirm that it #þ:c&ens more and more, as 
the Woman approaches nearer to her 
Labour, For my part, I found the Lat- 
ter true; for it was, at the Fundus, and 
indeed in every Part, as near as [ 
could gueſs, Half an Inch thick. But! 
am well aſſured that it is not ſo in all 
Subjects; for in taking away the After- 
Birth, when it adheres to the Urerus, 
the Hand (as is neceſſary) without Side the 
Body, anſwering to that within, plainly 
diſcovers the Thickneſs of the intervening 
Parts: And I have oftentimes found it 
very thin, nay the Whole, with the ex- 
ternal Teguments, &c. has not ſeemed to 
be near the Thickneſs here mentioned, 
But this will be made more plain in the 
following CASE. 


CASE 
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CASE XL. 
Of a Woman, who died through Wilful- 


neſs in not being delivered; in whom 
the Womb, contrary to the Opinton of 
Jome Writers, was found very thin. 


MARRIE D Woman, who had 
not for ſome Vears cohabited with 
her Huſband, had the Misfortune to prove 
with Child. When ſhe found herſelf 
in Labour, ſhe went privately into the 
Fields towards a Friend's Houſe ; and, as 
ſhe afterwards confeſſed, lay there great 
part of a Day, with a Deſign, I ſuppoſe, 
either to Kill, or leave the Infant behind 
| her, for no Proviſion was found to be 
made for it: Bur the Poſture the Child 
happen'd to lie in, did not favour her 
wicked Purpoſe. At Night therefore ſhe 
returned to her Friends, deceitfully com- 
plaining of a violent Cholic, for which 
ſeveral Remedies were uſed, for the Space 
of twenty-four Hours, as near as I re- 
«2 member, 


—̃ l —„V—- . — — 


that I could hardly bear the Room, as 
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member, before I was ſent for ; no bo- 
dy about her having the leaſt Suſpicion 
of her being with Child, though all 


were at a loſs to know what was really 


her Caſe. Some ſuppoſed it to be an 
Ulcer in the Womb, from the great Quan- 
tity of fxtid Matter that was diſcharged 
from the Vagina. But whilſt this was 
in debate, I was judged a proper Perſon 
to be conſulted, and was accordingly 
called in. When I came to make a pro- 
per Enquiry, I found (as from her Peri- 
odical Pains, the Bigneſs and Hardneſs of 
her Body, Sc. I had reaſon to ſuſpeR) 
that ſhe had actually a Child in her, 
The Mouth of the Womb being fully 
dilated, the Anus of the Child (for ſo it 
chanced to lie) anſwering to the Os Tince, 
immediately received my Finger. This! 
declared, as alſo that the Child had been 
for ſome time dead, as was plain from the 
cadaverous Smell, which was ſo great 


alſo from the Diſcharge from the Pu- 
dendum. 
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dendum. She impudently denied ſhe had 
uſed the Means, and affirmed ſhe was not 
with Child. This ſoon gained Belief with 
her fond Mother and credulous Friends, 
who thereupon very unjuſtly reproached 
me, even to a Degree of Rudeneſs. I in- 
ſiſted upon what I had ſaid, and begged 
that I might be allowed to endeavour 
the ſaving her Lite by an immediate De- 
livery. But a Difference ariſing berween 
the Mother and Uncle, at whoſe Houſe 
ſhe then was, and who would not ſuffer 
her, on account of the Diſgrace, to lie- in 
there, they propoſed to borrow a Gentle- 
man's Coach in the Neighbourhood, and 
ſo carry her (in the preſent Condition) 
to her Mother's. 


1 n AD not Rhetoric enough to pre- 
vail with them to let me deliver her, 
tho' I remonſtrated to them in the moſt 
moving manner I could, the Danger of 
delaying it, and the Inhumanity of 
forcing her out of the Houſe; telling 

K 3 them, 
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them, that it was indeed a ſort of wilful 


Murder they were going to commit upon 


the poor unhappy Wretch. But even 
this proved of no Effect; for neither ſhe, 
nor her Friends would ſuffer me to ſit 
down by her, or any way aſſiſt her; 


upon which, having firſt made a proper 


Prognoſtic, | was obliged to let them 
proceed as they ſhould think fir. They 
promiſed however to ſend for me at 
Night, when ſhe was arrived at her Ms. 
ther's, which was about three or four 
Miles diſtant from the Place where ſhe 
then was. I went home, and in my way 
called upon ſome of my Acquaintance, 
to whom I related the Caſe, big as it was 
with Folly and Inhumanity; telling 
them that ſhe would certainly die before, 
or at Delivery ; for ſhe was far ſpent and 
very weak when I came firſt to her, and 
had, I believe, tho' ſhe did not care to 
own it, loſt much Blood. I went home, 
and expected a Call, reſolving to com- 
mand my Temper, and, if poſſible, to 

ſays 
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ſave her, as well as do my ſelf Juſtice; 
but beard nothing from them. Next 
Morning, unſent for, I called at the Mo- 
ther's, but found no body at home ; then 
I went on to the Uncle's, whom I had 
the good Fortune to meet in my way 
thither: He informed me that ſhe was 
dead; which was no more than I expect- 
ed. I then told him of the Barbarity 
that had been uſed in Regard to her, but 
took Care to ſay nothing particular that 
might ruffle him, becauſe I was reſolved, 
if I could, to open her, or take ſome o- 
ther way to ſhew them at leaſt Part of 
the Child. I well knew I ſhould other- 
wite ſuffer in my Character ; for we 
have all of us our Enemies ready to 
wound us with Slander and Detraction, 
which is generally propagated with much 
Warmth and Eagerneſs. Bur to return : 
I asked the old Man and the reſt of her 
Friends Leave to open the Corps, which, 
after much Entreaty, was granted: And 
then, juſt as I had told them, we found 


"4b a 
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a Dead Child much decayed, and lying 
in the Poſture before mentioned, 


HzRE again I had an Opportunity 
of examining the Thickneſs of the Womb. 
In this Subje& it was not more than (if 
ſo much as) half ſo thick as the former 
But this, I preſume, might in ſome mea- 
ſure be occaſioned by the great Diſcharge 
ſhe had ſuſtained for the two or three 
laſt Days. However this be, I am, as Il M' 
before obſerved, well aſſured, it is ſome- 
times very thin, at leaſt if compared to 5 
that which I at firſt ſpoke of: And this W * 
Uncertainty in the Thickneſs of the Womb, I 
may probably be the Reaſon why Au- 

n 
P 


thors differ ſo much on this Head, every 
one ſpeaking as he himſelf has happened 
to find it. l 
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CASE HE 
A Child extracted with the Hook. 


1 Twice delivered a poor deformed 
Woman by #urning the Children, 
which always ſtuck at the Head, and 
died 1n the Birth. Both theſe times, tho' 
with much Difficulty, I performed the 
Operation with my Hand only ; but the 
third time, on account of the Head's being 
much larger, and the Texture of it more 
firm and Ofjfied than ordinary, and ſticking 
at that Part, I was forced to make uſe of the 
Hook : Bur, as I before obſerved, the Child 
was firſt dead. It is to be remarked, that 
neither of thefe Children fell into the 
Paſſage, tho' all of them preſented with 
the Head : Indeed when the Mother is 
thus unhappily made, it is impoſſible 
they ſhould; for all the Force of the 
Pains, and Compreſſion of the Muſcles 
in this Caſe only ſerve to direct the Head 


to a wrong Point; and the Child conti- 
nues 
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nues ſo fixed in the Pelvis, that it cannot 
well fall down into the Vagina. 


CASE XLIII. 
Another Inſtance of the fame. 


N the Year 1714, I was called to 
another poor Woman, unhappily 
made for Child-Bearing. She had much 
Pain without any Advantage, the Child 
lying like that laſt mentioned. There 
was no other Method to be taken but 
that of Zunring the Child, in which | 
found no ſmall Difficulty, even before | 
came to the greateſt, vig. That of its 
ſticking at the Head. Here again, I was 
forced (the Child being dead) to have re- 
courſe to the Hook: But theſe Caſes are 
ſo uncommon, that I have not had Oc- 
caſion to be concerned in them more 
than four or five times, in the Courſe o 
five and taventy Years Practice. 
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THo' I have in ſome Places of this 
TREATISE condemned the Uſe of 
the Hook, and ſhewn that a Child far ad- 
vanced with its Head, is to be extracted 
wich the Forceps or Fillet; yet I would 
not be thought to advance that it ought 
never to be employed; becauſe there are 
ſme deformed Subjects, as the two laſt 
mentioned, in whom the Bones of the 
Pelvis have ſo bad a Structure, and the 
Space between the Protuberance frequent- 
ly mentioned, and the Os Pubis is 19 
rery ſmall, as to render it altogether im- 
poſſible for the Head of a full-grown 
Child to be naturally brought away. In 
theſe Subjects, the Head cannot fall into 
the Vagina low enough to be taken hold 
of by the Forceps or Fillet ; nor can it 
be turned without the greateſt Difficulty; 
and even when it is turned, it will cer- 
tainly ſtick at the Head. In this Caſe, 
it cannot be drawn away but by the Hook ; 
which will break into its Texture, alter 
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the Form of it, and ſo render it fit to 
paſs through that Paſſage, which it could 


never do, if it were whole. 


HE RE, if the Child be already dead, 
the Artiſt is free from that Anxiety and 


Torture of Mind, which hooking it alive 


would neceſſarily produce in him. But 
how far, when there ſeems to be no 
Hopes of ſaving the Child's Life, it may 
be eligible and adviſeable to make free 
with it at firſt, in order to preſerve the 
Fomen, or render the Operation more 
eaſy to her, I muſt leave to the Judg- 
ment of the Perſon, who 1s ſo unhappy 
as to be employed in ſuch a melancholy 
and unwelcome Office, 


SoME of my Brethren, I am well 
aſſured, frequently delay the Performance 
of this Operation till the poor Mothers 
Death diſchargesall farther Occaſion for it. 
But how far this may be aright way of act- 


ing, I ſhall leave others to determine, Not 
to 
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to adminiſter whatever Service we are ca- 
| pable of giving, is certainly a very fatal, 
and if I may ſo ſay, a very cruel Tender- 
nels, 


As to Monſters, there can be no Rules 
given; for the Operator when this Caſe 
falls to his Lot, muſt act in it as his Cox- 
ſcience and Fudgment ſhall happen to 
direct. 


CASE XLIV. 


The After-Birth retained, and extracted 
five Days after Delivery. 


© the Year 1711, I was called to a 
Woman five Days after her Delivery 
n whom the Placenta or After-Birth 
was left behind, and at that time retain- 
d. I found the Mouth of the Womb 
o much contracted as but juſt to allow 
f two Fingers; but by degrees I intro- 


* Wuced a third, and at length my whole 
of Hand, 
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Hand. I then perceived that the Plz. 
centa adhered to the Uterus in its whole 
Breadth; which was the Reaſon there 
had been no Flooding, and but few of 
the Lochia; which Retention had cauſed 
a very unkind ſort of a Fever, I ſepars- 
ted the Placenta from the Uterus gently 
with my Fingers, as I have before direct. 
ed, and ſo brought it away in my Hand, 
and that without the Aſſiſtance of the 
String in the other, which was befor 
broke off by the Midwife. By prope 


Medicines and Care the Woman, beyond 
all Hopes, recovered. 


CASE XLv. * 


The Placenta extracted three Hours afte 
Delivery. 


Was lately called to a Woman 
Eagle- Street, two or three Hour 
after the Extraction of the Child, whe! 
the Midwife, truſting too much to ttb 
String 
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ring, had broken it off, and then the 
Womb cloſed upon the Placenta, which 
was ſo far ſeparated as to occaſion a great 
Flooding, Here I took the ſame Method 
s I did in the Caſe laſt mentioned; 
which is indeed the only one that can 
poſſibly be taken; but the Os Tincæ was 
ſo much contracted, that I feared ſhe 


q. would have died under my Hands, or at 
* aſt immediately after the Extraction, 


eſpecially ſince ſhe had already loſt a 
great Quantity of Blood. Bur, by haſten- 
ing the Operation % much as I well 
could, the Flux entirely ſtopped, after 
the Cake was brought away, and the 
Woman had the good i ortune to eſcape 
with her Life. 


CASE 
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CASE XLVI. 


A firm, fleſhy Subſtance taken from the 
Wcmb fix Weeks after Delivery. 


Was, about fifteen Years paſt, ſent | 
for to a Woman who was ſeized! 
with a Flooding at the End of fix Weeks 
after her Delivery. When 1 came to 
make a proper Enquiry, I found the 
Womb open enough to receive three 
Fingers, and a hard Subſtance bearing 
down. There was ſome Pain, or rather 
an Endeavour in Nature to caſt out this 
ſuperfluous Gueſt; but it was not of it 
ſelf ſufficient, and the Woman muſt un- 
doubtedly have fooded to Death, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of the Hand. By 
ſtretching out my Fingers far aſunder, I. 
dilated the Mouth of the Womb much 
more than at firſt I found it, and then 
brought away a firm fleſhy Subſtance 
much in the Form of a Turkey's Egg, 
and nearly of the ſame Bigneſs. The: 
Woman 


he 
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Woman was very weak; but by proper 
Management ſhe recovered, and is, I 
think, living at this time 


T could give many Inſtances of this 
kind; but ſhall confine my ſelf to one 
only, where the Woman had been deli- 


yered by a Brother Practitioner. When I 
was called in, which was alſo at, or near 


fix Weeks End after her Delivery, I found 
2 Subſtance in the Womb, but not like 


that before deſcribed: For this looked 
like the Caſe, as it is vulgarly called, and 
ſeemed to be the Placenta of a Fatus 
about Free Months old. There was 
one Thing very remarkable in it, which 
was, that it appeared to be ſtuffed full 
of a gritty, ſandy Matter, like Gravel. 
This J have, in a leſs Degree, often found 
in that Part of the Placenta which ad- 
hered to the Yomb; the accounting for 
which odd Appearance I ſhall leave to 
the Learned in the Faculty. To return 


Y then : I cannot but obſerve here, that if 
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the Hand had been paſſed with either of 

theſe Women, as I have before directed &, 

nothing could have been left behind. 
From the Want of this Practice I have 
been frequently ſent for, not only to Wo- 
men in this Caſe, but likewiſe where a M; 
Child has remained in the Womb, when W 
all was thought to be over. Thus Na- Wc 
ture, relieved and quieted a little by the MW 
Birth of one Child, reſts eaſy and con- Mn 
rented, as it were, for the Space of a MW: 
few Hours; when the remaining Pains MW 
being falſly ſuppoſed nothing but A/ Mc: 
ter-Pains, all is imagined to be at an end; ſu 
till, more violent Complaints returning, 


or another Mater breaking, the poor 
Mother ſuffers a freſh Alarm, and ſtand 
in need of freſh Aſſiſtance. 


Bor in this Caſe there muſt necet- 
farily be ſeparate Placente, which, as! 
before obſerved, is very frequent. And 
where it is thus, the Midwife having 


* Chap, III, 
already 
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already extracted a perfect Child and a 
compleat Aſter-Birth, erroneouſly thinks, 
without making any farther Enquiry, 
that this is all. But, to turn back to 
the laſt mentioned Caſe, I would here, 
if the Reader will pardon me the Di- 
greſſion, preſume to recommend a Piece 
of Generoſity and Good-nature, ſeldom 
c practis d amongſt ourſelves ; and that is, 
- Wnot to take an unkind Advantage of 
2 W: Slip or Accident that may happen to 
ns MW Brother in his Practice: No Operator 
can always be right, at leaſt not always 
ſucceſsful; for the utmoſt Care and 
Judgment will not always ſucceed, It 
is to be ſuppoſed, that he with a good 
Intention uſes his beſt Endeavours, be- 
cauſe both his Reputation and Intereſt 
require ir of him. Mankind in general 
el ſcem to be directed in theſe Caſes, by 
is the Mahometan Principles of judging, 
\nofrewarding and puniſhing wholly by Suc- 
inge. But we ought not by any means 


0 wound the Reputation of a Brother, 
L 2 by 


ady 
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by cenfuring any Accident that may be. 
fal him. It is a barbarous, and indeed, 
if we rightly conſider it, a very impoli- 
tic way of proceeding ; becauſe, ſince we 
are all liable to Errors, the Favour may 


one Day or other happen to be * 
with Intereſt. 


CASE XLVII. 

A Woman delivered of Twins; the firſt of 
which, preſenting with its Head, ani 
bearing upon the Os Pubis, was extratte, 
by Turning. 
1 October 1732, I was called to 
poor Woman in Butcher-hall Lan 
near Newgate-ftreer. She had been long 


th 
in ſtrong Pain; the Child preſented wit 5 
its Head; but, bearing hard upon the NI 


Os Pubis, did not fall lower down. 
put the Woman in a proper Poſture 
and turned the Child, taking it by thi 
Feet: And finding upon Enquiry an 
other Infant in the Womb, I immed 
ately broke the Membranes, and in abou 
LW 
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two Minutes, with very little Pain, de- 
d, livered her of that likewiſe, both which, 
i- with the Mother are now living. 

ve CASE XLVIII. 

ay A Child that died in the Paſlage. 


dM NE PTEMBER IIth, 1733, I deli- 
vered a poor Woman in Fulwood's 
Rents. The Child preſented with the 
Head ; but lay high, and the Face to- 
wards the Os Pubis; and after much Pain, 
did not fall into the Paſſage. This Child 
turned, and flipping my Hand over its 
Belly, found there the Knees, and of 
courſe the Feet cloſe together; which 
brought down into the Vagina; but 
the Child being large, I could not com- 
mand both Feet, ſo as to bring them 
Ml without the Body; but was forced to 
paſs a Fillet upon the Loweſt, and ſearch 
= again for the other. This Child ſtuck 
a little at the Head, and though not in 
the leaſt hurt in its Neck, yet died in 
the Paſſage (by the Time I was forced 
o take) in ſpite of the utmoſt Care, 
* L3 ᷣ 
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CA d © ALIL 
A Child extracted with the Forceps, 


ECEMBER 17th, 1733, I deli. 

vered a Gentlewoman at Ken/ng- 
ton of a living Son. The Child preſented 
the Head, with the Face towards the 
Os Pubis. The Pains were ftrong ; by 
which the Child was forced pretty low. 
In this Caſe I delivered her with great 
Eaſe(in a few Minutes after my approach- 
ing the Bed) with the Forceps. 


CASE L, 
A Child ſaved where the Placenta offered, 


FEBRUARY 6th, 1733, I delivered 
the Wife of a Tallow-chandler of 
a Son: She had Floodings without Pain. 1 
turned the Child. This Perſon was taken 
three Weeks before with the Symptom a- 
fore-mentioned, which returned withVio- 
lence about twelve Hours before I was 
ſent for, but with very little Pain, I found 
| the 
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the Os Tince dilated, and the Placenta 
offered. The extracting the Firſt had been 
certain Death to the Child; which if poſ- 
fible was to be faved ; ſo thinking that 
it might adhere in a ſmall Part of it, 
juſt ſo as to keep ſome Circulation in the 
Child, I paſt my Hand by ir, broke the 
Membranes, and by bringing the Child 
firſt, ſaved it, 'This ſhould ever be done. 


CASE LI. 


A Woman delivered of Female Twins, 
the Firſt of which was brought away 
with the Forceps. | 


PRIL 28, 1734, I delivered a 
poor Woman of two Daughters, 
both with their Mother now living. The 
Head of one Child had lain ſeveral 
Hours very low ; the Woman had much 
Pain without Advantage. I delivered 
her of this with the Forceps ; then find- 
ing another, broke the Membranes, and 
taking the Child by the Feet, delivered her 
of that, then of the double After-Birth, 
5 L 4 which 
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which was more thancom monly large ; 


as were both the Children. 


CASE LN. 


A Woman delivered of a Second Child, 
where a Hand and Foot offered, 


T ULy 7the, 1734. I delivered a Gen- 
tlewoman of a Second Child, which 
had been long dead: The other Child 


was born near two Days before. The | 


Navel- String was far out; a Hand and 
Foot offered; I brought down the Foot, 
and by that delivered her. 


CASE LIIL 


A Woman delivered of a Child, whoſe 


Limbs were of different Sizes. 


to a very corpulent Gentlewoman, 


who had been long in Labour, and with 
much Pain. The Head of the Child 
preſented, but continued to lie very high. 
This Child I rurned, with no ſmall La- 

| | bour 


NA EPTEMBER 5, 1733. I was called 
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bour and Difficulty. The Child's Face 
lying towards the Os Pubis, the Feet far 
out of the way, and in an ill Poſition. 
I firſt found a large Thigh and Leg, 
which I brought through the Os Tince, 
which lay very high, and then ſearching 
for the other Leg, I found one little 
more than half as large as that firſt 
mentioned. I imagin'd (though I ſaid 
nothing) that this Leg muſt belong to 
another Child, and of Courſe quitted my 
Hold; being now unwilling to give more 
Pain, by further Search, I brought down 
the Leg firſt mentioned, as low as I could 
with my Fingers only, then paſt a Fil- 
let over the Ancle, by which I had the 
Advantage of taking the Part in a fine 
Cloth, and uſing greater Force (which 
here was abſolutely neceſſary.) Thus I 
delivered the Perſon of a living Child, to 
which the Legs of different Size both be- 
long'd. Here had I not been deceiv'd by 
what I never found before, I had with 
much more Eaſe and Safety both to the 


Mother 
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Mother and Child, brought down the 
ſmall Leg alſo. Yet was I fo happy as 
that the former received no Harm, and 
the latter ſuffer'd only an Extenſion of 
the Ancle by the Fullet, which I could 
not poſſibly paſs above the Heads of 
the Fociles, They are both now living, 
and the Child's Legs much more alike, 
It was obſervable, that one Arm, indeed 
all one Side of the Child (even the Face) 
was fuller, and the Limbs longer than 
the other. This unequal Diſtribution of 
Nouriſhment I muſt leave to the Learn- 
ed to account for. There was too in this 
Caſe another remarkable Thing, viz 
The Placenta adhering a little more 
than uſual, I had an Opportunity of 
finding the Urerus furprizingly thin, i. e, 


the Parts between my Fingers within, and 


my Hand without, upon her Body, ſeemed 
altogether no thicker than the Tegu- 
ments near the Navel generally are; ſo 
that it is plain the Uterus muſt be very 


thin, From this (which in a leſs Degree 
J have 


w *..& _ 


... Mo. 
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I have often found, as well as the perfect 
contrary) I wonder not Authors have 
differed ſo much on this Head; un- 
doubtedly on both Sides they found it 
as they have deſcrib'd it. 


CASE. IF. 
A Child extrafted with the Filler. 


EPTEMBER S5th, 1734, I was 
| called to a Woman in Grays-Inn- 
Lane; the Child preſented the Head, and 
lay low. Here I paſſed a Fillet over the 
Head, and by that delivered her. 


CASE EY. 
Tro Women delivered where the Buttcocks 


offered. 


DELIiVERED two Women, where 
& the Buttocks of the Children pre- 
ſented. One was a ſmall Child, and 
far advanced; there I flipped my Fin- 
gers into the Groin, and by aſſiſting in 
the Pains, which were quick and ſtrong, 
I delivered her the third Pain. 

THe 


-” —— — — 
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THE other Child was larger and not 
ſo far advanced; here, J put the Woman 
into a proper Poſture ; viz. her Should- 
ers low, &c. as before mentioned returned 
the Infant a little, and ſo brought down 


the Feel. 


CASE LVL 


A Child with its Face lying towards the 
Os Pubis, extracted with the Forceps. 


N Chriftmas-Day, 1734, I delivered 
a near Relation of mine, juſt then 
turned of Sixteen, of her firſt Child, 
which proved a Daughter, During the 
Space of a Month before, ſhe had felt 
much Pain (eſpecially in the Night) in 
her Back, and round her Body; and the 
Child bore down ſo cloſely and ſtrongly 
on the Neck of the Bladder, that the 
Veſica could not relieve it ſelf without 
much Pain and Difficulty. I was not 
well pleaſed with the Form of her Body ; 
big. a high, hard Belly, which did not, 

| even 
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even to the laſt, fall lower or become 
more flat, as is uſual when the Child is 
in a perfect Poſture, 1. e. when its Face 
lies toward the Os Sacrum. From this 
I judged that the Face lay toward the 
Os Pubis; which I ſignified to one in my 
Family; and made a Prognoſtic accord- 
ingly, about a Fortnight before the La- 
bour. At five in the Morning, the Day 
before mentioned, I was called to this 
Young Woman; who told me ſhe way 
then very full of Pain, as ſhe had been 
for ſome time before; but with this Dif- 
terence, that her Pains came periodically; 
and that awaking from a Slumber, ſhe 
found her Linnen ſomewhat wet. I ſuſ- 
peed her Water broke, as the uſual 
Phraſe is; but, on a nearer Enquiry, it 
was not ſo; what ſhe mentioned being | 
only ſome Slips from the Uzerus. The 
Os Tince, was thin and dilated to the 
Breadth of half a Crown, A ſoft Wa- 
ter gathering, the Head of the Child fol- 


lowing cloſe, and her Pains continuing, 1 
- I 
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I declared her fairly in Labour; and gave 
her the proper Attendance. About ergby, 
the Membranes broke, and diſcharged a 
very ſmall Quantity of Mater: Her 
Pains increaſed, were quick and ſtrong ; 
and in about half an hour the Child fell 
ſo low, that though I found its Face 
turned toward the Os Pubis, I was in 
great Hopes that Nature, with common 
Aſſiſtance, would have done her own 
Work ; I was therefore very unwilling 
to have recourſe to Art. But, after two 
Hours Trial, finding no Advantage from 
her Pains, though at every one of them 


the Head was more than even with the 


Labia Pudendi, I was forced to it. I 


firſt made an Attempt with the Filler, 


but the Young Creature's Pulſe began to 
fink, and her Pains falling off a little, I 
choſe to take the moiſt ſpeedy, as well as 
moſt ſecure Method, introduced the For- 
ceps, and delivered her in about two 
Minutes. The Mother and the Child 


are both now living, 2nd in good Health. 
Hap 


al 
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Hap a Midwife been called to this 
Perſon ſome Days, not to ſay Weeks be- 
fore, when her Pains and Complaints 
began to vary, and (as 1s common with 
young and unexperienced Midwives , 
put her upon her Labour too early 
(which I carefully avoided, not ſo much 
as making an Enquiry till the Time a- 
bove- mentioned) conſidering the Poſition 
of the Child, what muſt have been the 
Conſequence? And even had a Man been 
call'd, who was unacquainted with the 
Uſe of that noble and ſafe Inſtrument, 
the Forceps, he muſt have deſtroyed the 
Child. 


N. B. Mrs. Eagle, a very modeſt 


and good Midwife, was by me all the 
Time of the Delivery. 


CASE 
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CASE LVII. 
Another Chid extracted with the F orceps, 


W as lately called to a poor Woman 
in Cold-Bath-Fields, who had been 
long in Labour. I found the Head of 
the Child lying very low in the Vagina. 
The Midwife had for ſeveral Hours ex- 
pected the Head every Pain, but Nature 
being now very much ſpent, the Force 
of the Pains was abated, without any rea- 
ſonable Expectation of their Return, 
Things being in this Situation, I intro- 
duced the Forceps, and within five Mi- 
nutes after, delivered her with great eaſe. 
Both the Mother and Child are now liy- 
ing and well. 


I couLD produce about thirty In- 
ſtances more, of the ſame Operation per- 
formed in this Town, with the ſame Se- 
curity to both the Mother and her In- K 
fant; but am willing to believe theſe 
ſufficient. 


Now, 
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N ow, as the great Calamity, under 
which ſo many of the Fair Sex labour, 
viz. the Procidentia Uteri, when it hap- 
pens to a conſiderable degree, can be 
remedied only by the Peſary; I have 
ſeen and uſed ſeveral Sorts ; but, upwards 
of twenty Years, have employ'd - only 
that here deſcrib'd, which fully anſwers 
the End, and wholly keeps up the Uterus 
© Win the Pelvis, and prevents a bearing 
down of the Vagina out of the Body. 


THE are made of light Wood, dip- 


I ped in melted Wax; I have them of dif- 


terent Dimenſions, viz. from two Inches 
diameter, to three and a half, according 
to the Difference of Parts. They lie 
eaſy, and better allow of the neceſſary 
Diſcharge, than thoſe not perforated. 


Fo R ſome Vears J uſed a Peſſary, made 
lkewiſe of Wood, and dipped in Wax, 
M which 


* 
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which was a perfect Ring, and about an 
Inch in Circumference; and conſequent- 
ly the Perforation very large. This ſort 
was very light and commodious; I was 
pleaſed with the Invention, and my Pa- 7 
tients were no leſs ſatisfied with it: But at 
length I met with the following Ac-/ 
cident. : 


— 
A yYouNG Woman, Houſekeeper to 
an old Gentleman in the Country, came , 
to me with a Complaint of the Prelapſus | | 
Uteri, The Vagina was turned out, and i 
fallen about five Inches out of her Body, 
J put up one of theſe Rings; not being al- 
together large enough, in two Days it ſlip- 
ped from her; ſhe then returned it herſelf, 
or with the Afſiſtance of a Fellow Maid 
Servant. After a few Days ſhe came a- 
gain, and complained of a violent Heat 
and Pain in the Part. On a proper En- 
quiry, I found the Os Tincæ wholly n 
receiv'd by the Ring, and ſwelled in the 
Part 
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Part, which was preſſed through, and 
below the Ring, as a Finger that ſwells 
with a/ ſtrait Ring. I then made an At- 
-mpt to take it from her, but her Im- 
patience and Imprudence prevented me; 
ſhe proteſting ſhe had rather die than al- 
low of it. 


TI ToLD her of the Danger of a 
Mortification, Sc. but ſhe was reſolute, 
and I was obliged to diſmiſs her with a 
Charge to loſe twelve Ounces of Blood 
at her Arm; I gave her Sal Glauber, 
and ſuch Medicines as I judged proper for 
the Part. All this was done, with bur 
lender Hopes of Succeſs, 

J | 1 

THREE Days after this, ſne ſent for 
me, and profeſſed an entire Submiſſion to 
at what I ſhould think neceſſary. I had in 
this Time provided myſelf with a ſmall 
thin Blunt-hook, by the Help of which, 
with ſome Difficulty, I brought .the 

M2 Ring 
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Ring away. This being not perform- 
ed without Pain, and much Impatience 
on her Side, ſhe was ſo loud on this Oc- 
caſion, that the reſt of the Family 
more than ſuſpected ſhe had been un- 
der my Hands on a more diſgraceful 
Occaſion, 
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CONCLUSIO N. 


FF TER a hard Labour, and 
where there has been a Ne- 
ceſſity of uſing ſome Violence, 
the Woman 1s to be treated 
as one bruiſed by a Fall. Here, as a thing 
of the greateſt Service, I would recom- 
mend the wrapping of the Body round 
with a Sheep's-Skin, haſtily flead off, and 
applied as warm as poflible, I have for 
many Years paſt had a happy Experience 
of this Method, and wiſh I had come 
ſooner to the Knowledge of it than I did, 
as having always employed it with Suc- 
ceſs. Ir ſecures the Body from all Cola, 
ſo very pernicious at this time, puts the 
whole Abdomen and Lo:ns into a plentiful 
Sweat, and thus, by a Conſent of Parts, 
relieves 


— 
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relieves the /Yomb itſelf, and prevents In- 
flammations, Obſtructions, and many other 
Complaints that uſually attend Deliveries 
I find this Method much recommended 
by Guillemeau, an old French Author; 
nor is it of ſuch little Significancy as 
Dionis * ſeems willing to make us be- 
lieve. 


— 
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H x tells us, that Mr. Clement applyed 
one to the Dauphineſs : that © the Sheep 
ee followed the Butcher into the Room, 
« and came up to the Bed-Side, which 
« ſurpriſed the Ladies, and put them into 
te a very great Fright ”', But how does this 
unlucky (not to ſay unlikely) Accident, 
which may eafily be prevented, make 
any thing againſt the Practice I here 
recommend? Mr. Dionis however, aſ- 
ſures us, that Mr. Clement nevre uſed 
ce this Method afterwards, becauſe it was 


* Midwifery, p. 261, 


e thought 


ht 


On MI DW IF ER v. 183 
* thought it did more Harm than Good.” 


But doth not offer any Reaſon for this 


Suppoſition. 


Tus have I delivered what I had 
to ſay on the Subject of MiDwireky : 
Nor will the plain Dreſs in which theſe 
Lines appear, I hope, prove any way 
prejudicial to the Matter; ſince Fact and 
Experience will always be thought pre- 
ferable to Hypotheſis and Conjecture; 
and Truth, at leaſt to all judicious 
Perſons, appear moſt agreeable in its 
naked Simplicity. 


Iko it will be thought that 1 
have been plain and open enough to an- 
ſwer the grand Deſign of this Treatiſe; 
and ſhewn how the Art which I pro- 
feſs, may be exercisd with more Secu- 
rity to the Lives both of the Children 
and their ſuffering Mothers. It is with 
Pleaſure that I find the moſt ſhocking 


Accounts here given, have produced a 
| good, 
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good, and indeed the only intended Ef- 
fect; that the peruſal of my Book has 
inſpired ſeveral worthy Midwives with a 
due Senſe of the Difficulty of their 
Work, and put them upon calling ear- 
ly for the Aſſiſtance of the Author and 
others. I thought myſelf obliged to 
mention this Particular, not only as a 
Proof that the Inſtructions here laid 
down are rational and ſafe in Practice, 
but likewiſe as a juſt Acknowledgment 
of the modeſt, judicious, and conſcien- 
tious Conduct of thoſe Gentlewomen. 


BuT before I take my Leave of 
this Subject, if my junior Brethren, and 
the Gentlewomen in the Practice of 
Midwifery, will excuſe me the Freedom, 
I would adviſe, and endeavour to influ- 
ence them to behave both in Words and 
Action, with all imaginable Tenderneſs 


to ſuch as fall under their Care. Their 


Pains both in Mind and Body, are at 


that time very hard upon them, and their 
Con- 
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Condition calls for the ſofteſt Manner 
in the neceſſary Aſſiſtance ; eſpecially 
where a Child requires Alteration of 


Poſture, &c. And this as well with the 


Poor as others. For to me nothing 
ſeems ſo obdurate and inhumane, as 
that a Fellow-creature ſhould have her 
Life loſt, or indeed hazarded (as is» 
I am afraid, too often done) becauſe 
ſhe has not the Happineſs of being 
enrolled in the Liſt of Fortunes Fa- 
vourites. For my own part, I can ſafely 
aſſert (and that with no ſmall Satiſ- 
faction of Mind) that I never once let 
poor Women lie one Moment in Pain 
to ſecure my Reward, but ever haſtened 
to them, and gave them the beſt 
Aſſiſtance I was capable of, as ſoon 
as I could be releaſed from thoſe with 
whom 1 was firſt engaged. I would 
not, however, be underſtood to ex- 
cuſe ſuch as are able, from conſidering 
the Merit and Labour of the Artiſt in 
a proper manner. 


I DESIGN 
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I DESIGN not in this to direct my 
Superiors, or cenſure any Perſon, and 
hope I have not here offended any one, 
Every Man is to judge for himſelf; 
this is only a Declaration of my own 
private Sentiments, and an Account of 
my own Practice, which I doubt not 
will agree with by far the greateſt and 
moſt experienced Part of my Profeſſion * 
And I even. flatter myſelf with the 
Hopes of Pardon from the Few who 
may happen to diſſent from me. 


SINCE the Publication of my Firſt 
Edition, I have had the Pleaſure of in- 
ſtructing ſeveral Gentlemen in the Art; 
and among others, beſides the Gentle- 
man, whoſe Letter I have inſerted at 


Length, Dr. W. Weltden, Mr. Smither of 


Reading, and Mr. Philip Haſte, jun. of e 


Coggeſhall in Eſex. 


. 
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from the 1oth Century (its earlieſt known Origin) down nk 
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| Fellow of the Royal Society. 
9. Memoirs of the Regency of the late Duke of Orleans, 
ing the Minority of Louis XVth. with fine Heads, by J. 
ergucht. Price 3s. 
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he x b 

the Uſe of Ladies. Price bound 2s. 6d. which uſually hath 
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Uſe of Gentlemen, Ladies, Foreigners, Artificers, Tradeſmen 
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prefix'd to each Song, neatly bound and adorned with a Frog 
tiſpiece. The ſecond Edition. Price 2s. 3 

16. The Vocar MisCELLANy, Vol. 2. Price 35s. 

« N. B. Theje two Volumes contain not only a good Ct 
*« lection of the moſt Elegant among the old Songs, but alſo abn 
C two hundred new ones, wrote by celebrated Hands, and neil? 
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17. Love LETTERS between a Nobleman and his Sifte 
viz. F==rd Lord Gr—y of Werk, and the Lady Henri 
B—rkl—y, under the borrow'd Names of Philander and Syl 
Done into Verſe by the Author of the Letters from a N 
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lander and Sylvia. Printed in a Neat Pocket Volume, on a i #1 
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Among the FABLES are, 
The Hiſtory of an old Queen and a young Country Girl 
he Hiſtory of young Bacchus and a Faun----- of Roſimondus 
nad Bramintes — — of Alibæus the Perſian. The Adventures 
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nd Heraclitus —— Plato and Ariſtotle Pyrrho and his 
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0. — Cæſar and Cato-----Caligula and Nero----- The Prince 
f Wales and Richard his Son----Lewis the XI. and Lewis XII. 
— Charles V. and a young Monk, &c. &c. &c. 
The third Edition. Price bound 3s. 
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lh 20. The Hiſtory of the Devil. Containing a State of the 
„Devil's Circumſtances, and the various Turns of his Affairs, 


„em his Expulſion out of Heaven to the Creation of Man; 
ins Proceedings with Man ever ſince Adam; and his more 
Har rivate Conduct, down to the preſent Times; his Government, 
Sis Appearances, his manner of Working, and the Tools he 
orks with. : | 


ziſte Bad as he is, the Devil may be abusd, 

Aric! Be falſiy charg'd, and cauſelefly accus d, 

Syly  #hile Men, unwilling ts be blam'd alone. 

N Shift off thoſe Crimes on Him which are their Own. 
be Second Edition. Adorn'd with a Frontiſpiece. Price 58. 


:1, Two New and Curious Eflays, I. Concerning the Me— 
is Nod of Pruning Fruit-Trees. II. Concerning the Improvement 
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rs 

y two Volumes. Price bound 10s. 8vo. 
Iris. Law Quibbles, or a Treatiſe of the Evaſions, Tricks, 
itÞ0t 


urns, and _ commonly uſed in the Profeſſion of the 


V, to the Prejudice of Clients and others; neceſſary to be 
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uſed by all Attorneys, and thoſe who are or may be con- 
ned in Law-Suits, Trials, &c. to avoid the many Abuſes, 
Delays, 
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Affidavit Man, containing the Laws, Statutes, Rules, and Or 
ders of our Courts relating to Affidavits; and alſo Inſtruction 
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N. B. Of the above J. Brindley, and C. Corbett, may 
had all the new Books, either in Engliſh, French, Latin, 0 
Italian; likewiſe all the new Plays, Pamphlets, &c. as tht 
are daily publiſhed. Alſo Gentlemen and Ladies may har 
all ſorts of Stationary Wares, ſuch as the beſt Dutch and En 
liſh writing Paper, plain or gilt of all fizes, Quills; Pe 
cut in the beſt manner; fine black Ink, Wax, Wafers, Silv: 
Sand, black Lead Pencils, French Pewter Standiſhes, neat Glal: 
for Ink and Sand, Bibles of all fizes, Sacrament Books, Con 
mon Prayer Books, and Money for any Library or Pam 
of Books. | 


